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Failté

Once again the Clan Ewen Bulletin comes to you from Glasgow,
with every good wish from the Editorial Committee, all qf whom serve on
other committees and, often, have to give much "free time" to these de-
liberations.

A great deal of thought and hard work goes into the compilation of
this paper and, sometimes, we are 'hard put to it' to fill the pages.

This is a publication for members of Clan Ewen Society and,

hopefully, by members of the Society. ~

Consequently | would appeal to you all, both athome and overseas,
to consider, seriously, to send articles for publication — anecdotes, family
histories, anything that might be of interest to our readers. The subject
matter does not necessarily have to pertain to the Clan.

It is always good to hear of Clan members in the news.

Atthe recent B.A.F.T.A. (British Film and Television Awards) Nomi-
nations, one, Andrew McEwan was awarded top nomination for the
Director of the Best Animated Film, and Geraldine McEwan — better
known to all —was nominated Best Actress, thus continuing the associa-
tionwith the Arts and Drama which certain McEwans maintained (over the
years) after Otter. On a more sombre note, the Commander of the U.S.
warship which struck a mine in the recent Gulf war was, and probably still
is Captain Ewin.

Finally, please give some thought to corresponding with the Bulle- |
tin, as some of you have done from time to time.

This is your magazine so let us hear from you all.

Bulletin Appeal

Clan Ewen Society needs you — your energy, creativity, ability etc., etc.
Society will only be as good as you make it. One or two people can get
organised, but in order for any entity to grow it needs to have lots of PE
involved. So please be thinking about it and let us, the Bulletin Committe
items of interest to fill the pages of the Clan Bulletin. It does not have to
professional quality, let's share it.
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(@ D
All contributions for the next Bulletin

should be forwarded to the Editor by
30th September 1991

G y,

FYVIE CASTLE AND CHURCH - ABERDEENSHIRE

If you visit the Aberdeen area, whether on holiday or when investigating
your ancestry, (many Ewens lived here) take the opportunity to visit Fyvie
Castle and Church.

Fyvie Castle dates from the thirteenth century. The building as a whole
is possibly the grandest example of baronial architecture in Scotland.
Behind its stout walls is its great wheel-stair — the finest in Scotland — and
an interior that reflects the opulence of the Edwardian era. Portraits by
Batoni, Raeburn, Ramsay, Gainsborough and Lawrence, fine furniture,
arms, armour and sixteenth century tapestries make it one of the greatest
treasure houses of the country.

The five towers of the Castle enshrine five centuries of Scottish history
and eachis reputed to have been built by one of the five families who once
owned the castle. The families were Preston, Meldrum, Seton, Gordon
and Leith.

St. Peter's Church

Was first referred to in 1178 when King William the Lion granted the
Charter of Arbroath Abbey and one of his gifts to the new Abbey was the
living and lands of St. Peter's Church at Fyvie.

The present building dates from 1808 and has seating for 1,000. The
East window which dominates the church was gifted by American friends
of Alexander J. Forbes-Leith (later Lord Leith of Fyvie) in memory of his
son Percy Forbes-Leith who died in 1900 during the South African war.
The window was executed by Louis Comfort Tiffany (1848-1933), the
American artist who specialised in decorative glasswork. As the secret of
producing this glass has now died with the last member of the Tiffany
family, it is quite priceless.

The window represents a life-size St. Michael poised upon a wheel,
dressed in armour, holding in his right hand a flaming sword and in his left
the banner of the Cross.
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Churchyard
The oldest stone in the churchyard is dated 1592

Another headstone has — !
Erected by James Ewen, Millwright in Balquhyndalichie, Methlic Par-

ish, in memory of his son JAMES, who died on the 31st day of July 1847

in the 19th year of his age.
And of his daughter ELSPET, who died 14th October 1848 aged 3

years.
Also of his son WILLIAM who died on the 7th of November 1848 in the

15th year of his age.
And his affectionate wife CATHARINE SMITH who died 1st July 1851

aged 47 years.
Also their son ROBERT died 27th October 1851 aged 19 years.

The above named JAMES EWEN died 2nd August 1869 aged 73 years,
| felt really sad when | read the above.

James Ewen was in his time a mill-wright of "credit and renown" whose
technical services were requisitioned far beyond the bounds of his native
parish.

He introduced into the district machinery in connection with threshing
millsand his fitting up a steam mill at Balquhyndochy sentthe countryside
into a lively state of excitement.

To witness the start of the "new fangled machinery" the present tenant's
grandfather, Alexander Brebner, invited a large gathering of farmers in
the district, and so favourable a report did they disseminate that the
hospitable tenant arranged for successive gatherings — extended over a
whole year — when the mill was in operation. Mr. Ewen had on many
occasions nearly twenty journeymen in his employment.

Look also for the stone of Alexander Gray. Its inscription reads:-
Here lies George Gray, sometime farmer in Annet who died 15th June

1785 aged 74.

Also James Gray, late merchant in London who died 15th August 1785
aged 80 years, being both sons of Alexander Gray sometime farmer in
Mill of Burns, who died in his 86th year of his age.

