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From The Editors

The ®UKmet eor ol ogi cal of fice anno ng
Mar cch Hut no one informed the we 'y |
writedmthioonki hg out onto a grey gr e
Canada is also firmly in the gri 5 how
McEwWa nr epott .noSo,suirtpri sing that re

A

Summer and the gathering at Otte 2ar
warm, still, and sunny days. But we af
Scotl and) , there wild.l be a warm who
time visiting the home | and of t - S e I
Fyne alongside which, stands the site and cairn of
onto a scene which was seen by generations of Ma c E
back in time. The Loch Fyne area remains an inspir
given permission by Don Mclver, a Canadian Poet,

area. So, by being part of our Clan gathering y ou
year s. No gathering in Scotland would be compl ete
what the pipes mean to him. Al so, we have an®the
family, as they go l1la8bmQuot t heir |l ives in the mid

Loch Fyne awaits.
See you there!

Reviresco!
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USA Commissioner Repeg
by Bob and Carol Owens:

Greetings Fell ow MacEwens!

As this publication goes to press,

first quarter, with multiple events

terrific promotional efforts of our

under stat ement

[ am proud to have the pleasure of |

toward the many Spring events acr osj rep

online to see where we'll be!

I f you would I|ike information about s h

Mac Ewen, please | et me know. We are ng

sharing the story of the Clan MacEwe c ha
_d

Top Left & Right |l mages From Florida Highland

|l mages from Arizona High
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Loch Fyne, History and Culture

Standing on the shores of Loch Fyne | ooking west, v
the uninitiated this is where the MacEwens settl ed
back to the Bronze Age, with notablCeeagr Emanarchhaori
The Cowal Peninsula on the eastern side of the Loc
The most notable invaders were from Ireland and t he
beginning of the first King in Argyllshire. The ti
settlers from Ireland. The Norse invaders also | eft
A kin g€Cen®l Cboegtariolll ed the peninsul a. Il ncidentall
was once Pparkti adgfd Btomed f i u

Much of the CowallLamentdshee rheladnebypyrtiiye nates from L.

speaker. They Il ost their |l ands to the Campbell s in
Duno@ampbceadst |l e is stildl prominent at I nverary at tl
Clan Ewen '@#fen®Outregn,( Which was originally built on t
the Campbell s. However, due to the ravages of ti me
now only marked by a cairn. Ball i more which was th
of Otter and was | ost at the same time as Castle M
Cl an Ewen once controlled the 0 _Eeen an .
along Loch Fyne inciGdedl eMasB\ )
MacLachl an (Clan Lachlan) cat¥ Il so
century. On the opposite east och
was once a thriving fishing ¢ of
the''tlehtury, whi ch was streng s b
Bruce. It was the | ast of a | es
def ence against the Vikings. Vi
Fyne and along I nver Clyde. emp
Vi king warriors, King Edgar agnit
cease their disputes between ngs
Scots would have the mainl an ¢ t he
few skirmishes the castle was b 2k Wa
Skipness Castle and made i toical ol Ah e
the 9th Earl of Argyll

Old Lachlan Castl e
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. . Date back to 1B06mBE€. i MhasApngl on 11
Hi gh Kings Oto the Irish kingships.

_ l _ This is a province in the north of
Kings of Ail eghuz N®i Il and was the seat of the

Grianan-@réeachort from t|
or 7th century.

Cnroth8n u? M®iilsl said that several Scottish

dynasty. Cnroth8&8n an Irish prince n
(d 1080) the King of SceE€owakdsf i dMncaweisbsy
‘ |l egend) are descended from thtetbeki ng
g . He was the son oé&6 GrmmotDwusm sam®d bAe
Aodh (m[felamethord of Knapdal e, he is believed t
(d 1200) Mac Ewens.
: SAl ne founded and gave his name
Suibhne (d 1a$gg) considered QloanbeMatcheEBwefno e d & rni |
castle was built t heMavaEwdaaish Inasn ,h
control of the greater part of the
of Knapdale and Arran in 1262 by ttF
Castle Sween on Loch
uncan the son of Sui bhbhbwewhad |ld ved!
Duncan (d1240the mid 1200s. Hi s nBmentpoéanshat &:¢
According to sokweas ,f onyrn dhisn ¢ oti me ¢
I't was around this time that he wa
Otter where he built a castle as h
was | ocated on a rocky point on Lc
bel ow Kil finan, ' e
probably the fir
mound close to O
castl e D¥%rml IMhd c
believed to have
courts.
Sween MacEwen
9t h and |l ast of Otter (last clan ct
granted to Duncan Campbell of Lochc
Sween resigned the Barony of Otter
B K C | Without | and, many MacEwens settl ec
ro en an nei ghbours e.g. MacLachlans. A | ar ¢
others went to Lochaber, Perth, Sk
Ot hers went to Loch Lomond and s ome
sennachies to the Campbell <chiefs.
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Loch Fyne translates to the Loct
evidence that grapehewetoeclkvies ¢
( 65km) in from the Sound of But «
Scotl and. I't i s surrounded by im
Al ps to the north and Knapdal e e
Loch down to Kintyre in the sout
shore runs down from Cairndow at
Ardl amont Point mar king the west
From this point there are vistas
and I nchmarnoch Kintyre is the
steep and remote cliffs as far as
WWwW2 t he Loch was used t o train
however, it i's better known for
restaurants across L®cdht IFymwveaOmyd t |
once |l ocally owned but now exi st
sold in 2023 The Loch Fyne Rest:

