
.ǳƭƭŜǝƴ 5ŀǘŜΥ       5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нлнн 

 wŜǾƛǊŜǎŎƻ 

²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ǊƛǎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴ #ÏÎÔÁÃÔÓ 
ǿǿǿΦŎƭŀƴƳŀŎŜǿŜƴΦŎƻƳ 

ƛƴŦƻϪŎƭŀƴƳŀŎŜǿŜƴΦŎƻƳ 

WƻŎƪǎ [ƻŘƎŜΣ YƛƭŬƴŀƴΣ  

¢ƛƎƘƴŀōǊǳŀƛŎƘΣ !ǊƎȅƭƭΣ t!нм н9t 

3ÏÃÉÅÔÙ /ÆПÉÃÅÒÓ 

/ƻƳƳŀƴŘŜǊ ƻŦ /ƭŀƴ  

aŀŎ9ǿŜƴΥ {ƛǊ WƻƘƴ aŎ9ǿŜƴ 

/ƘŀƛǊΥ {Ŝŀƴ aŎ/ǳƛƴ 

±ƛŎŜ /ƘŀƛǊΥ wƻǎǎ aŎ9ǿŜƴ 

¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΥ 5ƛƴŀ-[ŜŜ aŎ9ǿŀƴ 

{ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅΥ /ŀǊƻƭ hǿŜƴǎ 

9ŘƛǘƻǊǎΥ 9ǿŀƴ ŀƴŘ tŀǳƭƛƴŜ 

wƻǿƭŀƴŘ 

aŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅΥ /ŀǊƻƭ 

hǿŜƴǎ 

/ƻǳƴǘǊȅ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŜǊǎΥ  

hŎŜŀƴƛŀΥ /ƘǊƛǎ ŀƴŘ aŀǊƛƭŜŜ 

aŎ9ǿŀƴ 

¦{!Υ .ƻō ŀƴŘ /ŀǊƻƭ hǿŜƴǎ 

/ŀƴŀŘŀΥ aŀƎƎƛŜ aŎ9ǿŀƴ 

IŜǊƳŀ DƻƻǎŜƴǎ 

WŀƳŜǎ aŎ9ǿŜƴ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ  

DŜƴŜŀƭƻƎƛǎǘ 

!ŎƘƛƳ CǳŎƘǎ /ƭŀƴ tƛǇŜ aŀƧƻǊ 

www.instagram.com/clanmacewen 

www.Twitter.com/clan macewen 

/ƭŀƴ aŀŎ9ǿŜƴ 

{ƻŎƛŜǘȅ 

.ǳƭƭŜǝƴ 

#ÏÍÍÁÎÄÅÒȭÓ -ÅÓÓÁÇÅ 

Sir John McEwen 

#ÈÁÉÒÍÁÎȭÓ -ÅÓÓÁÇÅ 

Sean McCuin  

ñHappy New Year to all Clansfolk, and I hope Christmas was all that 
everyone hoped for!  
 
With our youngest child Robin now nine years old, we are coming to 
the end of the magical period of full-on belief in Father Christmas but 
- Rachel and I continue to insist - Santa Claus does exist! In what 
other circumstances do presents just appear and there is no one to 
thank for them? The tiny and unimportant deception, which is 
practised on youngsters, concerns the identity of the elves. It's an 
inside job. And utterly delightful for all that. I consider it the greatest privilege of the 
year, doing the work of Santa, and long may we all believe, believe, believe! Father 
Christmas: an unmitigated good: Clan MacEwen: likewise."  

Greetings from Kilfinan! 

Hello to all the members of the Clan and Society.     

As we wind down the year I would like to thank each and every one of 

you for making this year a great success. We have had more presence at 

Highland Games throughout the world than ever before thanks, in no small 

part, to the Country Commissioners and Regional Conveners.    The 

Executive Committee is consistently providing expertise in a vast range of 

disciplines, making the management of the Society and Clan in general 

very manageable.  We have been able to renew the website, which now 

allows a much easier experience across all media platforms.  

As the New Year gets underway, I look forward to the organizing of our 

annual AGM here in Kilfinan and our participation at what is expected to 

be our most ambitious calendar yet! This is completely down to the 

dedication of the Commissioners, Conveners and kinsmen and women 

alike. 

