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FAILTE.

ff\s you may have realized from the previous bulletin, the familiar welcome and
introduction from our Chairman: Alan Ewing has been missing.

It is with much sadness and regret that I must inform all Clan members of the
recent death of Alan’s wife Irene, after a long illness which she bore with great
courage and dignity.

Irene, with Alan, has been involved deeply with this Society from it’s inception
and the two of them together have been pillars and stalwarts in defense of the
clan and its Society through all their lifetimes work.

Due to the circumstances, Alan has signaled his intention to stand down at the
next A.G.M. meeting in June, as Chairman of the Clan Ewen Society. But he
will hopefully keep actively in touch with us within the committee and society.

I must also inform everyone of the death of John McEwen, who was the
husband of our past Bulletin Editor, Betty. Both John and Betty have been with
us from the beginning. John, a Second World War veteran was a staunch Scot
and proud of it. People like Irene and John will always be remembered with
love by their families and loved ones and also with honour by this Society. A
word sparingly used, sums up the two of them admirably, they are both

irreplaceable.

There are obituary notices from Martha and Charles Ewen to both Irene and
John within the Bulletin. Friends of both, their thoughts and expressions are

encapsulated within a poem.
So this is a sad welcome, but there is much to digest with this edition, therefore,

I bid you, take your time.
Sub Editor: On behalf of Alan, Society Chairman.

On behalf of all members of the Society, we express our deep sadness and
sorrow on the loss of both Irene and John and sincere sympathies to both
families, some personal tributes follow directly. Editor.




Obituaries

John McEwen. 3
Since the last A.G.M. two of our clan member

passing has left us with spaces which will
John, with his wife Betty, joined the Society
dedicated to the work of furthering the aims of the
Gordon Highlanders during the second world war :
of Europe. We send our sympathy and love to "‘J
she keeps her “chin up”. i

Irene Ewing
Irene left us on 7" December, 2002 after a long spe

husband Alan, (our Chairman) visited every day. A
she still managed to give one of her witty remarks n
always on hand to help in any way she could, with h
She is sorely missed by us all. To Alan and family

and blessings.
Martha Ewen.

1 am with you in the sunshine
When your world glows warm and b1
1 am with you when life’s shadows
Bring long hours of endless night
1 am with you every moment
Every hour of every day
Go in peace upon life’s  journey
tor I'm with you all the way.



Secretary’s Report — April 2003.

Three committee meetings have been held since the last A.G.M. — one in Perth
and two in Kirkintilloch. The January meeting had to be cancelled due to the
fact that several committee members were unable to attend. This meeting was
held in March. A brief resume of the business arising and discussed at these
meetings is as follows:-

Bulletin : Present Editor Sidni Terry resigned from Office but Sub Editor Colin
Davies agreed to take over editorial for the present — we are very pleased with
this arrangement. Bulletin now being printed in Greenock as an exercise in
cutting costs of production — so far favourable comments but effort must be
made to get Spring issue out earlier.

Treasurer - Iain submitted his retiral from position but acting as interim
treasurer until a replacement is found, The financial report was presented and
the problem of collecting subs.from overseas is on-going as the Clan is losing
money through bank charges. Various ways of tackling this problem have been
suggested but at the last committee meeting it was agreed that present
subscriptions are too high and a motion will be put at the A.G.M. in June to
reduce costs. To simplify the banking of overseas subscriptions it was moved
that representatives overseas could collect from their part of the world and send
in one cheque to the Treasurer. Other suggestions were a 2 year discount,
standing orders or direct debit. This also to be finalized at the A.G.M.

International Gathering - It was agreed to hold this every 3 years and the
A.G.M. of course every year. The International Gathering would be at the
Royal Marine, Hunter’s Quay, Dunoon and the A.G.M. at Kilfinan Hotel.
Arrangements for this year’s meeting arranged and discussed.

Constitution Changes. - Minor changes have to be made to qualify for any
available grants. Proposed alterations will be put forward at the A.G.M.

Chiefship — It was agreed to pursue research into establishing information
about this.

Correspondence — The Secretary has been in correspondence with our
overseas representatives and has encouraged them to spread interest in the Clan
in their parts of the world. Our two new members, Colin and Janet McEwen in

New Zealand are very eager to help in this way.

Proposed Development Strategy — David Band presented an excellent paper
on this subject which will be seriously considered at our next meeting.