operhMotree i nformation www. Ibcec H foyumael.

In the 1833 the Loch was the tl e
traditional drift net fisher men A w |
sprang wup around Tarbert ands pert
i mportant fishing port and c _ ocal
A wkhbwn | andmark at the topzaaf. . - Du
or I nveraray Bell Tower . It CEEEgtl O I | a
Clan Campbell who di kBat thalWw g
and Sutherland Highlanders : ght
The tower was completed in cost
(A800, 00 monepjpaylt has com Loc
Fyne and is said to have th asdt'tﬁé)d"'laloif' ng |
Scotl and
i’. One of the notable cas
SR t he Il nverar ay Castl e,
' Campbell Clan. There
the site since 1553 bt
was buil't in 1743 by
Earl of I Il-Mylnédames eke
his day o ountry hot
943

i mpressed b t hilm gdhy us
because of he f@grreym s |
vievxa}nqdov]:/noobl_lodcdhI nI—gyne
Recently a shipwreck w
Loch by an amateur di
an encrusted drinking
anchor. The site of t
secret for now and a
rtainty as to its o
S r
r

s

y

n c
architectur e, i n 1

y

t

Bel | Tower and

(¢}
(¢

h
I
r
Cromwel |l i an wars
ing on the west c
I, a Swan type, n
e Loch but the n
u have caused the
C tly as January 20
e i ves of t wo fis
awldNagcyodwhleenn t hei r
psized in 450ft (137
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Kilfinan House

Otter

page 10

Site of Mac Ewen Castl e

Loch Fyne from above | n\

Ferry

Kilfinan Bay

References:

Wi ki pedi a

Hi storyirEhandi cgsm of Ail eakh6® the Vikings
Youriri-dNeic¢omf the None Hostages, Buil e, Shu
Hi story of theTBer B8asoofy AfgpPteéerinverane

Wi ki p-eGliaan Ewen of Otter

Coastal -SSawtalrandri sher

Celebrating the history, heritage and wildl:i

BBC Mar c-hLi2ftli8hg barge at scene of fishing tr
Fyne
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Pi pe JR Ewen 0Sque
A Lifetime of Playing Pipes

In 2021 | met Archie McEwan at the ch

me to get involved with Clan MacEwe ab
2022 | travelled up to Inverness fo len

Mac Ewen. I't was a beauti ful day and pr o
the Commander and committee. I'n 202¢ t he
with my wife Olivia and one year ol C®c
during the weekend. Il " ve been to Ottt few
doin t hd n&kvernr been that hot and sunn t ha

meeting up with some of this extend

mi ne.
My great grandfather, of
Banchory Deveni ck, p | n
Hi ghl anders and was th n f
bagpipes when | was ' s @
remember but | did mee i I w
1979 and growing up | e a he
playing pipes in Shetland RwEW&n nhe
Grandparents in Unst. Hi s pipes were
i he got them as a teenager while |ivin
uncle's home with my cousin. The bag
but we each took a drone in the mooth
. From then oem,nult ehdaedsasod0from an old a
‘' night. Every week the young boy, who
I was determined not to be that boy.
Above and BelhgWrs with a blue biro if 1 wasn't
v oer week my fingers were covered. I
Grandad Ale?n?vv)s/eonon after the full highland pipe
wwPeterculter, Aberdeenshire. | both |
very har d and it's not fun. Pract
embell i shments right and memorising

| | didn't practise you got shouted at a
'gnwhen you get the full pipes as now
~~understand, breathing, squeezing, tu
et c. When you are starting out you h
| time you've tried to tune

this point your family wa

I must have been doing

something right as | moved
and then we were soon playing down Union Street an
joined the Bucksburn and District Pipe Band. My gr
|l i ke the right thing to do Bucksburn had 2 bands,
Scotland doing competitions every weekend | i ke the
Cowal Games and the Worlds at Bell ahouston Par k.
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a | ot of wor k, 2
t@menagesule | i

ring and can be

t at Cowal at n

n practices a week, n
d it much. Pi pes are b
t l onely. The guilt t

rrounded by thousan
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CcC ®OT S W”W
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—h

amily moved to Glasgow when | was 15 and | had
School in Dundee. It was here that I started to

