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Sederunt  Eleanor Williamson, Duncan McEwan, Murdo McE
Mattie Ewen.

McEwan

Chairman’s Letter The Secretary read out the E-mail received from
Chairman and its contents were discussed.

Associate Membership This matter was discussed as requested by Lynn
opinion reached was that there was no real need for it unless he feels it woul
benefit in America. We would have to amend the Constitution as there is no h

in it about Associate Membership. If Lynn is still keen to go ahead with it we :
bring it up at the AGM.

Bulletin/Newsletters The suggestion of once a year Bulletin and newsletters ' S
explored with costing estimates but no specific benefits at present. Bulletin

expense this time will not be so high as 120 should be the approximate number to
be posted.

Treasurer’s Statement — was made as follows:-

Balance at 31/1/04 Current Acc Cash £890.00
Chief’s Acc £1,550.00

Funds are low but it is hoped that more members will pay their annual subscription.

Arrangements for the next Bulletin which we wish to get out early:- copy to Col'in
by 1* March and as before, floppy disk — Betty, checking — Rachel and Murdo, disk
to printers (Greenock) by Duncan and packing and posting — team effort.

It was the agreed opinion that November was too late for the posting of the Bulletin
and in future issues should be sent out in April and October.

Stock and Merchandise At present in Alan Ewing’s house — it has to be checked,
listed and priced and advertised to promote sales. Duncan and Eleanor will arrange



to go to Lenzie and do this with Alan and Margaret Ewing’s approval. Itis hoped
that in future lists of stock can go into the Bulletin.

AGM at Kilfinan This will be held on the 2nd Saturday in June at the Kilfinan
Hotel in order not to co-incide with another Clan’s arrangements. The meeting will
be at 1.30pm and if time and weather permits there will be a walk to the Cairn at a
suitable time and we will all join together for an evening meal at the Hotel and
those staying overnight will have an opportunity to chat and exchange ideas etc

during the evening. There will be the usual Church Service on Sunday morning at
which all are welcome.

AOCB Murdo has not managed to complete the communications with Sir Crispin
Agnew re — Derbhfine for Clan and position of Commander due to Alan Ewing’s
spell in hospital. This matter will be continued as soon as possible. The
Committee send best wishes for Alan’s recovery. No fixed arrangements have
been made for another committee meeting before June but if required it can be
called. It was agreed that the September meeting would be in Stirling.

Just as this Bulletin was going to press, news came through of the
death of our former and long-serving Chairman, Lt. Col. Alan
Ewing, T.D.

A full appreciation of Alan’s enormous contribution to Clan Ewen
will appear in the next issue of the Bulletin.




PERSONAL THOUGHTS FROM LYNN GEHLING, C

Thoughts of the Past

it be gas or oil. With the price of everything going up the thought of cheaper hea
to cut the costs down is very appealing to say the least. Idon’t know if any of you
remember or are familiar with the stationmaster’s stove, but it is a round type of
heater that was often used in the rail stations here in the USA. It was fired with
either wood or coal and kept many a person toasty on those cold winter days
nights.

gas (petrol) station where it seems was one of those places in a small town where 1
all the locals would end up to tell stories and hear the local “news” or whatever. I
very seldom went along with Mother as the ladies’ gossip wasn't as good as the
men’s side. It was a rather small place, and if 5 or 6 would get in there it got
rather crowded, and if they decided to light up a cigar or two it would get awful
close in there. Iremember the owner had a pot belly stove in the station and the
men would all gather around to do the town’s business. Frank, the station owner,
had an ice box fridge where he kept root beer and a bottle was just a nickel those
days. Iremember Frank chucking a lump of coal into that stove once in a while to
keep things just a bit warmer if the conversation turned to a more serious tone.
One must remember that a window broken by accident or whatever in those days
was news, so it didn’t take much to stimulate the proceedings. By the time Mum
had finished her business and came to fetch us all out, the root beer supply was
down to a serious level and all the town’s problems had been solved. As we left I
remember Dad always said to Frank to keep the fire going, as he would be back
next week to continue. Lots of discussion around that old pot belly stove. May this
one do the same.

