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Failte

Still on the theme of MacEwans in the News | should like to introdu_ce to
you, Terry McEwan who is a present day member of Clan Ewen Society, living in
Bognor Regis in Sussex.

Terry, aged 65, now retired from his sedentary occupation of accountancy,
has teamed up with six other dedicated athletes aged from 44 years to 76 years
— average age 61 years — to participate in a day and night, non-stop run from
John o' Groats to Land's End — a distance of 870 miles.

The run is being undertaken to raise funds for Cancer Research for which
they hope to raise £10,000. They claim that they will complete the distance in six
days for certain but hope to finish in five days. Their reason for making this claim
is that they have all been marathon runners during their careers and still keep
themselves fit.

Terry tells me, modestly, that he is possibly among the less experienced
athletically among this world class team of runners. He has kept fit playing
Premier Division Amateur Football at 40 years of age and did manage to pip
Jimmy Saville in a local half marathon in 1 hour 41 mins. |understand that he has
taken up yet another type of marathon. He has recently been elected a Local
Councillor! We wish him every success in both ventures.

Terry has asked if members of the Society, and friends, would care to lend
their support to this venture. All that would be required would be some moral
support and encouragement “"en route", which would help the runners im-
mensely.

Appended to this article is a list of towns to be passed through, the
approximate distances and approximate times of arrival at these specific points.
The times have been worked out on the basis of 6.66 miles in the hour. (for U K.
residents only).

The run starts on Saturday 23rd May at 0900 from John o' Groats and is led
off by Jim Peters, whom many of you may remember as one of the greatest
marathon runners of the early 50's, breaking the world record 3 times.

Whilst running in Vancouver leading by 20 minutes in the Empire Games
marathon, he collapsed just yards from the line and was denied the accolade
which should have been his.

Let us all get out there on the 23rd, 24th or 25th May and cheer them on.

Alan Ewing

Thoughts on the Clan’s early arrival in America

~ Inhis quest for geneological exactitude, Byron McKeown (a member from;
Arizona) has kindly submitted evidence that our Clan was well represented in

America some 2000 years prior to Columbus "discovering” that continent in
1492,

~ Apparently a Professor Barry Fells, Emeritus Professor at Harvard Univer-
sity, has been stud_ylng an ancient tombstone found in a necropolis in Vermont.
In his book "America B. C." the Professor maintains that the stone has been
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authentically dated ¢c. 500 B. C. He goes on to decipher the ogam carvings on the
stone, using the Book of Ballymote (c. 1370 — 1390) for his translation and to
assist his interpretation. Part of the complexity of the research is due to
American ogam script differing from the Irish/Scots ogam in that vowels are
omitted from the former.

The inscription he has been working on represents four separate charac-
ters depicted thus:

T B N B | e
X J i

These, in turn, represent the letters Y GH & N.

Given the absence of vowels in the (American) original, this can be more
literally translated to YOGHAN which the professor explains is an archaic
spelling of EOGHAN, which in turn leads us to EWAN.

Apparently there is much evidence of early Celtic habitation in what are now
the New England States on the 'Eastern Seaboard’ of America, and this
YOGHAN may well have been one of the early rulers in those parts. Could it be
the case that those who proudly trace their ancestors back to the Mayflower are
not in fact descended from the "earliest settlers" by any means? Where Ewan
leads, others follow — 2000 plus years behind!

Reviresco — A. G. Murdo McEwan

N.B. Needless to say, no absolute guarantee of historical accuracy can be
given for the above; but can any reader say for certain that it is definitely NOT
true???

The Team

They are the magnificent seven of Bognor Regis, average age 61. All long distance
runners who are to run the 870 miles in relay from John o' Groats to Lands End starting
from 9 am on May 23rd, a distance they hope to cover in under one week.

The runners fromthe left are, Len Jones (76), George Scutts (75), Terry MacEwan (65),
Roy Webb (58), Dennis Baker (56), Mike Fletcher (52) and Rob Heron (44) who are
making the run for Cancer Research.
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The MacEwens (Conid)

In 1598 Highland Landowners were ordered by King James Vito prove their
right to possess Titles. That same year an indictment was drawn up agam_st two
hundred McEwans described as broken Highland men who were trespassing on
lands which were previously theirs. They were charged with arming themselves
with bows, two handed swords, steel bonnets, hackbuts, and pistols, Iiving by
brigandage ways. Because of their Robin Hood activities the little that remained
of their previous stronghold became known by the territorial population in the
Highlands as "The Black Castle". A referral no longer used. In 1602 they were
listed with their cousins the MacLachlans and MacNeills as tenant land holders of
the Earl of Breadalbane who then became responsible for their behaviour. Some
of the MacEwans became hereditary Bards to the Campbells. A poem by Neill
MacEwen in 1630 on the death of Duncan Campbell of Glenorchy still exists.
There was one incident where a Donald MacEwen was shot by the MacPhees of
Colonsay. In the capacity of a rent collecting agent to those Crofters (farmers)