Having had thirty-two legitimate children by his two wives.
Brebner
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TARTAN MUSEUM

Members attending the A.G.M. should allow time for a visit to the Tartan

Museum when in Comrie.

The museum attracts thousands of visitors each year and has a compre-

hensive selection of books and maps on clans, tartans and Highland

dress.

There are no steps or stairs to contend with at the museum and during the

Summer Season is open between 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. daily and 2 p.m. to

4 p.m. Sundays.

There is an open invitation to Clan members from John and Gudran

MacEwan Joyce to visit their charming home at Ballaig for a refreshment.
Betty McEwen

"I'M VERY WELL, THANK YOU!"”

There is nothing the matter with me,

I'm as healthy as | can be.

| have arthritis in both my knees

And when | talk — | talk with a wheeze;
My pulse is weak and my blood is thin,
But — I'm awfully well for the shape I'm in!

Arch supports | have for my feet,
Or | wouldn't be able to be out in the street.

Sleep is denied me night after night,
But every morning | find I'm all right.
My memory's failing, my head's in a spin,
But — I'm awfully well for the shape I'm in!

My moral is this — as my tale | unfold,
That for you and me who are getting old,
It's better to say "“I'm fine" with a grin,
Than to let folks know the shape we're in!

continued .......
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"I'm very well, thank you!'" (cont’d.)

How do | know that my youth is all spent?
Well, my 'get up and go' has got up and went!
But | really don't mind, when | think with a grin,
Of all the grand places my 'get up’ has been!

Old age is golden, I've heard it said,

But sometimes | wonder, as | get into bed.
With my ears in a drawer, my teeth in a cup,
My eyes on a table, until | get up;

'Ere sleep overtakes me, | say to myself —

Is there anything else | could lay on the shelf?

When | was young my slippers were red,
| could kick my heels right over my head!
When | was older my slippers were blue,
But still | could dance the whole night through.

Now I'm old my slippers are black,

| walk to the store and puff my way back!

| get up in the morning and dust off my wits,
And pick up the paper to read the "Obits".

If my name is still missing, | know I'm not dead,
And so | have breakfast and get back to bed!

(Written by Mrs. Violet Stevens in 1973)
at the age of 81

Memo from Charlie

Here | am begging again -
Please renew your membership for October 1990 /September 1991.

We are always getting new members and | couldn't be happier about that.
But we need to keep our older members and prod their memories for
renewing their membership.

Charlie Ewen
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CLAN EWEN SOCIETY

®» MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTION FORM
Session October 1990 to September 1991

MEMBER/S NAME ... e e
ADDRESS ... i R SR o PRI
......................................................................... MostCode... e
SUBSCRIPTION : SINGLE £ 5.00 FAMILY: £ 7.00
LIFE MEMBERSHIP: SINGLE £50.00 FAMILY: £75.00

Overseas Members ~ please add the equivalent of £1.00 Sterling In Dollars In
order to defray the cost of bank charges.

Cheques should be made payable to:

Clan Ewen Society,
crossed and forwarded to:-
Mr. Charles Ewen

3 Havelock Park

East Kilbride
GLASGOW G75 sQL
Scotland, U.K.



DONATIONS

As Treasurer | wish to thank the following members for their generous
support.

Mr. N. A. MacEwen

Mr. W. Davies

Mr. S. E. McCuen

Mr. E. C. McEowen

Mr. A. McEwan

Eileen McEwen Scragg
Mrs. H. McKay

Lt. Col. I. D. S. McEwen
Mrs. P. Lewis

Mrs. V. McEwen Eskie

New Members:

Mr. S. H. McEwan, 6 The Square, Wisley, Woking,
Surrey GU23 6QE, England

Mrs. M. W. Barnes, 2 Broughton Road, Ipswich,
Suffolk 1PI 3QR, England

Change of Address:

Mr. B. E. McEwan, 2257A Kaneaui Avenue,
Honolulu, HI 96813 - 3170, U.S.A.

Mr. S. H. McEwan, 18 The Green, Ockley, Dorking,
Surrey, RH5 5TR

Dr. A. C. McEwen, Suite 4, 2515 1st Avenue,
N. W. Calgary, Alberta T2N 0C3, Canada
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OFFICE BEARERS

irman: Lt. Col. Alan Ewing, T.D., Balgowan, Garne

n: _
s Avenue, Lenzie, G66 3AW Scéf w.

TEL: 041 776 3525

Treasurer & Mr. C. Ewen, 3 Havelock Park, E )
Vice-Chairman: Glasgow, G75 8QL, Scotland.
TEL: 035 52 36375

Secretary: Miss E. Williamson, Bellcairn Cott:
by Helensburgh, G84 ONX, Scotla 1
TEL: 043 684 2352

Bulletin Editor: Mrs. E. McEwen, 1 Blantyre Place
MLS5 5JL, Scotland
TEL: 0236 22638

Genealogist: Mr. A. G. M. McEwan, 6Magd'

Edinburgh, EH 12 5BE, Scotland.
TEL: 031 337 0922

North American
Correspondent: Mr. W. H. MacEwen PO

Printed by Fast Printing, 17 Thorn Brae, J
Tel: Johnstone (0505) 31074

262



