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FAILTE

Itis my pleasant duty to inform one and all that the Clan Ewen Society has had
a successful year.

The first item of good news is that we have a pretender for the Chiefship of
Clan Ewen. | have corresponded with Sir John McEwen, Bart. of Marchmont,
who informs me that he believes that he has a legitimate claim to this title. This
is supported, | understand, by documents and facts held within his family.

You willunderstand, however, that Chiefship will not be realised overnight, but
could be a much protracted pursuit. Sir John is most enthusiastic and will, no
doubt, win through ultimately.

He is aware of the contretemps between ourselves and the MacLachlans and
is interested in "helping to keep them at bay".

We have, at last, appointed a Bulletin Editor, a volunteer | hasten to add - and
therefore "worth ten pressed men" - in the shape of Colin Davies of Huyton,
Merseyside, a somewhat sylph-like shape at that, who is a life member of our
Society, and as such is one of our many dedicated members.

The next piece of good news is that Ron Ewing (no relation) now of Paisley,
also dedicated, not quite as sylph-like, perhaps, has been appointed Society
Manager (sounds like the co-op of old).

His duties embrace, promoting the Society to the outside world, and co-
ordinating the efforts of members for our common good. He has already started
liaising with Kilfinan Hotel to establish a Clan room, but let him tell more himself
by reading his article later in this Bulletin.

His title - Manager - is not perhaps ideal but it was the best we could think of
atthetime. Something less domineering sounding might be more apt. lfreaders
can think of some other please let us know.

We wish them both every success.

At the Management Committee Meeting in Glasgow during this summer, it
was suggested, and carried, that we should offer honorary membership to
certain individuals who have helped the Society in the past. To this end, | have
contacted Mr. N. K. S. Wills - owner of Otter Estates, upon whose land our cairn
and castle remains are located, and over whose land we have to tramp to gain
access, Mr. David Newton - factor to Otter Estates who is responsible to Mr.
Wills, and Lynne and Rolf Mueller of Kilfinan Hotel. | have to say that all have
been profuse with their thanks in accepting.

This being the Autumn Bulletin may | again wish you all wherever you are, all
that you would wish yourselves for Christmas and the year to come.

Enjoy your reading of the Bulletin.
“Nollaig math is bliadhna mhath ur"

Alan Ewing, Chairman
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THE CLAN EWEN SOCIETY A.G.M.

The Clan Ewen Society A.G.M. was held at the Kilfinan Hotel, Argyll on
Saturday June 3rd, 1995 at 11.30 a.m. ’

The Chairman, Alan Ewing, welcomed members and friends. Special
greetings were given to Bernice and Joe Ewen and family fromU.S.A. Lt. Com.
Tim and Mrs. McEwen from Plymouth, Professor Jimmy and Marjorie McEwen
from Dundee and the Ewens from Malmesbury.

Apologles were received from Dr, and Mrs. MacEwan from Ipswich, Ella qum
Inverness, John and Betty from Coatbridge, and Gudrun and Jack from Comrie.

There was also a brief note of apology from Winnie Ewing, M.E.P.

The minutes were read, approved and signed and the Treasurer and Secretary
gave their reports.

A considerable amount of money has been spent on advertising and the
committee hope for an increase in membership. The Secretary reported that the
clan advert is now in the "Scot's Magazine" until the end of 1995, also, in the
"Scottish Field / World" and the American publication, "The Highlander".

Genealogist, Murdo, reported on more pedigree charts returned and also of
his contact with Terry McEwan the runner. At this point in the meeting it was
agreed to hear the minutes of a committee meeting held at Lenzie on
February 25th, 1995, so that any relevant matters could be made known to the
assembled company. This meeting was reported on in the May '95 "Bulletin" and
the following conclusions made known.

The Clan Centre Account to be combined with other Clan money and now
called Treasurers' Account and on a suggestion put forward by Duncan McEwan
a reserve of £250 to be kept for any repairs to the Cairn.

The Maclachlan / MacEwen matter has been amicably resolved.

The Annual General Meeting and
Gathering of Clan Ewen Society

will be held at 11.30 a.m.
on SATURDAY, JUNE 1st, 1996
in the KILFINAN HOTEL, KILFINAN, ARGYLL
with a walk to the Cairn at 2.00 p.m.
Old and New members all welcome
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the post hole positions with the stars. If so it could prove I was on the right track.
Did | actually learn something by accident?