I made an automatic drone machine with an air
during the Scotland v Brazi/l opening match of t
st. It was epic.

—cc o<
=~ o35

ntinued on playing solo for weddings, funerals

o pl ag AligegesEvwean hi s daughter's weddi g. This we
d up ready to play. This was maybe the first ti
acken set which sound beauti ful. The are a ver
since.
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h was Stornoway i
by the time we gois
ng The band was |
was quite an incredible yefE
j ery minute. I n
he Royal Mi |l e f

(on
Q
O - wnws o= -

t h
nce supporters. We even travelled to Cat al
ooking forward to our second season and th

this point | was on the committee of the band a

up of players and assistants al/l over Scotl and, S 0

ed to have more in person practices. Some in GI

I do enjoy it now. I have the yearning to | ea

ongst these musicians. Pipes are stild]l very
rwivwespopelsbapd. com

y
ti me am
fo

one band wasn''t enough, | m al
\ Pipe Band Rige SBtaadt eAd di mr
rs and dr ummer s from various
t he whil e our bucket shaker s
s we have raised A41,000 from
r sers a year and | &gt nbumg
d

f
a
[
0
e
u
hi "'s  Huwowswp. iptiaple bGhnadraiitdy..c o m

- DS 9Q T S

d
e
e
!
d
I

en

o fill up all the other weekend:
ompetition band as well. Bar head
-~ 4B and aspiring this year to movV:¢
— - =——=———_and something |'ve not done si nce
Pipe BaEdlAbdrgheébr 22 tynes.and had mor e band‘
eadnm. ehjoying it, especially get
Worklng on it in detail. New Yea

buédytps:// www. facebook. com/ barrheadpipeband/
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The McEwen Letters
by Lady Rachel McEwen

Researching the McEwen family | etters and diaries,
September Bulletin, Volume 5 |Issue 2. They were co
you with more insights into the family. & TDhaqndfax
which makes for easier reading. The personal l ettt
in their 114808s.i Thehéemtdrs also show a style of
since abandoned in favour of cryptic messages sent
Robert, the recipient of the |l etters is at this po
in Glasgow It is thought he is stildl in his | ate
gatekeeper to all the | ocal news. David takes on f
John has graduated from Glasgow or is about to and
he is already embarking on his vocation to Ministe
brother not to have writters al ilfeet tienr Glna stghoows.e Fienwa I
on food and safety in her correspondence.
*BDudxr eferred to i n dbneestobfp uphiel | etters means

1825

(7% R, Vi from R/

( Brom—iowgeret—roawon)

Clochranhill 16 July 1825

Desr Robert

I have but very little time to write you tonight.
You will credit me when I inform you that L have got on

my Sunday's Frook to receive Mmiss Gray and others of her

household, Surgeon John Ronald, his sister etc. etc.

Miss McFarlane staid some time in xilmsrnock &nd delivered
the parcel you sent by her the day after we got Mr. Bryden's.
She has promised to spend some days with us before going

away. She is at present with Miss Bryan at Prestwick-toll.
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I read yon peice of your letter to David respecting kate

the phiz immediately lengthened and a smile
Wiee Johnny is like

ag desired:

could not altogether be suppressed.

to carry the day there: David says: "Blockhead, he'll

better take care he does not get his head broken." | was
glad David, even in the heat of pession, did not sa&y he
would better tske care he did not get his bresins blown out,

I therefore let my mind rest at eese seeing there was no

mention made of fireerms. you think the curds and cream

will be suffering for it - hush, you rasecszl, you are almost
&8 bad ss Jean Clerk, why we have had severel very good
suppers of them 1 assure you, and at which you could very

well have joined ue | dsre say. You rascal you, how dere
oy,

1825

Jou presume to nickneme my favourites? by calling one
purblind Lieutenant - horrid stigme - and other smart

youths Johhny Raws. L have no petience with you and

must "fulminate" & bull sgeinst you forthwith. Mrs.
Bewsy Smith is deasd. Mr, John ncClyment was introduced
to Elizebeth Donaldson sometime about the beginning of
the brigade in Symington's: what she was doing there 1L
cennot tell you., Mr. John wes guite captivated end
gallented her ebout most nobly: their late walks have

been most notoriously talked about; he was treating her with
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wine etc. etc. What Think you of this?
doing yourself justice in taking your victusls, be sure

