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 Reviresco 

 Greetings from Kilfinan! 

Hello to all! 

As we wait for the response and decision from the Lyon Court on our 

Family Convention that took place in June of this year, we as a Clan 

and  Society have been very busy attending Highland Games across 

the Globe.   I want to thank all the Commissioners, Regional, and 

Individual Games Convenors for making this happen.   We are truly 

showing our potential for growing the Clan and Society to a whole 

new level. 

I look forward to the upcoming year as we continue to develop our 

programs for the greater good of Scottish Culture and Heritage as only 

MacEwens can do. 

ñIt was a great honour recently to attend the inauguration of Dr 
Peter Carruthers of Holmains as Chief of the Carruthers Clan. 
Although a Borders Family, the Carruthers are happy to be called 
a Clan and are now of course, like Clan MacEwen, a worldwide 
organisation and all the richer for it. Their name derives from Old 
Welsh and recent DNA study has proved that they have been 
around the Annan area since 500 BC. The multi-cultural nature of 
Scotland is well demonstrated by the Clans and their respective 
origins, with the French Frasers, the Viking MacDonalds and the MacEwens 
from Ireland, for example. The Carruthers with their origins in the ancient 
Kingdom of Strathclyde might just be the oldest of the lot. They are certainly 
among the most fun and Rachel and I had a lovely time celebrating their 
momentous day, the re-establishment of their Chiefship after 200 years. It is 
exciting forging alliances with other Clans and we will continue to do this, and 
have as much fun as possible! We salute the Carruthers!ò 

Reviresco! 

Coômhla! 

GySgt. USMC Ret. 

Chairman  
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From The Editors 

What a year for events! The sporting calendar has been enriched by the 

French bringing together, in spectacular fashion, athletes from around 

the world and so in this issue, we pay tribute to our amazing, successful 

McEwen Olympians. 

 Not quite on the same scale, but we too brought together a truly 

international gathering of Clanôs men, women and children at Otter 

Ferry, also in spectacular fashion. Never before have so many 

MacEwens assembled in one place for one common purpose, to 

demonstrate support for Sir John to be the next chief of Clan McEwen. 

Also, through the marvel of technology the gathering was able to have 

been witnessed by those not able to attend the event.  The message was 

loud and clear, ñthe MacEwens are backò. Back on Scotlandôs ómapô of 

recognised ancient clans. So much happened behind the scenes by a small but dedicated group of people, steered 

and sometimes cajoled by Sean the Societyôs Chairman. Never has the phrase, ñfrom small acorns mighty oaks 

growò been more apt, especially for the handful of people who were at the beginning of the journey back in the 

70s. Eleanor Williamson, one of our oldest founder members of the society, remembers the challenges they faced 

back in the day. She is so proud at what has been achieved over the years and at ninety-one, she still takes a great 

interest in the Clanôs activities, all be it from the side lines. Another original member of the early Society, Duncan 

McEwan attended the Convention and spoke fondly about those early days and was among others who supported 

Sir John to be the next Clan Chief. 

Our Commissioners have also been very busy attending Highland Games in their regions doing a great job flying 

the MacEwen flag.  Where ever one goes in the world you will find a piece of Scottish heritage and culture in 

some of the most unlikely places such as Italy. 

Also the Lord Lyon has a óhat trickô and there is a first from óDown Underô. 

With all our thoughts now focused on the decision of the Lord Lyon regarding Sir Johnôs journey to Chiefship, 

we bring you, with the help of Lady Rachel, more letters from past members of Sir Johnôs family. We hope these 

extracts will give us all an insight into this great MacEwen family and pave the way for, what we all hope will be, 

history in the making for our great MacEwen Clan! 
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After the thrill and excitement of this yearôs Family Convention and 

AGM in Otter Ferry we returned to the final months of Canadaôs 

Highland Games. 

In July we had a booth at Cambridge, Ontario, Highland Games and 

entertained several old and new friends of Clan MacEwen. 

August saw the 3-day Fergus, Ontario, Highland Games.  Clan 
MacEwen had a booth on Clan Alley.  On Friday evening we followed 
the ancient Celtic tradition óThe Lighting of the Hearthô thus ensuring 
the household health and prosperity in the coming year.  Saturday was 
the day of exhibitions and competition. It is also the busy day for the 
Clans with all-day visitors.  Sunday is the calm after the storm with 
fewer visitors, but we have the opportunity to meet and talk to other 
Clans, thus increasing the pleasant community atmosphere.  I also had the opportunity to 
meet and talk with Rupert Irving of Bonshaw, Chief of Clan Irving, visiting from Britain.  On 
Sunday the weather did not co-operate and we had a mixture of extremely hot sun and 
torrential rain bursts. 