Yours, Paul

Macewen's
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House itself.
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These post-holes found under the floor levels of the Turf House belong to the first
ocvupationof the

MacEwen's Castle. Therewere no post-holes associated with the Turf
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Professor Barry Fell . Emeritis Professor at Harvard University

In "Bulletin" No. 33, in May of this year, our American correspondent, Paul McEwan
mentioned the loss of Barry Fell, to the field of research into the origins of man's early
settling and movements on the North American western seaboard.

How an early ruler of this race of peoples, unknown and uncharted in historical record,
had been named Eoghan in the American Ogam script and had lived around 500 B.C. in
and around the New England coastline.

Barry Fell had made major studies into how Druids had reached and settled in
Vermont. The sea-going travellers, the Phoenicians are found in lowa a long time before
Rome started her conquest of Britain, well before the travels of the Norse, with Lief
Ericksson and the Icelandic written sagas.

A study and work of deep penetration into the heart of America's very remote and
virtually unknown past. :

Professor Barry Fell's work included a book published as "America B.C." - (Ancient
settlers in the New World), studying the Sonotabac pre-historic Indian burial mound in
Indiana. The book is described by fellow writers in the same field of study, as a "stunning
and authentic landmark, destroying the premise of every previous text, re-writing
America's history from a much earlier date”.

Our thanks to Rene Fell, Barry's wife. Paul recently received a letter from Rene,
thanking the Society and Paul for references to his work in earlier bulletins and saying
that Harvard University is collating all Barry's letters and studies into a collection for their
archive library. A fine epitaph, in that Barry Fell's work is somewhers it will always be
appreciated.

Our thanks to Paul McEwan, Byron McKeown and Bernice and Joe Ewen at Fort
Worth, also Walter and Berneice Salts in West Lebanon, Indiana, for passing on relevant
details on Professor Barry Fell.

Shown in "Bulletin" No. 27, the American Ogam Script

New world chiefs with old world names. Above, tombstone of a Vermont ruler named in the Ogam
charactersas Y-G-H-N or Yoghan. In modern spelling this would be rendered as E"(jan, theoriginal
form of the widespread Celtic family names Ewan and MacEwan in Scotland a Ireland; and of
Evan and Efan in Wales, with derivative forms such as Bevan. This ancestor of their clan
apparently ruled in New England around 500 B.C.
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The following is reproduced from an article by A. G. Murdo McEwan
Professor Barry Fell, went on to decipher the Ogam carvings, using the Irish
“Book of Ballymote" written circa 1370-1390. The translation and interpretation
depict the four main characters as being:

NERG TN

L |

Ll '
—1 H Base Line

LLI

i
The complexity of the research is due to American Ogam script differing from

the Irish / Scots Ogham in that vowels are omitted from the American form.

To link the two together, what follows is a short text on the Irish / Scots Ogham
script:

Scots introduced Ogham to Dalriada in around the fifth century. The writing
alphabet then gradually spread out through Pictland. The script is represented
by 20 lined characters incised on or across a base line. The direction is either
horizontal or vertical; starting at the bottom of left hand corner. The dates of early
occupations vary, ranging from 1,000 B.C. onwards. In the third century A.D.,
Picts were receiving Irish help to stem the flow of Roman invaders. The early
Dalriada Scotti (Scots) tribes came from the province of Antrim in Ulster.

Irish / Scots Ogham Characters

L LU U LU
1l i il LA

A O U E I

l 1 111 1 1111
! 17 T 11 1414
M G NG Z R

l L [ LU e )
H D J C Q

l Il 1] e 1
B L Vv S N

Colin
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NOTES ON COMMITTEE MEETING
Held at the Copthorne Hotel, Glasgow on 4th July 1995.

Present:  Alan Ewing Charles Ewen
Eleanor Williamson Gudrun McEwan Joyce
Ron Ewing Colin Davies

The Committee meeting was requested by Ron Ewing, in order to report on the
outcome of a meeting with Lynne Mueller, Manageress of the Kilfinan Hotel and
a subsequent meeting with Mr. David Newton, Factor for the owner of Otter
Estate, on which Kilfinan is located.

The purpose of these two meetings was to discuss ways of jointly developing
Kilfinan and Kilfinan Hotel as a permanent base for Clan Ewen. As the Lands of
Otter are the original Clan lands, it is logical that Kilfinan, being the major centre
of Otter, be established as the base for the Clan Society.