Life was simple back then especially in a small town like Dunbar, Wisconsin.
Everyone knew everyone else, helped out when help was needed and gathered often
Sfor community events. The church was a centre for the town as well as the small
local pub. But that small pot belly stove in that tiny petrol station brought as much
attention together as the rest.

More later.

Lynn




ANCIENT SCOTS LINK TO STONEHENGE

EVIDENCE OF SOPHISTICATED RELATIONSHIP
WITH BUILDERS OF MONUMENT.

Ancient Scots may have enjoyed sophisticated economic, social and cultural links
with the builders of one of the world’s most mysterious ancient monuments,
according to new research.

Experts have revealed a previously unknown link between the elite of ancient Scots
society and Stonehenge, dispelling the myth that Scotland’s Bronze Age tribes were
uncultivated barbarians.

Research into the discovery of a series of enigmatic axe carvings at the Wiltshire
site (where Stonehenge is located) and one in Argyll has hinted that the country’s
ancient magnates were proto-capitalists who ruled a powerful monopolistic
dynasty.

Dr Alison Sheridan, assistant keeper of archaeology at the National Museums of
Scotland, said there was also evidence that the people around Stonehenge must
have been in contact with Scotland.

She said: “These people were very sophisticated with wide-ranging links. It is
nonsense to say these people were barbarians. They were very savvy.

“In both areas, they had a good grasp of getting power by monopolising the flow of
valuable resources. The axehead carvings represent symbols of power. They were
like a way of saying ‘Kilroy was here’ or in this case, ‘King Kilroy was here’.”
The links between Stonehenge and a site in Kilmartin valley, Argyll, were
discovered after a team of computer experts from Glasgow used laser scanning on
the stones at the Wiltshire site, erected about 2300BC, for the first time, and
discovered carvings of two bronze axeheads, thought to date from around 1800BC.

Archaeologists have found connections with carvings on other monuments from
this time which are associated with burials, such as the seven axes found on a stone

burial cist in Argyll.

Dr Sheridan said the prehistoric symbols could indicate that sites in Scotland and
Stonehenge were commemorative places to mark the death of prestigious members
of society.

She said; “This burial (in the Kilmartin valley) was very special as it was bigger
and fancier than most Bronze Age burials. The monument’s grandness and the
axehead carvings seen on only two other cists, both around Kilmartin, underline the
importance of the person buried there.



covered with carvings of images of axe-heads superimposed on earlie
marks.

These cup carvings were on a stretch of living rock, probably for ce
relating to the “otherworld”. Then, around 2200-2000BC, the cist build

designs.

Little is known about the people who constructed Stonehenge and Nether

North cist, as they existed some 2000 years before writing came to Britain
However, those buried at both sites would have been from the upper echel
society, the equivalent of the aristocracy, and were indigenous British pec

Dr Sheridan said: “We can tell a lot from their bodies. They were about the

height as us and just as intelligent, if not more so. It is a myth that people in tt
past were always smaller.”

Dr Caroline Sleith, director of Archaeoptics, a Glasgow based 3D lascr—scannii;' g
bureau operating in the archaeology and heritage sector, carried out the work at g

Stonehenge. She was hopeful that the carvings could lead to further investigations
across Scotland. =
C‘)
“There are a lot of sites in Scotland that are just as mysterious as Stonehenge. 8
There are dozens of stone circles across Scotland, such as Callanish on Lewis. ‘
“They are overlooked. We would love to do a similar laser scanning project there. .-

We have the expertise and if the funding was forthcoming, we would be delighted
to do it.”

Carvings of axes and a dagger were first found at Stonehenge 50 years ago, but
they have never been fully surveyed or studied.

The team scanned some of these known carvings and by comparing visually their
results with a photograph taken in 1953 they suspect the carvings may have eroded
since they were first found, possibly because of people touching them.

The first recognised and best-known carvings at Stonehenge, a dagger and 14 axes,
were found by Richard Atkinson in 1953, on the inner face of Sarsen number 53.

With full acknowledgement to Stephen Stewart, The Herald



TANTALISING CLUES IN AN ARISAIG BURIAL GROUND

“Cruisle Mor” — the big burying place, that is the Gaelic name for the ancient
churchyard of Kilmory, Arisaig. Here on a hillside shelf with a commanding view

over Loch nan Ceall, stand the ruins of a mediaeval church and its surrounding
graveyard.