under the Campbells he confiscated the only cow of a poor elderly widow. It was
a mistake he paid for with his life. In 1622 there was a McEwenstown in Ayrshire

west of the Loch Fyne, but it may have been just a squatter settlement as no trace
of it exists today. Duringtheuprisingof 1715 General Wade reported the presence
of 150 McEwans from the Island of Skye. During the later uprising of 1745 the
fighting force from Skye under the Jacobite cause had in its ranks 120 McEwans.
Sir Andrew was defending Blair Castle in Perthshire when he spotted a McEwan
in his tartan storming the castle. He ordered a McEwan in his group to shoot that
member of the rebellion, but it wasn't carried out. As for the opposing McEwan
from Skye he moved onto find other targets. Skye had the earliest known school
of bagpipers. They were banned as instruments of war, but remained very
popular. In 1746 the entire Clan System in Scotland crumbled. In April that year
the Clans who supported their Stewart Prince Charles in his bid for the Throne
were defeated by the Duke of Cumberland on the battle field of Culloden. They
had met their Waterloo. All the Highlanders were forbidden to wear Family Kilts
after that last decisive battle as the English Crown felt that it promoted rebellion,
but it was repealed in 1782. As the McEwans were once associated with the
Campbells their present day tartans are similar. The Era of the Feudal System
was finished, but not forgotten. In 1794 the Reverend Alexander McFarlane, a
minister of the Parish Kilfinan made the following entry in the chapel archives, "On
arocky pointofthe gravel strewn coast of Loch Fyne about a mile belowthe church
is to be seen the vestige of a ruin called McEwen Castle”. In 1844 the McEwan
coat-of-arms of Bardrochat appeared in the Burke Encyclopaedia of Heraldry. It
was described in heraldic terms as such: Arms, "Argent, a wheatsheathe azure,
on a chief of the last, a lyon rampant of the first. Crest, the trunk of an oak tree
shooting forth young branches proper". Motto "Reviresco" meaning | grow again.
The castle is gone, but the spirit flourishes. Today the MacEwen Castle at Otter
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is no more than a scattering of stones, but the site of the ancient stronghold of Clan
Ewen now has a lasting memorial. On June 1990 members of the Clan Ewen
Society at their annual meeting at Kilfinan unveiled a memorial Cairn ere_cted on
the site of the old castle. Society members from around the wprld ralsec'i' the
money to erect the seven foot high cairn and the bronze plaque which read_s. Sltf
of MacEwen Castle, an enduring memorial to Clan Ewen of Otter. "Reviresco".
Erected by the Clan Ewen Society, June 1990". Clan McEwan members are abl.e
to recognize each other through their Family Crest and Motto which goesnt
change. It is a symbol of Clan kinship and a reminder of the Scottish nghlgnd
traditions so much a partofthe McEwan past. Itis and will continue to be atangible
means of showing pride in the fine heritage of our ancestral name of McEwan.
Lord willing that common bond will remain an honorable legacy to be passed down
from generation to generation. I'm proud to be called Paul McEwan.

Paul McEwan, U.S.A.

Crucifix

The crucifix which was found at MacEwen's Castle has been in the custody
of the Art Gallery and Museum, Kelvingrove, Glasgow.

For many a year now | have been writing and phoning and being a real pest
to Helen Adamson, head keeper of the Department of Human History, and at last
with some success.

The former keeper, Mr. Jack Scott, agreed to complete the report and it is
with the Glasgow Archaeological Society. Dr. A. Morrison, the Editor, informs me
that they have the report and that it will be published towards the end of the year.
| have made sure of a copy by joining the Society.

C. Ewen
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The rampart showed marked outer and inner ridges with a slight hollow
between. Trenches Cl and Cll were cut through the rampart where this feature
was most distinct. The area ClIl was cleared to define the entrance, the probable
guard room and a circular structure of a later date lying across the entrance.
Where occupation material ran up to and under the rampart to the S a cut, AVII,
was made to follow this level. Several other cuts were made to confirm the line
: of, and to examine the nature of, the rampart at
e e other points.

The walls of Site A, found to be of turf, were
cleared showing two opposing entrances and a
bench of stones at one side. All but a small part
of the floor associated with the turf walls was
cleared. Under this level a complex of Phs
associated with occupation soil was found. The
Stone House (Site B) was cleared, the walls
defined and the floor uncovered. Under it, as in
the Turf house, Phs of an earlier period were
found. At Site D a stone house with large irregular
boulders in its walls and one bowed end was
cleared. Planning,2into 1 ft, was carried out at all stages of the excavation.

When the new OS 1.50,000 metric map of the area was printed the name
Casteal mhic Eoghainn was removed and replaced by Dun.

FiG. 1. General plan of the site and excavated areas.

