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CEUD MIL FAILTE

The theme of "McEwens in the News" comes closer to home this
autumn when we hear of lan Robin McEwan, son of our auditor, lan
McEwan, who has recently been appointed assistant musical director to
the Andrew Lloyd Weber musical - "The Phantom of the Opera" -
currently playing in the Opera House, Manchester.

Robin, who is an accomplished musician, had his own orchestra in the
Channel Islands - The Jersey Symphony Orchestra - prior to this latest
success.

We congratulate Robin on this prestigious appointment.

On a sadder note, we learn that his mother, Phyllis, is in hospital
recovering from a serious operation.

We wish her a speedy and complete recovery.

An article from "The Herald" published in Glasgow reads:- "A man who
left school at 16 without a single qualification was yesterday named
Young Entrepreneur of the Year.

Glaswegian Gary McEwan, 26, started Associated Freight after ayear
on the dole, to train people to drive heavy goods vehicles.

Now he has two cars, a truck and a turnover of £80,000 all within a
year.

"It's adream. | left school as soon as | could and a lot of people thought
| didn't stand a hope", said Gary at the London Awards Ceremony.

As we approach the end of another year | take this opportunity to wish

all our members throughout the world my very best wishes for a Merry
Christmas and a Happy and Prosperous New Year.

"Nollaig Math Agus Bliadhna Mhath Ur".
Alan Ewing, Chairman

(F 1994 POCKET DIARIES = )

Would those members who ordered a Clan-Crested Pocket Diary with the
Chairman atthe A.G.M. this year, please re-affirm their order by contacting:
Alan Ewing by December 9th at the latest, as the price has increased to

\£5.20 each. 5
328




CLAN EWEN SOCIETY - A.G.M. REPORT

Members and friends of the Clan Ewen returned to their homeland in
Argyll for their A.G.M. held on Saturday, 12th June, 1993, meeting at the
Kilfinan Hotel.

Again blessed with a most beautiful day, Loch Fyneside was looking
its loveliest. Clan members were made very welcome at the hotel and the
meeting was arranged for 11.30 a.m. to allow plenty of time for lunch and
a walk to the Memorial Cairn in the afternoon.

The Chairman, Alan Ewing, welcomed members old and new and as
usual a special greeting was given to those who had come so far to be
with us - Betty and Bruce Hellyer from New Zealand, Major Hugh
McEwan from Kentucky, Byron and Deanne McKeown from Arizona,
Douglas and Jean MacEwan from Ipswich, and Tim and Mary McEwen
from Plymouth. A special message was read out from Paul McEwan in
Massachusetts.

The Minutes were read, approved and signed and Treasurer's and
Secretary's reports were given. The Membership Secretary gave an up-
date on Clan membership numbers. Genealogist, Murdo, stated that he
had 25 Pedigree Charts returned to date and noted the success of this
project. He reported that the Ordnance Survey was offering their "Trig
Points" for adoption and suggested that Clan Ewen should adopt the one
in the vicinity of the Castle Site. It was agreed by all to seek the
permission of the landowner and go for it!

Charles Ewen made it known to the company that there is a McEwan
Badged Diary available @@##®-and that Bunty Mason, our Australian
correspondent, will be visiting Scotland in July.

There being no further business the meeting continued with the
election of office-bearers and as on previous occasions the present
committee were re-elected.

Discussion took place on the date and venue for the next A.G.M. and
itwas agreed to holditin PERTH on SATURDAY, JUNE 4th, 1994 at the
Isle of Skye Hotel at 2.00 p.m.

The meeting was closed with thanks to the Chair. After a pleasant
lunch all together, the majority of the group set off on the walk to the Cairn
which was most enjoyable, a lovely day, good company and lots of
photographs being taken and everyone ready for a cup of tea back at the

Hotel. E. McEwan Williamson
329



STATISTICALLY SPEAKING
By Alec McEwen, Calgary, Alberta, Canada

Mention the word "statistics" and many of us think immediately of
incomprehensible graphs or tables of figures. Originally used to describe
the political strength of a nation, "statistics" was given a different meaning
200 years ago by Sir John Sinclair, a Scottish agriculturalist and prolific
writer. He chose the word to signify an orderly inquiry into the state of 3
country, to find out to what extent its people were happy, and to discover
any means for their improvement. Sir John's masterpiece was "The
Statistical Account of Scotland," published in 21 volumes between the
years 1791-1799.