At first glimpse it looks like many another such site, picturesque, but by no means

unusual. It contains, however, one of the most remarkable sculptured stones in the
West Highlands.

The name Kilmory is possibly a corrupt form of Kil Maol Rubha, literally: Church
of the Bald Red-faced Man. This probably refers to St Maolrubha, a s century
Irish missionary who founded several Columban cells up the West Coast of
Scotland, and gave his name to Loch Maree in Ross-shire. If there was such a cell
at Kilmory then it was probably overlaid by later mediaeval buildings. The date of
the present ruin is a mystery although tradition is not short of possible solutions.
On the one hand it is attributed to Allan nan Creach (Allan of the Raids), a
notorious cattle-thief of the late 15™ century; on the other it is ascribed to his
equally freebooting son, Ewen, whose days were ended by an executioner’s axe.
Each of these acquisitive Camerons is credited with the building of six, (some say
seven), churches as atonement for their evil deeds.

The story goes that Allan, (or Ewen), was finally hunted down by remorse and
turned to the Witch of Moy for advice on a suitable expiation. This good lady
counselled that a cat should be taken, spitted and roasted alive. Upon pursuing this
action Allan was besieged by the poor creature’s outraged brethren, the largest and
blackest of whom finally relieved the torment by informing Allan of the need to
build a number of churches proportionate to his raids. One of these was Kilmory,
Arisaig.

TRADITIONAL

It’s a good story, gory in the traditional style and laden with pagan hangovers
regarding its attitudes to cats, creatures of darkness, as they were thought to be.
However, it is doubtful whether a Cameron chief would ever have built a church in
Arisaig, always staunchly Macdonald country. A more likely if prosaic attribution
is to John Moidartach, a celebrated and warlike Chief of Clanranald in the mid 16

century.

Whatever its origins Kilmory’s principal interest today derives from its unique
collection of sculptured stones. Here, cluttered together in the old graveyard, are
the tombstones of five centuries. At one extreme are the elaborate Victorian
memorials resplendent with appropriate quarterings and uplifting idioms. At the
other are rough uninscribed stones, decorated only with lichen, that mark the graves



of the anonymous dead. The very earliest are 15t or 16" century an
series of West Highland grave slabs, so comprehensively descn'b?d
and Steer in their recent volume on the subject. In th{s they mention Ari
being one of only two places in the Highlands where illustrations of arcl
found - the other being at Rodel in Harris, and there only a quiver fea

UNKNOWN

The crowning glory of Cruisle Mor, however, is the stone portraying
ecclesiastic. Not only does it display a remarkable standard of crafts
such a remote corner of the Rough Bounds, but it also features a most extrao
hat, unique in the West Highland series.

The slab itself is badly eroded and cracked in two, so, in order to preserve
incautious feet and winter frosts, Canon Gillies, the priest in Arisaig has ha
remove the upper parts of the clergyman inside. It has in fact deteriorated
since M E M Donaldson noticed it fifty years ago, because the crucifixion
in a neighbouring panel has now completely vanished. It may well be thereft
that this was never a grave slab at all but part of a triptych, displaying two 4
celebrities flanking a very boyish Christ. If this is the case, then who is the
important personage shown here — there being no inscriptions to help us in _»,'.'("_
dating? 4

One possibility is Ruairi Ronaldson, also known as Roderick, who was appoin
both Kilmory, Arisaig and Kilchoan, Knoydart in 1517. It was a common, if
unfortunate practice of the mediaeval church for important ecclesiastics to draw
revenues of several parishes and in this case Ruairi not only held Kilmory and
Kilchoan, but was also parson of Kilchoan in Ardnamurchan, Eilean Fhiamain on
Loch Shiel, and was later to become Dean of Morven. This Ruairi was brotherto
John Moidartach, Chief of Clanranald, whose supposed founding of Kilmory now
takes on an added significance. Quite apart from his local importance as brother to
the chief, Ruairi appears to have been a figure of some consequence in his day
because he played a large part in the Highland rebellion of 1545. At the time the -
Highlands had risen in support of Donald Dubh Macdonald’s attempt to reclaim the
lost Lordship of the Isles for his family. This Lordship, the focus of Highland k=
political ambition, had for centuries been held by Clan Donald but was eventually

forfeited in 1493. Donald himself had no love for the Scottish state, having spent

most of his life in its prisons, and was now seeking help and cash from Henry VIII,
King of England.