I am looking forward to welcoming as many as possible to our AGM on the 2nd to the 4th 

of June 2023.  The kinship and camaraderie are second to none. 

Keep a look out on the website for updates to the events schedule and if you think there 

is a Highland games that we should be attending, do not hesitate to send us an email or 

contact your Country Commissioner. 

Reviresco!      Coômhla!      
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From the Editors 

Ewan and Pauline Rowland 

Every issue of the Bulletin starts off with a plan.  The best bit for us is seeing it come 

together with the help of our contributors, without whom we wouldnôt have as many 

varied and interesting pieces to read. As the Societyôs membership increases from 

around the world, we look forward to receiving yet more items for the Bulletin which 

will inform and entertain us. Our aim is to offer a range of interesting stories, 

anecdotes, historical pieces, and information for you to either read from cover to 

cover, or to dip into. Some items are one-offs, but others have a longer life, such as 

the one starting in this edition focussing on tartan, which has a worldwide appeal.  If 

you would like to provide us with your own creative thoughts, we will be delighted to 

receive them, or you may be just interested to sit back and enjoy!  

We wish our members a contented, healthy and prosperous New Year! 

Contact us at info@clanewensociety 

Glad tidings Clan MacEwen Society Members!  
 
As the holiday season gets underway, I want to personally thank each of you for your 
generosity in supporting our Society through your membership! As we grow, Team 
MacEwen continues to look for ways to make it easier for you, our members, to be 
involved and to continue this support.  
 
Now in place, is a simpler and more direct method for joining or renewing membership in 
the Society.  
 
Going forward, you will receive a personalized email notification around the first of the 
month in which your membership renews. This email will contain a link which will allow 
you, with a simple click of your mouse, to quickly and securely update your personal 
information and make your payment. Once you do, you will receive an automated 
acknowledgement of your payment as well as the code for accessing the members-only portion of the website and 
the special members-only 10% discount code for the Clan MacEwen Shop. Using this current information, a new 
or renewal Certificate of Membership will then be mailed to the updated address on file.  
 
New members will also receive a special members-only lapel pin, and for each renewing member, a tree will be 
planted in the MacEwen Wood in the Kilfinan Community Forest. 
 
YOU are the reason we "grow strong again!" If you have any questions regarding your membership, please 
don't hesitate to contact me at carolmarieowens@gmail.com or info@clanmacewen.com. 
 
 
Reviresco! Co'mhla! 
 

Membership Report 

by Carol Owens 
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                   USA Commissioner Report 

                 By Bob and Carol Owens 

Clan MacEwen in the USA 

Robert L. Owens, Commissioner USA 

 

Greetings from your Clan MacEwen ñcousinsò in the US! 

 

As we move full speed ahead into the holiday season, plans are already underway for a busy 
2023 festival and highland games season. May your own holidays be Merry and Bright! 

 

In the U.S., weôll be kicking off the first quarter of 2023 with warm, sunny weather in 
Florida, with a Clan MacEwen tent and presence at the following: 

 

 

 

January 7the and 8th  Keys Celtic Festival     Marathon, Florida 

January 23rd and 24th  Central Florida Scottish Highland Games  Winter Springs,Florida 

February 11th and 12th Tallahassee Highland Games    Tallahassee, Florida 

February 18th and 19th Mount Dora Scottish Highland Festival  Mount Dora, Florida 

March 11th and 12th  St. Augustine Celtic Music and Heritage Festival St. Augustine, Florida 

 

 

In addition to those events listed above (for which we are now registered), we also have plans to be at the Dunedin 
Highland Games (FL) in early April, the Savannah Scottish Games (GA) in early May, the Grandfather Mountain 
Highland Games (NC) in July, and a multitude of other events throughout the country and the year.  A complete list 
of countrywide events will be available soon on the Members section of the website at www.clanmacewen.com  

 

In preparation for this busy season, Clan leadership, including the Country Commissioners, regional conveners, and 
individual conveners have been hard at work on producing a ñClan MacEwen Guide to Convening.ò This 
blueprint for enjoyably and successfully representing Clan MacEwen at various events throughout the world is 
chock full of helpful advice and tips from new and seasoned conveners to help other less experienced Clan folks 
get started in convening additional events in which they are interested. This too will be available on the Members 
Section online at www.clanmacewen.com 

 
IF YOU ARE INTERESTED in convening, or assisting in convening an event in your area, please contact me, 
Robert (Bob) Owens at owens@rebelscreek.com and Iôll be happy to help you set that up.  