I do not think for anything L heve yet
Willie is gone

1 am gled you &are

continue to do =o.
heard, lr. Ballingall intends leaving Air.

to gcumnock to Mr. White, Writer, but it is only till they

can get a place for him such &s your's, 1 suppose. e sure

you let us know when you want butter or anything else.

Dr. Auléawae here visiting, 1. mean officially; we

usked him whether you ought to have & certificate: he said

you ought, for if it wes asked for afterwards they could

only give it up to the time you went away, so we hawve got
one which we shall send you when you think you may reguire it,

but 1 suppose until you intend becoming & Communicant it

will not be of any use to you. Hugh wishes to join at the

Sacrament this year and will be exumined accordingly. We

had & packet of letters from John .... lkirs. Beith wes here
.09

from Greenock, that is one of the Meitlands you knew, she

hes insisted beyond measure that I go to Greenock this

summer: if 1 could get, how L should like to go. 1 &am glad

to hear Miss McFarlane has honoured you so far s to make

you her escort one night: sure t'was the first lady ever

had her arm in yours, but says you - "the ice 1s now broke,

it shall not be the last.” Goodbye, L must now be off, &

multitude of things c21l for me: I must put on my best

face and be on the tiptoe of etiquette - yea, must L not?
We all join as usual in sending you our truest love.

The two Rastons have joined the debating society here:

I remain, Dear Robert, your's with the utmost affection

Margaret lMacEwen.

To Mr. Robert MacEwen

Glasgowe.
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Prospect COttagé?Z July 1825

Dear Robert -

I had a letter last week from home which mentioned that
you were well and comfortable in your new domicil:- long
may you continue so: and to ensure the continuance of which
I would recommend you every morning to teke & walk into the
country, for though by this practice you ma&y increase your
shoemaker's bill you will thereby get free of the physician's
visits and the apothecary's nostrums, and 1 now beg leave t0
qualify some of the recommendations 1 mede you in your diet.
My life in Glasgow was sedentary, and much less therefore
would support me than you who from breakfast till dimner
will be constantly on your legs or at least in & high state
of sctivity end exertion. Let your food be wholesome &nd
nutritive. You will find & constant use of ham for dinner
and coffee for tea and breeskfast, though cheapest, not the
best thing for you. They &are of too heating a nature, but
I need not give you hints on these things as your own good

sense will determine sufficiently well for yrself.

The weather for this some time has been pleasant and

everything in this part of the country looks well except

the fruit which rather appears to be & defective crop. 1

daresay it is nearly & month since we had new potatoes and

green pease and such delicacies ..... 1 was down last

woek at sea-bathing quarter - Tynemouth - about ten miles
from our cottage. We had very good lodgings OY rether a

whole furnished house taken. It was very pleasent. I hope
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you still relish your new business. L should doubly regret

it if it were otherwise as L might be blamed for saying So
much sbout your going out, but whether it do well or 11l the
counsel, L do assure you, was given from the purest motives

and deep concern for your and the family's wellfare.

I believe Wyld has & family and you &re an excellent
scholar and could teach after your counting-house hours -
Or Mr. Baillie (I think that is old Mr. Haffie's son-in-law)

- he has boys; perhaps you could give them an hour. 1 make

the suggzestion and you will see whether it be practicable
or not. 1t is not iuprobable thet you may have no time to

spare for such an employment or other obstacles unknown to

me mey render it highly improper even to &ettempt such a

thing - but you can meke your best of the suggestion. You
have got very chesp lodgings (2/6 per week) if they be any
way comfortable &nd en honest landlady, but if you think she
is not sterling she will soon make you psy 5/- by her stealth:

but L hope &l1ll will go smoothly - Keep however & sharp look-
out. Recollect you are not at Clochran - but & solitary

bachelor whom everyone will esteem fit subject for petty

peculation and piece-meal larceny. You will oblige me

by being enebled to acquaint me in your first letter that
you have got & reading of Chelmer's Commercisl Sermons.
I dont wish for an account of my respect for the suthor or

of my edmiration for the bold and poetic strain in which
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