In return Donald and his Council proposed to help dismember the Scottish realm by
attacks from the West. Ruairi, being an educated man, played a part in their
deliberations and was one of two Commissioners appointed by the Highland chiefs
to treat with the English king. Unfortunately, Donald died suddenly and his
rebellion collapsed with him, aided apparently by the dissention caused by the
arrival of some English gold. James Macdonald of Dunivaig, Donald’s successor,
made another attempt, but lack of support persuaded him to abandon his claim and




the Lordship was finally relinquished - a consequence that was as beneficial to the

Scottish government as it was disastrous to a Highlands now without a clear
political order.

Ruairi then was a remarkable man, a councillor to the most powerful Highland
lords, an ambassador to Henry VIII, an educated diplomat who was travelled and
well-versed in public affairs. He must, in common with other great men of his
time, have often been called upon to patronise the arts to glorify himself, and also
of course, to the greater glory of God. No art in the Highlands had more skilled
practitioners or promised a more enduring legacy than stone carving. We should
expect therefore that Ruairi, a wealthy churchman and not unaware of the artistic
ambience of a Renaissance court, would have indulged in some patronage of his
own. Itis very probable that he commissioned the panels at Kilmory, perhaps to
decorate a recessed wall tomb, such as is found in the annexe of the church. The
end-product would then have resembled the Macleod wall tomb at Rodel in Harris,
to which the Kilmory panels have other marked similarities.

ARDCHATTAN

We know that Ruairi commissioned one work at least — his own grave slab -
because it is now found in the priory at Ardchattan. Of course it is by no means
assured that he is buried beneath it, he having ordered it in advance, a common
precaution in those days, but it is fair to assume that he both knew and approved of
the work done by stonemasons providing other stones for the priory. There are
also remarkable similarities of designs and ornamentation between some of the
stones at Ardchattan and Kilmory. In some cases the architectural settings are
similar, in others the ornamented details are alike and in one case at least the same
symbols appear to be employed. Indeed the links are so close that it seems likely
that a skilled man must have been brought from Ardchattan to start a workshop in
Arisaig. If this was the case then the very high standard of craftsmanship found at
Kilmory should no longer surprise us. For in 1500 one, at least, of the famous
O’Brolchan family of masons from Iona was working at Ardchattan. Ruairi must
have known this and it is perfectly possible that John O’Brolchan or one of his
pupils was brought to Arisaig to execute commissions there. If so, then who was
this mason more likely to portray than his own benefactor, the patron habitually
appearing in works of art commissioned in those days?

The clergyman himself appears in Eucharistic vestments, chasuble, dalmatic and
alb, and is carrying a chalice. The most extraordinary thing about him though is his
hat. It has been proposed that this is an old form of mitre, in which case an
unknown bishop is shown, but M E M Donaldson suggested that its nearest parallel
is a copataine. Now a copataine or copintank is described as looking like a sugar
loaf, usually high crowned and conical in shape. It did not always take this form
however; sometimes it was flat or round topped. It was certainly in use in the early
16" century, being worn by both clergy and laity, but it was a hat one would
associate with the cultivated Renaissance atmosphere of Tudor England rather than



Arisaig, did travel to visit Henry VIII at his royal manor of Oatlands in
1545. Is this the origin of the Kilmory headpiece, a fashionable souvenir o
to the court of a Renaissance prince? Such a hat would have intrigued Rua
Highland parishioners and would naturally have appealed to a skilled ston masor
who, no doubt, would readily have appreciated its unusual decorative properties

when included in an ecclesiastical costume. "

SIMILAR

There are several other stones or fragments of stones at Kilmory. Some are so

similar in style and content with stones found in Kilchoan, Knoydart, that they r
reinforce the view that there was a workshop in Arisaig producing quality grave-
slabs for local consumption. Kilchoan after all is barely twenty miles by sea.
Some of the fragments, principally a kilted archer and a skeletal emblem of ;
mortality look to be by the same master-mason as the ecclesiastic. The archeris

beautifully portrayed, the thumb carefully balancing the arrow and the feathers
clearly visible at the head of the shaft.