Maggie with her son  

David Younger and 

Rupert Irving of 

Bonshaw, Chief of Clan 

Irving on his visit to 

Canada. 
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                   USA Commissioner Report 

                     by Bob and Carol Owens 

Greetings MacEwen family and friends! It has been a busy several 
months in the U.S., and it promises to be a brisk MacEwen Fall as 
well. 

Following a fantastic international Annual General Meeting in June, 
the American contingent returned stateside to jump into the summer 
events schedule with both feet. June found Conveners Valerie 
Farschman and Stephanie Mack, respectively, hosting MacEwen 
heritage and hospitality tents at the Ohio Scottish Games & Celtic 
Festival in Berea, Ohio and the Festival at Fort Four & Highland 
Games in Charlestown, New Hampshire. Both had great displays of 
MacEwen history and culture, and that extra effort resulted in Valerie 
ñbringing home the Blueò with first prize for her MacEwen 
presentation. 

July and August found a large assortment of MacEwen Conveners, 
including Jim & Angela McEwen, Tanja & John McCuen, the Bing 
Ewen ñgangò (Bing Ewen along with Jason, Stepanie (nee Ewen) Bridget, Ewen & Cara 
Fisher), Michelle McEwen, Rory McEwen, and Dina Lee-McEwan, battling the heat of the 
dog days of summer in the highlands of North Carolina, Maine, and Vermont at the 
Grandfather Mountain Highland Games (and Southeastern U.S. annual general meeting ï 
NC), the Maine Highland Games (ME), the Quechee Scottish Games (VT) and, at the time of 
this writing, our newest Convener Janel Bahr, at Clan MacEwenôs inaugural representation in 
the Wisconsin Scottish Games (WI). Our thanks to all who made these events a success. A 
special thank you to James (Jim) McEwen for his generous contribution and support of 
trophies for the Quechee Games and to MacEwen Convener Dina Lee-McEwan for presenting 
those in the Scottish Fiddling category. 

September, October, and November temps may cool down, but the hot activity of MacEwen 
Conveners will continue strong! Joining those Conveners already mentioned above will be 
two new Conveners, Karen & Bill McEwen, along with long-time Conveners Kelly McCuin 
Givens and Justin & Susan MacEwen. Currently scheduled events include the Edinboro 
Highland Games & Scottish Festival (PA), the Middle Tennessee Highland Games & Celtic 
Festival (TN), the Ligonier Highland Games (PA), the New Hampshire Highland Games 
(NH), the Prescott Highland Games & Celtic Faire (AZ), the Dandridge Scots-Irish Festival 
(TN), the Rocket City Scottish Festival & Highland Games (AL), the Scotland Connecticut 
Highland Games & Festival (CT), the Stone Mountain Highland Games (GA), and the 
Charleston Highland Games (SC).  

Watch our Clan MacEwen Society Facebook Page for details on these and other upcoming 
Clan MacEwen events! RememberéReviresco! Coômhla! ñWe grow strong again! Together!ò 

 

*If you are already convening an event of which I am not aware, please let me know so we can 
recognize and thank you publicly and offer any assistance you might need! 



   Oceania Commissioner Report 

  by Chris McEwan. 
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I would like to begin by acknowledging the Traditional Custodians of Australia and 
Aotearoa and their connection to the lands, waters, and sky on which and in which we are 
working to see the flourishing of our Clan and families. In particular I would like to 
acknowledge the Dharug and Gundungurra Peoples on whose land I am writing this 

update.  

A lot has been happening since I last wrote an 
update for the bulletin. We have been having a 
pretty wonderful year down in Oceania as a 
Clan! Weôve been attending all our usual 
games and Celtic festivals as well as branching 
out into some exciting new opportunities! 
Most importantly we were able to make our 
first formal appearance as a Clan at a Games in 
New Zealand this year over the Easter long 
weekend. We had a great time at the Hawkes 
Bay Highland Games as well as making the 
most of a wonderful opportunity to strengthen 
our bonds of kinship with our clans folk across 
the ditch. We look forward to the next time we can head to New 
Zealand, hopefully to make an appearance on the South Island. 

Additionally, as I write this, I have just finished packing the trailer for a new games that we are attending for the 
first time this weekend at the Saltire Estate Winery in New South Walesô Hunter Valley. We are hoping that this 
will become one of our regular appearances in future years. 