Eleanor Williamson, Secretary.
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Clan Ewen Society Committ

St. Mary’s Church Hall, Main Stre
Saturday 15" March, 2003.

Sederunt: Alan Ewing, Eleanor Williamson, Jim Nf
David McE. Band, Charles Ewen, Barbara McEwei;‘, Mz
Apologies:- Murdo McEwan, Rachel McEwen, Malcolm N
McEwan & David McEwan.
The minutes of previous committee meeting were read,

Business arising:-A discussion on the Clan being rep eser
Games took place and it was asked to join if the other clan
taking part. Further information to be obtained.
Bulletin:- Contents and appearance of November bulletin
praise and criticism — namely cover could be brighter, de
every effort must be made to send out Spring issue earlie
missing from Bulletin due to lack of space should be inc
committee members names to be added to back page, favourab
production from new printers. i
Colin Davies:- (Bulletin Sub Editor) has agreed to edit the Ma;
overseas copies will be sent by air mail to allow time for any o

the next A.G.M.
Subscriptions:- All members of committee agreed that the
high and a motion will be put at the A.G.M. in June that _
Another suggestion is for a 2 year discount and to enco age m
out a standing order or direct debit. To facilitate the collectio
money, Charles suggested that Lynn Gheling would collect
send cheque to Treasurer. This was a very acceptable sol
and Lynn would be willing to do this. ‘
A.0.C.B. - Jim and David Band proposed making up a wel
and costing this. It was agreed. David discussed advertisir
was agreed that he would pursue certain companies. Jim as
C.V.S. (Community Volunteer Service), this was agreed.
David Band:- presented an excellent paper on the Society
Development Strategy’ which was very favourably receiv
seriously considered at our next meeting. It is obvious th
of work into this presentation and he was thanked. Con mit|
given time to read and discuss his proposals. |

A short discussion took place on the A.G.M. programme.
arrangements for the weekend — briefly times arranged fo

Show, Reception, Buffet etc on the Saturday and Church
the Cairn on the Sunday.

Final item of business was general a

Ristagints greement to pursue re
CStabllShan NI ok o E g THCRpe e S p



Dear friends, as I write my article, I notice that spring is now with us. My
garden and the countryside around me is bursting into bloom and new growth is
everywhere. What a lovely thought it would be if we could replicate this every
year in the clan. The chance and opportunity for us to grow green and strong
again, a chance for new developments and new ideas to be put into practice.
The winter months have given me an opportunity to think and what I propose is
to offer the clan the prospect of scaling up its overseas developments, the
opportunity of active overseas members to seize upon the chance to develop
their own overseas branch in an effort to self promote the clan in their own
country, the chance to recruit, fund raise and host various events. The number
of such overseas posts held would depend clearly on those willing to take up
these posts and positions. If, as we have previously envisaged, the
International Gathering be held throughout the world, then we must give these
overseas developments time, assistance and encouragement.

At home, our newly appointed International Procurement Manager, my cousin,
David McEwen Band and myself, have worked tirelessly drawing up an
ongoing Business Plan for what we envisage to meet our needs for the years to
come. This would clearly be dependent on the assistance of all our
membership and after the proposed constitutional changes I wish to make at

this years A.G.M.,

1. our constitution must change to enable us firstly to be able to seek
charitable status.

2. up date the wording of part of the constitution to enable us to meet
modern day criteria to allow us to apply for grants (you will note I said
UP DATE not CHANGE the content of the old constitution).

I am sure this revised constitution will no doubt assist our overseas branches to
apply for similar grants.

The name change of the clan proposed by our membership secretary, Mr.
Malcolm McEwan, I fully support. There is nothing here in Scotland
associating Ewen with our family name of McEwen. The commercial world all
identify with our clan as McEwen. No product to date that I know of bears the
name of Ewen and we only confuse outsiders under this disguise. I was
recently reminded by one of my very good overseas friends that to use the word
Mec in front if a name clearly identifies that person as coming from Scottish
roots. The prefix O’ or Fitz would be associated with Irish descent, Van being
of Dutch or continental origin and Sson as in Magnusson as Scandinavian. It is
only right that Mc, be it Mac or Mc gives clear identity to our nationality. Let
us, prior to this years’ A.G.M. think seriously of these changes and not delay or

flounder for another year.



i e last A.G.M., Barbara and I have been v
E;I;i)itttlllnity to visit and stay with fellow f:lans pe
Upper Michigan. This was our opportunity at last
North America, Lake Michigan. We .ﬂew from.Tor_
and Lynn very kindly was there to drive us to his ho te in V
Michigan. We had a marvelous time there with Lynn
being fully conversant in dress making and E-Bay t :
me now an expert on how to identify a sycamore ﬁ-om B
what direction to fell it. Lynn indeed is a great woodsmz

Fishing is indeed my forte but I am sad to report on th
Scotland and U.S.A., the new country won hands down

I clearly witnessed, during our stay with Lynn and Jill, the
generosity and the support of reciprocal visits to take place
clans people in the years to come.