THE EXCAVATIONS
Palisade and hut circles

A level of dark soil with flecks of charcoal and chips of bone was found to lie
under the floors and walls of the Turf house (Site A) and the Stone House (Site
B). It continued, with less black in the soil and fewer chips of bone, under the
rampart, where a post-hole was found. This post-hole (no. 2) and post-hole 1 in
area Cll, also under the rampart, indicate that the earliest defence was a
palisade. No. 1 was cut 3 in into clayey, heavy soil with packing stones round it.
It was 10 inin diameter. No. 2, cut 4 in into the natural rock, was 9 in in diameter
with packing stones round it.

These post-holes found under the floor levels of the Turf house and of the
Stone house and outside the wall of Site D belong to the first occupation of
Macewens Castle. Two distinct types of holes could be distinguished. Nos. 3,4,
5,6,7and8in Site A, and nos. 10, 11, 12 and 13 in Site B and no. 14 outside Site
D, were small and slightly built. No. 14 lies beyond the line of the rampart as seen
today so the palisaded rampart may have extended further N than the stone-built
one. Allof those in Site A were cut into the natural clayey soil or into rock. Two
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of those in Site B were also cut into soft rock. It would seem therefore that thig
group belongs to the time of the palisade.

The post-holes of the other type were much larger and more substantially
built; some of these were cut into the subsoil. One stone used in no. 16 was 22
inlong. Nos. 17 and 19 had stones 22 in and 24 in long set into their sides. No.
9 in Site B was so much better made than the others in that area that it probably
belonged to the period of the large holes. It was firmly constructed of narrow
stones 12 in long, the tops of which were under the level of the foundations of the
wall of the Stone house. It is difficult to use the smaller and earlier post-holes in
Site A to reconstruct a hut or huts. Others of the series are bound to have been
lost during the later occupations. The patch of occupation soil found outside the
E side of the Turf house and going under it shows that the hut or huts probably
extended in this direction. In Site B post-hole 13, cut 7 in into the rock, could have
been the central post of a hut about 20 ft in diameter the walls of which included
nos. 10, 11 and 12. Pieces of red burnt clay, possibly daub were found at this
level. The large post-holes 18, 17, 19, 16 and 20, could possibly lie on the line of
the wall of a hut about 30 ft in diameter. No. 3 — 18 in in diameter, cut 3 in into the
rock and with no remaining packing stones — seems too slight to have held a
central post as its position suggests. Dark occupation soil was associated with
the post-holes but, except in one or two very small areas, it was impossible to
distinguish two separate levels. The area of occupation of the period of the huts
must have covered much of the flat ground on the promontory. The patch of
occupation soil found under the cobbles of area Clll and the position of post-hole
14 stress this point.
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The ramparts

The rampart is clearly defined round the edge of the promontory except for
a stretch beside the Stone House (Site B) but is less clearly marked on the
landward side. At no place does the wall rise more than one course above the
present level of the turf. The rampart has marked outer and inner ridges most of
the way round, and the depression between these ridges varies in breadth from
4 ft to 6 ft.

That the first defence was a palisaded wall was suggested by post-holes 1
and 2 found under the foundations of the rampart. The holes were shallow and
not firmly packed so that the posts must have needed support, perhaps from an
earth bank. The dark soil found at the base of the rampart may represent the
remains of this. The posts were not so close together as to make a solid wooden
wall. However, as the holes were found in the only two trenches cleared to
bedrock, and since these trenches were only 3 ft and 5 ft wide, it is probable that
the posts were not set far apart.

Where excavated the rampart was found to be set on earth and stones
above the rock. It had an outer face fairly regularly built with carefully selected
but undressed stones. The inner face was not so well built. The space between
these faces which were on average 5 ft apart, was filled with earth and stones,
with a suggestion of a spine of stones. Among the stones were patches of dark
soil, possibly the remains of packing with turf or scrub wood. On the outer face
at Cll, where the wall was well built 4 ft down the slope of the cliff, a horizontal slot
was found. It was made by a long stone resting on smaller ones. The soil inside
was very dark brown and there were small lumps of vitrified material. Inthe core
of the wall and 2 ft below the turf line a transverse stone set on smaller stones
covered another such timber slot; it too was filled with very dark soil. Atthe same
levelin Cl dark earth with charcoal was found but there were no slots found in that
cut. The impression the excavators had was that the walls had been timber-
strengthened rather than timber-laced.

Trench CIV was cut where the rampart had been narrowed and was lower.
It seemed that there might have been a sea-gate at this point. Excavation
showed that this was not the case but that the same method of construction had
been used as at Cl and Cll. Onthe landward side outside the rampart a low bank
and ditch ran across the neck of the promontory. Atrench 40 ft long and 2% ft wide
was dug across this (off the plan). There was only a 9 in difference in level
between the crest of the bank and the foot of the ditch. Bedrock was 1 ft below
the turf at the lowest part of the ditch and 2 ft at the crest of the bank. There were
stones in the soil of the bank which can never have been a very effective defence
and was possibly made by shovelling up the soil from the ditch. It has probably
levelled off considerably in the centuries since its construction.

The entrance to the defended area was shown before excavation by a
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