 
*If youôre already convening an event of which Iôm not aware, please let me know so we can recognize and thank 
you publicly and offer any assistance you might need! 

http://www.clanmacewen.com
http://www.clanmacewen.com
mailto:owens@rebelscreek.com
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   Oceania Commissioner Report 

  By Chris McEwan 

Itôs been a bit of a mixed time for us down under in the second half of the year. Our 
prolonged period of extreme wet weather continued throughout the end of winter and into 
spring causing the remaining Highland gatherings and games in New South Wales and the 
Australian Capital Territory to be cancelled or postponed until 2023. 

 

Our friends in other States had a better time, with Greg McEwan being able to attend a 
number of events both in Victoria (Daylesford Highland Gathering) and in South Australia 
(Glenn Barr Highland Gathering). Unfortunately, we were unable to secure a space for our 
tent at either of these games this year and so they were more scouting trips to know what to 
expect for next year. 

 

We are all very much looking forward to a packed calendar of events next year starting on New Yearôs Day with 
the Maryborough Highland Gathering in Victoria. Hopefully the third consecutive La Nina event that is affecting 
us peters out early in the year as predicted and we can look forward to drier grounds in the New Year. 

 

We are hopeful that we may be able to continue pushing further west and further east in 2023. If you are in New 
Zealand or any of the Western Australian States (SA, NT & WA) and interested in learning how to convene a tent 
at your local Highland Games or Gathering please get in touch! I would love to speak to you. 

 

Nollaig Chridheil agus Bliadhna Mhath Ur! Have a wonderful Holiday and we will see you all in the New Year. 

YHA Australia 

webtopnews.com 

Chrisôs wreath made from 

Australian Seasonal Flowers 



                        Canada Commissioner Report 

                        By Maggie McEwan 
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Greetings from a snowy southern Ontario. 

This is a quiet time for Clan MacEwen in Canada with no Highland Games until late spring.  

At the time of writing, we do have Hogmanay and Burns Night in our future. 

A small group of Clan MacEwen members living close to Hamilton, Ontario enjoyed a visit 

and dinner with Sean McCuin in Waterdown. Sean was on his way to Kitchener/Waterloo 

where he was able to meet more new Clan MacEwen Society members. 

A belated óSeasons Greetingsô to all members and best wishes for a happy and healthy 2023. 

Maggie McEwan 

Nova Scotia 

The province of Nova Scotia is a peninsula, the mainland and Cape Breton Island, and 

an island on the Atlantic Coast of Nova Scotia. The province became a refuge for 

fleeing loyalists and others as well as becoming the destination for many Scots fleeing 

óThe Clearancesô. This coincided with arrival of the ship óHectorô on September 15, 

1773. Most of the passengers were Gaelic speakers and Nova Scotia has retained the 

use of the Gaelic language today.  Nova Scotiaôs tartan was designed by several ladies 

in the textile trade and was shown at a convention in 1953. It was greatly admired and 

was registered in 1956, making it the first provincial tartan in Canada.  It was officially 

adopted by the province in 1963. Blue represents the sea, White represents the granite 

rocks, Gold for the Royal Charter and Red for the lion rampant on their provincial flag. 

 

Newfoundland and Labrador 

The Province of Newfoundland and Labrador is our easternmost province.  In earlier 

days Newfoundland was originally a British Colony, then became a Dominion, thus an 

independent country and on March 31, 1949 became a province of Canada. 

The official tartan of Newfoundland and Labrador was designed in 1955 and 

registered in 1973.  The colours are:- 

Green, representing the pine forests, Yellow and White, come from ñOde to 

Newfoundlandò, the white representing snow, Brown and Red, representing Bell 

Island, a remarkable geological island and red represents the Royal Standard. 