The skeleton seems to have something between and below his ribs and, by analogy
with Ardchattan where a similar figure appears, this is most likely to be a toad !
devouring his entrails - a grisly reminder of the transient nature of the flesh. These A
two fragments may well belong to the same panels as the clergyman, both the type 8
of stone and the quality of carving being very similar. If the archer is intended to
show Ruairi at the chase, then, given the recreational habits of mediaeval
clergymen, we should not be too shocked. The bows admittedly are only illustrated

in Arisaig and Knoydart, but hunting was a conventional theme for mediaeval 3
craftsmen. ks

PUPIL

A second stone portraying an archer is obviously by a pupil rather than the master.
Here a huntsman is pursuing a stag and hind. but is shown wearing the same hat
described above. Probably it was merely copied from the priest. There is no doubt
that this and other stones at Kilmory show a lesser degree of skill and one is left
with the impression that any local workshop must have gone into decline after the
departure of the master-mason and his wealthy patron.

There is of course no certainty that these are the right conclusions, but whatever our
suppositions, the clues are tantalising; a wonderful carving, a remarkable hat, one
of the most famous of all Macdonald chiefs, his diplomatic brother, the court of

Henry VIII, a picturesque Highland graveyard. Whatever construction we put upon
them there is plenty of interest in Arisaig.

(With full acknowledgement to D Rixson, The Oban Times)



THE RIVER THAMES AND THE VILLAGE “EWEN”

A few stones lie in a little hollow under an old ash tree in a field about three miles
south-west of Cirencester, in the south-west of England. There seems to be nothing
remarkable about this spot, but quite a number of people make their way across the
field to reach it. The inscription on a large block of stone explains the reason for
their journey:-

"THE CONSERVATORS OF THE RIVER THAMES 1857-1974
THIS STONE WAS PLACED HERE TO MARK THE SOURCE OF
THE RIVER THAMES’

Many of the people who go to this spot, which is called Thames Head, are surprised
and also somewhat disappointed to find no water there, except after heavy rainfall.
During the summer months there can be not even the slighted trickle that could be
regarded as the beginning of England’s greatest river. Sometimes — but very rarely
— the rain is so heavy that there is quite a flood and then the Thames actually
becomes navigable all the way to its source.

The Thames is “the King of Island Rivers”. If deficient in the grander features of
landscape, it is rich in pictorial beauty; its associations are closely linked with
heroic men and glorious achievements; it wanders through fertile meadows and
beside pleasant banks, gathering strength from a thousand tributaries. On either
side are remains of ancient grandeur, homely villages, palatial dwellings and
populous cities and towns; boats and barges, and the sea-craft of a hundred nations,
indicate and enhance its wealth. Its history is that of England; the Britons, the
Romans, the Saxons, the Danes and the Normans, in turn made it their “seat of
war”, or settling upon its banks sought the repose of peace and the blessing of
agriculture and commerce. ;

The meadow at its centre is known as “Yeoing Field” and is part of the parish of
Ewelme of which the name presents the corrupted form. Nearby is the lovely
unspoilt village of Ewen with its Wild Duck Inn, an ideal centre to enjoy the
pleasures of the South Cotswolds. The main structure of the Inn dates back to 1563.

Local people were vague about how their village had got its name. One employee
of the Inn thought it was named after a Scotsman called MacEwen.

In early times there was a chapel in the village but it appears to have been
demolished when the church at Kemble was built. The tradition exists that the
materials from the chapel contributed to form the south aisle which is still called

the Ewen Aisle.

In Old English aewielm means spring or source and Akermann in Archaeologia
xxxii, 116 writes that the village Ewen derives its name from one of the springs
which rises in the neighbourhood and that this must be the one known as Thames
Head since the field in which it is situated is called Yeoing Field.