Far from being dry reading, this collection is a treasure house of
information about Scotland's social history. Every chapter deals with a
particular parish, compiled in narrative form from questionnaires completed
by the respective church ministers. For example, my own ancestral
parish of Kilfinan, on the eastern shore of Loch Fyne in Argyll, occupies
34 pages of fascinating detail. This lively account was provided by the
Reverend Alexander McFarlane, in about the year 1793 when he was a
bachelor in his thirties. Not content with giving dutiful responses to the
usual questions about the number of inhabitants and the types of crop,
the learned minister wrote about the people of the community, how they
lived and what they did.

The 1400 residents of Kilfinan in McFarlane's day were fortunate, for
they could make a living from land or sea. Faced with a choice of farming
or herring fishing they often tried both, sometimes without paying sufficient
attention to either. Growing oats and barley, cutting peat and gathering
kelp competed with a fishery that kept most members of the parish busy
from July until Christmas. Nearly everyone at that time seems to have
been gainfully employed. Welfare payments to the poor came from a
permanent fund of 10 shillings a year for the entire parish, supplemented
in part by burial-cloth fees and also by fornication fines levied on the

appropriate offenders.
Anyone searching the old Scottish parish records to trace family
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history soon discovers that entries were made mainly for baptism§ and
marriages. Dates of birth and death were seldom recorded. In Kilflngn.
and no doubt in other areas, parents were afraid that their new-born chlld
might die unbaptized. Instead of waiting a few days until the christening
could be performed in their own house, many parents carried the infant
perhaps seven or eight miles to church for baptism on the second day
after its birth.

Very often this journey took place in such inclement weather that the
baby died as a result of exposure to the elements. In McFarlane's
disapproving words, the people "too often sacrifice the lives of their
infants to the phantom of superstition."

Kilfinan, although a church-going community, boasted no fewer than
11 public houses. McFarlane found all of them to be in such bad repair
and so poorly looked after that a traveller could scarcely get a comfortable
bed or a decent breakfast in the best of them. Kerry, the southern
division of the parish, where my paternal great-grandfather was born in
1801, had been notorious for its inhabitants' addiction to liquor, the
source of which was their contraband trade with the Isle of Man. At first
this commercial enterprise made them wealthier than their fellow
parishioners but the bankruptcy and poverty resulting from their drinking
habits caused most of them to give up their land and leave the district.
Perhaps because of their greater sobriety, the residents of the northern
division of Otter remained on their farms and tended to live longer. One
of them, who reached the grand old age of 118 and was working in the
harvest just before his death, was famous for his bodily strength and
even temper. His role in settling local squabbles, which usually occurred
in the Kilfinan churchyard, earned him the title of peace-maker.

Although every inhabitant of Kilfinan was claimed by McFarlane to
belong to the Established Church, only about one-third of the parishioners
were listed by him as communicants. This apparent lack of faith may
have been partly due to the ill health of the minister's two immediate
predecessors, which had led to the administration of the sacrament on
only one occasion during the nine years before the start of his own
incumbency. His flock was in any event becoming smaller, for the parish
population had decreased by nearly 400 during the past 38 years. The
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replacement of farming by pasturage, the frequent consolidation of
several small farms into a single landholding, and the decline of smuggling

caused many families to move elsewhere.

Life in Kilfinan meant farming and fishing; there was no manufacturing E
and little potential for it in the absence of suitable fuel. Remoteness and

poor communication was another factor; the nearest post office was at
Inverary, about 30 miles away, which put the community to the expense
of hiring a runner once a week to carry the mail.

McFarlane painted a picture of a simple, rustic yet largely contented
community, where most people spoke Gaelic, were "in general sober"
and had all the fish they could catch. No native of the parish had every
been executed for crime, and the only deliberate deaths on record were
two suicides committed 20 years ago.

Sinclair's compendious volumes, which helped to influence the concept
of a modern census, have never been equalled as a description of
contemporary Scottish life. Ten years after his death "The New Statistical
Account of Scotland" appeared as an intended replacement for the
earlier work. It too comprised many volumes, with individual contributions
by parish ministers. Kilfinan, with an 1841 population of 1,800, received
only 13 pages, written by the Reverend Joseph Stark, a subsequent
adherent of the Free Church. By then the number of public houses had
shrunk to five and the congregation of communicants to 300. On the
other hand, there was now a local post office, a steamboat service on
Loch Fyne and the manufacture of gunpowder to augment the traditional
economy.