In this and future editions of the Bulletin we will be looking at how tartan has been designed, and the 

meaning of the colours adopted by different provinces, territories and countries. We start off with two 

tartans from Canada, researched and presented by Maggie McEwan. You can read more about tartan and 

their stories further in this edition. 
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Inauguration and Celebration of The Buchanan Chief 

For the first time in over 340 years the Clan Buchanan welcomed a new chief; J. Michael Ballieï Hamilton 

Buchanan chief of the Name and Arms of Buchanan. The event took place at the Clan Seat, in Stirlingshire in 

October 2022.  The ceremony was conducted in the walled garden nestled in the shadows of Cambusmore Manor 

on the Cambusmore Estate. 

 

Matriculation 

Certificate 
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Death of a Prince 

by 

Ewan Rowland 

No pomp and ceremony or lying-in state with thousands waiting in line to pay their respects. Instead, obituaries in 

local, regional and national newspapers announced the death of Lawrence MacEwen on May 16th, 2022, aged 81.  

He was sometimes known as the óKingô, óLairdô and óPrince of Muckô. 

Lawrence was the proud owner of Muck a small island in the Inner Hebrides, close to neighbouring islands of 

Rum, Eigg and Canna.  Muck derived its name from the Gaelic word Moieach meaning swine. In 1785, James 

Boswell 9th Laird of Auchinleck took this to mean that the name of the island meant óSows Islandô. It is now 

thought to refer to the high number of porpoises around it. Historically, porpoises were called ómereswineô. 

The island is small, only 559ha and its highest point, Beinn Airein, is 

137m.  At the time of writing, it is thought to have a population of 38. 

Farming is the main activity, but local inhabitants make rugs and clothing 

and benefit from growing tourism.  Mains electricity arrived in 2013 and 

there is also a bank of wind turbines. Other recent developments include a 

shooting business, a luxury hotel and holiday yurts.  

In its obituary, The Herald newspaper noted that Lawrence spent his whole 

life on the island, which had been in the MacEwen ownership since 1896, 

originally bought by his fatherôs uncle. Lawrenceôs father, a naval officer, 

passed the ownership of Muck to his eldest son Alistair who was two years 

older than Lawrence. Lawrenceôs father, Commander MacEwen is buried 

on the island inside a Viking stone circle.  

As a boy, Lawrence loved and learnt poems and would sit for long periods 

watching the tide. He loved his life on the island but at the age of 12 he was 

sent to boarding school, where he felt totally out of place. 

One day, Alistair announced to Lawrence that he was moving to Australia 

and said that they could either sell the island or just use it as a summer 
retreat.  Lawrence recounts that on hearing this he ñfelt sickò. The BBC 
made a ófly on the wallô documentary about Lawrence and he talked briefly 

about his older brother whom he admired. He felt that Alistair was a 
troubled person who found it difficult to shoulder his responsibilities and sadly he committed suicide in 1966, 
leaving two children. So, the island was signed over to Lawrence who said he too was daunted by the huge 

responsibility facing him. In the documentary, Lawrence was asked what it was like owning an island and he 
replied that he didnôt wake up each morning and think 
that he owned it, just that it was his job to look after it. 

In his later years, Lawrence and his wife moved out of 
their farmhouse to allow his son Colin and wife and 
children to move in to run the farm. Lawrence and his 

wife moved next door to a much smaller house.  Colin 
manages the farm, but Lawrence continued to look after 
the cows, which were his passion.  

tƻǊǘ aƼǊ 
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The opening sequence of the BBC film shows Lawrence on the beach with his cows. He is scratching the neck of a 

cow and a large bull whilst talking affectionately to them, as if they were his children. He frequently chatted to his 

much-loved cows and it was said that he shared gossip with them as he walked them back to the cowshed for 

milking. 

In the BBC documentary, Lawrence reflected on his life and that of his father, by reading from diaries they kept. 

Lawrenceôs father would take his children down to the beach every morning for a swim. Up until Lawrenceôs death 

he would take a cold bath every morning which was part of his daily routine. Lawrence comes across in the 

programme as a softly spoken, sensitive, caring, humble and well-educated man. He recalls times from his youth 

when he and his brother and friends would walk barefoot across the island; the soles of their feet becoming so hard 

they could hardly feel sharp objects when walking. 