Many of us also had the opportunity to attend our International Gathering at Otter Ferry and most importantly, 
play an active role in the historic Family Convention that formed 
the centrepiece of this yearôs event. What an absolute pleasure to 
spend so much time with so many of our fellow clansfolk from 
around the world, and what a privilege to be part of the 
proceedings that we hope will see our Chiefship reestablished! 
Hereôs to hoping that we receive word soon from Lord Lyon. 

 

The Clan at Hawkes Bay Easter 
Highland Games 

A Couple of Highlanders Visit Bag End to Pass 
on the MacEwen Clanôs Greetings to the 

Baggins Family. Unfortunately we were unable 
to complete our mission due to an upcoming 

partyé 

Commissioner for Oceania, Chris McEwan, 
speaks in support of Sir John as our Chief of the 
Name at the Family convention at Otter Ferry. 

Chris McEwan 
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Having previously introduced some of the National Tartans found in Oceania, we now start to narrow the scope on 
different District Tartans, their history and symbolism. First up is the Tartan of my home state of New South Wales. 

This Tartan was first registered in 1998. It was designed by Betty Johnston and  launched as the Official State 
Tartan of New South Wales, in the town of Glen Innes, on 4th May 2000. Originally, its release was intended as a 
way of raising funds for the Cerebral Palsy Association of Australia and the Motor Neurone Association of 
Australia. 

To understand the intended symbolism of the colours chosen for this tartan it is necessary to make reference to the 
NSW Coat of Arms, the NSW Floral Emblem, the NSW Gemstone Emblem, as well as the history of the state. To 
begin the green field is representative of the saw-toothed shaped leaves of the NSW Floral Emblem, the Waratah 
(Telopea speciosissima). The prominent red cross is representative of the Waratahôs flower as well as being 
symbolic of the red St Georgeôs Cross found in the NSW Coat of Arms. The Golden lines, set within the red, are 
representative of the gold elements of the NSW Coat of Arms from the sheaves of wheat, and the golden fleece 
symbolic of NSWôs agriculture, to the golden lion and four eight pointed stars set within the St Georgeôs Cross, 
symbolic of the Crux or Southern Cross Constellation, to the rising sun crest of the Coat of Arms. Finally the Black 
is symbolic of both the Black Opal, NSWôs Gemstone Emblem, famously found in the Opal mines of NSW near 
Lightning Ridge, as well as New South Walesô origins as a penal Colony. 

Oceania Tartans ï New 
South Wales State 

Tartan 

Waratah (Telopea 
speciosissima) the 
Floral Emblem of 

NSW. 

New South Wales  

Coat of Arms 

Waratah (Telopea speciosissima) the 
Floral Emblem of New South Wales 
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                           A Look Back At The Family Convention 

 

161 Clanôs men and women attended Otter 

Ferry óFamily Conventionô. A truly memorable 

and remarkable event and the biggest gathering 

of Clan members so far!  The challenge is now 

on to increase this figure for future events. 

This was truly an international family 

convention with Society members from Canada, 

USA, Australia, Netherlands, Germany, 

Scotland and other parts of the UK. The 

MacEwens can proudly boast that it was the 

biggest gathering for 600 years.  The Clan is 

back!! 

Some of the American contingent  with eldest Bob 

Ewing  (3rd from the left) to the youngest. 

Chris, Marilee, Torin, Caeden, and 

Fearghas McEwan from Australia 

Off to a  
Flying Start! 

Pictures by Duncan McEwan 
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Members of the Spessart Pipe Band with Sir John and Sean McCuin.  They provided the gathering with a 

fine collection of marching  tunes and atmospheric music throughout the event along with  a piping 

workshop and impromptu tunes in the Otter Ferry pub. 

Achim receiving a well earned dram. 

Piping in the Haggis. 
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Sir John  carrying out the traditional cutting of the 

Haggis, whilst reciting Burns.  

Maggie McEwan with whisky and followed by Lady 

Rachel. 

A toast to Clan MacEwen. 

Sir John with his daughter Georgia. 
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Let the games begin! 

Lft. Robin in a commanding 

lead. 

Below: Chris lending a 

helping hand to Fearghus 

with Caedan off to a flying 

start and Torin playing it 

 

Torin leading the way. 

Chris got stuck into everything with the children, 

hoping the kite would fly in the strong winds, that     

blew throughout the weekend. 