Both Lynne and David were extremely helpful and supporting of the idea and
were keen to offer suggestions as well as practical support.

Clan Heritage Centre

It was not considered viable, at this stage, to establish a Clan Heritage Centre
in the village due to availabiiity of suitable property, costs to renovate, staffing,
etc. However, Lynne is prepared to offer the Hotel's "Lamont" room as a clan
centre. The room will be renamed the "Clan Room”. Suitable Clan Ewen display
items may be exhibited in cabinets, shelves and on the walls. Further on in this
“Bulletin” you will find an appeal for clan items for the centre, so if you have
anything which you think may be appropriate, please either donate or lend it to
the new centre, after all, it will be your clan centre.

As the Clan Room (as it is now called) also serves as a Function Room within
a busy hotel, it is important that the layout of Clan Ewen display items is tasteful
and in keeping with the hotel, therefore, the hotel have requested that the layout
is designed by a professional interior designer, experienced in this type of work.
Lyne has advised us that funding for a designer may be available from Argyll
Enterprise Board. | have subsequently been in touch with Argyll Enterprise and
have been advised that funding may be granted in early 1996, but an application
must be submitted by December, 1995 as this is when the Board meets to
allocate Grants. With our application, we must also submit a list of items which
we intend to display, so if you have anything to donate or lend, please let us know
as soon as possible.
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Appeal

As well as the appeal for items for the Heritage Centre in the Kilfinan
Hotel, we are also launching an appeal to raise funds for a Dedicated
Heritage Centre outwith the hotel. It is envisaged that when we ha}ve
sufficient funding, the Society can purchase and renovate an existing
property in Kilfinan for conversion to a Museum / Heritage Centre.
Obviously this will be several years hence, but we do need to raise a
substantial amount. Our Clan has been scattered across all corners of
the world for many years, so please help us to re-establish ourselves
back in our ancestral home. Donate as much as you can afford. Itis, after
all, for your Clan and your Heritage.

Clan Merchandise

Several items of Clan merchandise were left on display at the Kilfinan
Hotel and Lynne has had considerable success in selling these items, so
much so that we have had to go back twice to replenish stocks. Very well
done Lynne! Some new items are now available and a complete list of
items is shown later in the "Bulletin", with prices. Included in this
"Bulletin” is an order form for merchandise - please use this form when
ordering items, but don't forget to add postage and packaging.

Ron Ewing
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EWENS IN THE NEWS

Gordon H. Ewen joined the society when it was formed in 1977.

For our amusement he has sent the following, what he calls his "Golfing
Obituary" which appeared in the autumn issue of the "Evans Scholars Alumni

Quarterly".
Congratulations, Joe, on your 80th birthday, May 25th, 1995. Good Golfing.

"All it takes is time and effort”
By Tom Montiegel

There are 12 Club championship trophies
in the Gordon "Joe" Ewen family and one
plaque recognising a course record that has
stood for 30 years at the Indian Hill Club in
Winnetka, lllinois.

Unfortunately for Joe Ewen, a W.G.A.
president in 1978-79 and a director for 25
years, none belong to him.

His wife Mary is a five-time women's Club
champion and also holds the women's record,
atwo under par 74 shot on a course that then
measured nearly 6,300 yards from the
women's tees. Daughter Cece lays claim to seven championships.

Joe recalls that when he was completing a biographical form following
appointment to the United States Golf Associates Executive Committee in 1975,
it asked for a summary of golfing accomplishments. "I set a record at Indian Hill
Club playing in the Club championship for 30 consecutive years and never
winning a doggone one." : :

His frustrations bring smiles to his face. The Judsons, father and son were a
particular nemesis. "Back in the 1950s Bob Snr. beat me in the finals. I
remember his wife very pregnant with Bob Jnr, following during the match.
Would you believe 18 years later, Bob Jnr. also beat me!”

Joe Ewen has posted some unusual achievements, "l started to play golf at
the age of six and more than 61 years later at the age of 67, | finally shot my first
par round, a 71. Could anyone else have played longer before shooting even par
for the first time?" He got another monkey off his back recently, he shot his age
78. Always one to add a footnote, he said: "Of course the rest of the season |

regularly shot the year - 94."

Joe Ewen
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