As owner or Laird, he took his responsibilities seriously. He accepted that Muck needed to progress, so that the few 
inhabitants could benefit from modern facilities such as wind power and the income from visitors to the island in 
the summer. However, he felt that although progress was necessary, it was a case of óevolution not revolutionô. 

This sometimes brought him into conflict with his son, who was trying to introduce more modern farming methods. 
Watching the documentary, there were moments of friction between Lawrence and his son Colin. Handing over a 
lifetime of being in charge can never be easy and for those of us who can relate to this, there is also the need to feel 

useful and needed. Lawrence saw his cows as a way of remaining independent and hanging on to the traditional 
farming ways. He didnôt want to let go and his wife tried to persuade him to do less and focus on what he could do, 
since he was less steady on his legs. But despite his advancing years and diminishing mobility (he could be seen 

driving his old red tractor round the island), he still wanted to make a contribution to island life saying, ñI should 
know something after 50 yearsò.  

He was pragmatic about life and death, as most farmers are, commenting that all you can hope for is a ñgood life 

and good deathò.  He lived long enough to see the birth of his youngest grandchild Magnus Alistair MacEwen.  

Lawrence is buried in an open graveyard so that his beloved cows could walk 
over him and share gossip with him. 

ña good life and good deathò. 

References: 

Wikipedia ï óMuck Scotô   

Map of Muck M1REK 

Photograph of Port M¸r - 2004 David Cracker 

Photograph of Lawrence on his tractor ï Yahoo! News 
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A Guide to Eigg and Muck Lawrence MacEwen February 

1971 

Photograph of Lawrence with a cow ï óA Man is an Islandô 

film by Cindy Jansen www.edfilmfest.org.uk 

Photograph of Lawrence and his dog ï Jim Richardson : 

Master of Meaningful Stories ï Digital PhotoPro 

The Oban Times 

BBC ï Prince of Muck 
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A Party at The Palaceõ 

by 

Ross M. McEwen Society Vice-Chair 

My wife Victoria and I recently had the great pleasure and privilege of 

representing the Clan at a spectacular Gala Dinner at The Palace of 

Holyrood House in Edinburgh, hosted by HRH The Princess Royal 

(Princess Anne), the only daughter of the late Queen Elizabeth, and 

younger sister of the new King Charles III.  

The event marked the 200th Anniversary of the Royal Celtic Society, 

the group formed in 1820 charged with supporting the language, 

literature, music and culture of the Highlands and Western Islands of 

Scotland.  The event had been delayed for two years due to COVID, 

however that did not deter spirits, as over 100 invited guests from 

throughout Scotlandôs Celtic, Clan and Heraldic cultural spaces 

gathered in the very grand surroundings of Holyrood Palace to mark 

this great occasion.  

Highland culture and Clan symbolism had been in steep decline 

following the 1746 Battle of Culloden, in addition to Chiefs and Clans 

being stripped of their legal feudal powers and way of life, the wearing 

of tartan, the Gaelic language and the celebration of Celtic culture had 

become a closeted secret in some areas of Scotland, and a lost relic of 

the past in others. Given the increasing change in attitudes relating to 

Celtic / Clan culture following the death of the last male member of the 

Royal House of Stuart in 1807, The Royal Celtic Society sought to re-

establish the elements of this culture which could be saved, and seek to reinvent as much as possible, the rest. The 

Society was formed by a group of high-profile Highland gentlemen, including the famed Scottish writer Sir Walter 

Scott who served as the Societyôs first Vice-President. The Society was in the vanguard of the Highland 

renaissance in the early 19th century and its role in promoting the culture of the Highlands and Western Isles was 

recognised with the grant of a Royal Charter by Queen Victoria in 1873.  
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Following the drinks reception in the Throne Room, the dinner then took place in the Great Gallery, a spectacular 

part of the Palace decorated with the portraits of the 95 Kings and 1 Queen of Scots of the Royal Stuart dynasty, 
starting with Fergus I, the founder of what would eventually become Scotland in around 330BC. Grace was given 
by the President of the 1745 Association The Very Rev. Dr Emsley Nimmo in both Gaelic and English, The 

Princess then toasted the success of the Society, and remarked how its current Chairman, Alan Hay, has brought 
the Society to new heights despite the impacts of COVID; sentiments I wholeheartedly agreed with.  