On our return back to Toronto it gave me the chance to visit th
Plane Heritage Museum at Hamilton International Airport,
Stoney Creek where we stayed with Alan and Anita Mars
friends. They have more Scottish blood flowing through t
Scots. Al and I visited this world famous collection of tim
the last remaining Lancasters still flies over the skies of C:
many people who volunteer their services to help rebuild
to a state of air worthiness and their dedicated service and
testament to the good work being done in that museum. I
lady, Karen Dick, Karen is working with the Bolingbrook
The plane they are restoring has been worked on by these volu
last 20 years and it is still 3 years to go before its final comp

photograph on back cover. ;

I'look forward to this years A.G.M., the Hotel at Kilfinan i
but I believe there are still other hotels and B&B'’s to be four

surrounding area. These can be found on our web site:
www.clanewensociety.og.

We.a.ttended 2 International Trade Fairs in Glasgow and m
exciting items were on display. However, as clan sales am;f
Previous years I have no funding for this year to purchase
you all consider purchases of what stock we still carry. (

at lower price than shop pri da
P prices and can be seen on our updat
thanks to Jill Gheling, i
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['am in negotiations at present with a company I recently met at the Trade Fair
in replica ancient weaponry and if anybody would like to take the opportunity,
we would consider setting up a historical re-enactment society and to enable us
to avail ourselves of the clothing and weaponry our ancestors would have had
back in the Kilfinan area. I am very interested in forming such a society which
could meet at the time of the International Gatherings. My e-mail address as

you will know is ].g.mcewen@ntlworld.com

May I end this article on a high note. Last week, at the Scots Guards Glasgow
Branch Association Annual Reunion, I met a young serving soldier by the
name of Captain T.N.McEwen, a young gentlemen who hails from Cove down
outside Helensburgh. Captain McEwen of the 1% Battalion Scots Guards was
very interested to hear of our association and will no doubt by joining up with
us in the near future. I asked if he would join us at our gathering this year but
he sadly declined saying that he would be taking part in Her Majesty’s
Trooping of the Colour in London on the morning of our gathering. I would
ask all of you who may see this event on television to take note of this fine
young gentleman paying his respects to Her Majesty at her birthday parade.
What an honour it is for Captain McEwen and the clan that our name is
mentioned in such high esteem. Incidentally for those who have colour
television, he will be sitting on a grey mare throughout the ceremony, those
with black and white television can suit yourselves!!!

I hope to meet many of our members this year and for those of you traveling
from abroad, have a safe journey and a hearty welcome to your Motherland.
Yours aye, Jim.

CANADIAN BOOK OF REMEMBRANCE.

Listed are pilots and Aircrews killed on active service during the Second World
War of McEwen family name.

McEwan, Ronald Alexander P/O (AG) J86800/R6190A. From Verdun,
Quebec. Killed in Action Jun 29/1/1944 age 28 #432 Leaside Squadron
(Saevitir Ad Lucem). Target-MetZ, Germany. Please see P/O W. Fernyhough
D.F.C. for casualty list and flight details. P/O McEwan had been interred in
Switzerland when his #431 Squadron Wellington aircraft was lost during a raid
on April 15" 1943, He, however, returned to England on 29" June, 1943, via
Gibraltar which he had reached on June 27.Pilot Officer Air Gunner McEwan
is buried in the Communal Cemetery, Creil, Oise, France.