“The Third Statistical Account of Scotland", published in 1961, is even
more matter of fact than the 1845 compilation. Only eight pages are
devoted to Kilfinan, supplied by the Reverend George Cairns, who, like
Joseph Stark, was not as literary adept as Alexander McFarlane. The
population had now dwindled to about 1,200, the powder works had long
been closed, and English had become the common language. Cairns
described the members of the community as kindly, quietand industrious,
always upright and honest in their habits.

Taken separately or together, the three statistical accounts offer a
valuable, easily readable chronicle of Scotland's parishes. They provide

a vital link with the country's past.
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TO THE YOUTH OF CLAN MacEWEN

It is vital to the continuation of our Clan that we
involve the younger folk. Although we, the senior
generation, have a measure of wisdom, we do not
have all the answers. Your ideas could be new and
refreshing. Let's hear from you and remember you
are the future leaders of the Ewen Society who will
follow and carry on the proud heritage of your Clan.

C. EWEN

FAMILY TREES

Thank you, again, to everyone who has sent in their completed family
tree "Pedigree Charts" since the last "Bulletin". (I should perhaps say
"filled in", insofar as possible rather than "completed". Following on from
the last "Bulletin" and in the light of further pedigree charts received, |
have found two sets of "common ancestry" - from that alone, the exercise
has been a success.

The first of these relates to Edward E. McEuen (born C. 1760 in
Belfast) who featured in my report in the last "Bulletin" (top of page 322).
Descended from Edward's daughter Margaret McEuen is one of our
members - Walter McWilliams from California. Another of our members,
Ruth Richtermeyer (from Missouri), is descended from Edward's son
Oliver McEuen.

The other link has come down from a Timothy Ewen (died 1829), son
of Julius Ewen who had married Sarah Middleton in 1752. Clan member
Joe Ewen (Texas) is the great-great-grandson of Timothy. A general
query, wondering if we might know anything about his forebear Julius
Ewen has just been received from Michael Noftsger in Virginia.

There is no doubt at all that itis the same Julius - genealogy is so much
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easier when there are "uncommon" names; any prospective parents,
please bear in mind! Hopefully, Michael will join the Society.

Anyway, it just goes to show that there are connections to be made. If
you have not already done so, do please send your pedigree chart to me,
filled in as much as possible - it doesn't have to be complete. The more
charts | receive, the more chances of identifying more "common ancestry".
Meanwhile, here is some brief information from the pedigree charts
received since the last "Bulletin":

Hugh McEwen, married Christian (Christina?) Cameron on March
23rd, 1828 in Perthshire. Their son, Hugh Cameron McEwen (1838-
1879), born in Ontario, Canada worked as a farmer.

George Samuel Ewing (1805-1883) was the son of John Ewing (born
in New York) and Lucy Williams (1785-1856).

Stewart McEwan, born in Edinburgh in 1857, was the son of George
McEwan (born in Crieff, 1822) and Ann Stewart (1823-1905). He was
descended from William McEwan of Glenboig who was granted Coat of
Arms by the Lord Lyon in 1796. By 1885, when he married Mary Scott,
Stewart had emigrated to New Zealand.

John Ewing (farmer) 1730-1804, born in Maryland, died in North
Carolina, was the son of John Ewing (born c. 1693). John junior married
Mary Pratt in 1759, their son Isaac Ewing (1774-1857) married Phebe
Jackson in 1796.

Albert Luther McEwin, born 1899 in Missouri, was the grandson of
John L. McEwin (born 1828) and Matilda Strong (born 1834).

Stanford George McEwen, blacksmith, born in New Brunswick,
Canada, married Mary Jane Livingstone in 1918. They later moved to
Arlington, Maine.

James McEwen (1813-1887), shipwright, was the son of James
McEwen, maltman, from the Parish of Kilmaronock (by the south-east
shore of Loch Lomond) and Elizabeth McLuckie. James junior moved to
Greenock where in due course his grandson, Alexander James McEwen
(1876-1971) worked as an Excise Officer.

Joseph Ewing, stationary engineer, born 1879 in County Londonderry,
Northern Ireland, was the son of Thomas Ewing (farmer, died 1912) and
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