The event was also attended by The Lord Lyon and Linlithgow Pursuivant Extraordinary, who both were centre 

stage at the late Queenôs funeral processions in Edinburgh and London, as well as numerous Chieftains and 

representatives of likeminded organisations across Scotland, which provided terrific networking opportunities to 

discuss how the Clan space can continue to prosper.  

Despite the Scottish Highlands being geographically larger than Belgium, readers may be surprised to learn it has 

a population of only just over 300,000, making Highlanders a bit of a rare species! On a personal note, while my 

own McEwen ancestors moved to Inverness from The Orkney Isles only in the 1950s, the Highlands are such a 

large and important part of my identity and outlook on life, and I know several other members of the Clan with 

similar heritage will feel the same.  

While I am incredibly fortunate to represent the Clan at events on a regular basis, this event held particular 

meaning and significance given it was to celebrate the Highlands. Hopefully as Clan MacEwen continues to grow 
and prosper, we too can join the concerted effort to safeguard and protect Highland and Island Culture long into 
the future.  

ôA Party at The Palaceõ 

Royal Celtic Society Coat of Arms  Lord Lyon Coat of Arms 

Princess Anneôs Coat of Arms 



tŀƎŜ мо 

Argyll - The Burns Connection 

by Duncan McEwan 

Our national bard, Robert Burns, visited Argyll during his West Highland Tour of 1787 which took him from Dunoon, Loch 

Eck and Strachur to Inveraray, returning via Cairndow, the Rest and Be Thankful, Arrochar, Loch Lomond to Dumbarton. 

He is commemorated with statues around the world, 20 of which are in Scotland, but surprisingly, none is in Argyll. 

This is offset by the statue in Dunoon, of Mary (Margaret) Campbell - Highland Mary, Bonnie Mary oô Argyll ï with whom 

Burns had a brief but intense love affair. It was erected in 1896 on Castle Hill, overlooking the pier and the Clyde estuary. The 

Argyll connection is that Mary was born in Dunoon before moving to Campbeltown and thence to find work in Ayrshire 

where she met Robert. 

Such was his passion for Mary that he wrote 3 poems about her - "The Highland Lassie O", "Highland Mary" and "To Mary 

in Heaven" as well as a song "Will ye go to the Indies, my Mary?ò which suggests they may have planned to emigrate 

to Jamaica together? 

The golden hours, on angel wings, 
Flew o'er me and my dearie; 
For dear to me as light and life 
Was my sweet Highland Mary. 
 
Other statues of Mary exist including one in Buckingham Palace (a birthday gift from Prince Albert to Queen Victoria), 

another in Sefton Park, Liverpool and one of Burns and Mary together can be found in Bathgate. She has also been the subject 

of many paintings. 

Their final parting location is commemorated by a fine sandstone monument at Failford in Ayrshire.  
 
Wi' mony a vow, and lock'd embrace, 
Our parting was fu' tender; 
And pledging aft to meet again, 
We tore oursels asunder: 
 

Mary died, aged 23, in 1786 and is buried in Greenock Cemetery beneath a fine headstone designed by John Mossman in 

1842. 

But oh! fell death's untimely frost, 
That nipt my flower sae early! 
Now green's the sod, and cauld's the clay, 
That wraps my Highland Mary! 
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Burns Travels in Argyll 

1. Dunoon 

2. Loch Eck 

3. Stachur 

4. Cairndow 

5. Arrochar 

6. Loch Lomond 

7. Dumbarton 

8. Greenock 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jamaica
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Argyll - the Burns Connection Photographs by Duncan McEwan 

Mary Campbell overlooking the  

Clyde at Dunoon 

Monument to Highland Mary, Fairford, South Ayrshire 

Monument erected 1842 over Maryôs grave at 

Greenock 

Mary Campbell and Robert Burns were lovers 