McEwen, Alan James F/O(OB)J5087 From High

Action Jun.9/1942 age 26.#504 City Of Vancouve
Target-Essen, Germany. Please see P/O. W.J. Pethy
flight details. Flying Officer Observer McEwen w:
Cemetery at Cologne, Germany, exhumed, and then
Cemetery at Rheinberg, Germany. ’

McEwen, John Alexander Sgt/(AG) R193028. From
in action Nov.19/1943 age 19. #428 Ghost Squadron (Ut
Halifax aircraft #LK 950 suffered engine failure and all
Sergeant McEwen bailed out at 15000 ft he was the first it
the only casualty. Sergeant Air Gunner McEwen has no
name is inscribed on the Runnymede War Memorial, En
Surrey, England. :

McEwen, John Finlay WO(N) R142364. From Rlverhurst,k
Killed in Action Oct.22/1943 age 19. #605 County of Warv

(Nunquam Dormio). Mosquito aircraft #HJ768 took-off ai _
trees at the end of the runway at Bradwell Bay, England. T
also killed. Warrant Officer Class 1 Navigator McEwen is
Brookwood Military Cemetery, Woking, Surrey, England.

McEwen, Lawrence David FS(AG) R120920. From Ernfol
Killed in action May.14/1943 age 24. #419 Moose Squadron (1
Aswayita). Target Bochum, Germany. Please see Harrels on O,
list and flight details. Flight Sergeant Air Gunner McEwen

City of Munchen — Gladbach, exhumed, and reburied in th
Rheinberg, Germany.

McEwen, Stewart Almer LAC R19160] — Construction Ha
Ontario. Killed Nov.21/1944 age 23 #8" Construction \
Cove, Newfoundland. A dump truck slipped into a ditch
LAC. McEwen who had been thrown from the truck. Le
McEwen is buried in Parkhill, Ontario.

McEwen, William Tripp F S(P) R69829. From Winnipeg, M
action April. 10/1942. age 25. #12 Squadron (Leeds the F
arrcraft# W5570 failed to return from a night bombing op
by enemy action, P.O. H.L. Cook was also killed. Two R
I‘{.A.A.F - members of the crew missing believed killed. °
Sergeant McEwen’s twentieth operation, Flight Sergeant
known grave, his name js inscribed on the Runnymede W
Englefield Green, Egham, Surrey, England. '



CORRESPONDENCE FROM OUR MEMBERS

How Scofts are the Scots?

New Years Eve or “Hogmanay”, as it is to us true Scots, (as we should not be
referred to as Scottish) is a time for celebration. Another year out and another
New Year beginning, “out with the old and in with the new”.

How do we celebrate? Drinking, eating, Scottish Country dancing, singing,
parties, yes, just like practically every other country in the world but in “our
own” way. Once the whisky or now days any other alcoholic drink takes over
the brain we suddenly become very nationalistic. We pride ourselves in being
Scots, we are unique, we passionately remember history as if it were just
yesterday, we remember those who invaded us hundreds of years ago. Those
who sacrificed in defense and who's actions changed our present day lives. We
remember. Oh how we remember! The pride! Our pride! We Scots! The
English! The Auld enemy! The date to remember? 1298, 1314, 1320 or as most
of would say “about” meaning we haven’t got a clue as to the actual date but
who cares it is the actual event that matters, right? “They” caused us pain,
they invaded us, they took away our rights, they cleared us out of our homes to
make way for sheep, they robbed us, they raped us, it hits home and hurts hard
But we had Wallace, Bruce, Baxter and... ... and..:.x and..../? OkWallace, Bruce
and Baxter but that made up for the last 700 years, right? Stirling Bridge,
Bannockburn and Wembley. We battled against overwhelming odds and were
victorious! God Forbid I mention 1966! They won the World Cup but we had
the glorious '67. Yes 1967, you know 1967? We beat them, the undefeated
world champions, we made an exhibition of them, we humiliated them at

We are in our own Independent Country, we have Whisky, we have Tartan, we
have Golf; we have our own National Flag, we have our own National anthem,
we have our own Monarchy, we have our own music and language — Gaelic,
we invented — penicillin — road surfaces — telephone — television — aseptic
techniques (a McEwen invention), we fought in the front lines of all Britain’s
campaigns in the name of freedom..... we Scots have a true identity! But for all

that we are still suppressed on this island.

In that few brief hours between the Old and the New all things Scots made the
world seem right. It means something. Our pride is ingrained, it lives inside
us with a heartfelt emotion, with a sadness of what was, of what we had
achieved and of what has to come, a pride to go forth and proclaim that we are
not "British” but Scots. (as the recent war / campaign in Iraq has proven /
world championship sporting events) Why does it take an occasion once a year
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