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FAILTE

| have to start with an apology to all members for the late arrival of this

"Bulletin". This has been partly due to the fact that we still have no "Bulletin”
Editor.

| should say that the publicity we have engendered trying to fill this vacancy
has not gone unnoticed. Stirrings in the ranks have been noted from one
direction so far, but | should have thought that members might have been
clamouring for this job. After all, a bit of competition would not be amiss.

The task is not an onerous one. We publish only two "Bulletins” in the year.
The main job of the Editor is to "chase up" those who submit copy regularly for
publication, to encourage members to submit articles of interest, and generally
plan or edit the lay-out of each issue. Any expenses incurred in so doing would
be reimbursed by the Treasurer.

An Editor would greatly relieve the "pressures” on the Chairman and Vice-
Chairman who have other commitments, and who have been engaged in the
Editor's duties so far.

Who wishes to be in the short leet for selection?

To update my article - November, '94 "Bulletin” - on the contretemps between
MacEwen and MacLachlan, | have to say that it did attract some interest from the
media.

I had a telephoned interview with a reporter from the newspaper "Scotland on
Sunday" which, in the event, was not published.

Dorothy Grace Elder, from the BBC, came out to Lenzie and taped an
interview which was broadcast on the radio programme "Scotland Today".

Dorothy was more thorough, in that she contacted Rennie McOwan, a
prominent Scottish writer, journalist, and clan member who addressed his
thoughts to the broadcast.

We have taken steps to rectify the MacLachlan recruiting adverts by placing
our own in "The Scottish Field and World" magazine, "The Scots Magazine" and
soon in the "Highlander" magazine, and we have refrained from advertising for
MacLachlans or Gillespies, etc., under the pretext of a so-called common
ancestor.

Further, when Roderick MacLachlan pled ignorance of the existence of a Clan
Ewen Society, this was claimed due to the fact that we are not a member of the
"Standing Council of Scottish Chiefs", membership of which requires a clan to

have a chief.
In an attempt to rectify this shortcoming, | have been in correspondence with
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the Lord Lyon, who is the ultimate authority in these matters, seeking gui_dance.
As aresult, | have reason to believe that we may, in due course - these things do
not happen overnight - be in a position to apply for membership of that august

council,

Alan Ewing
(Chairman)
COMMITTEE MEETING HELD AT
BALGOWAN
GARNGABER AVENUE, LENZIE, ON SATURDAY,
25th FEBRUARY, 1995, AT 11.00 a.m.
Present: Lt. Col. Alan Ewing Mr. Charles Ewen
Miss E. McEwan Williamson Mr. Murdo McEwan
Mrs. G. MacEwan Joyce
Apologies:  Duncan McEwan John McEwen

1 MacLachlan / MacEwen

2. “Bulletin" Editor

3.  Advertising

4 Clan Centre Account

5. The appointment of a Chief or Commander

1. MacLachlan / MacEwen. Charles Ewen read a letter he had received from
Roderick MacLachlan, Secretary, Clan MaclLachlan Society, dated 8th
January, 1995 in which he promised that the name MacEwen will be
removed from their adverts.

The Committee agreed that the matter is now closed amicably.

2. "Bulietin " Editor. The Secretary stated that she had written, and also
phoned Gordon Comrie (who had applied) inviting him to be present at this
meeting. She had no reply and Gordon did not attend.

Another member, Colin Davies has applied and Murdo McEwan was asked
to write to him and invite him to meet us at the A.G.M.

3. Advertising to recruit new members. The Committee agreed that the
Secretary should proceed with adverts in "The Highlander" (published in
Illinois, U.S.A.), The "Scots Magazine", and in spite of publishing difficulties,
the "Scottish Field and World" magazine.

4. Clan Centre Account. The Committee discussed the origin and purpose of
this account.

The Treasurer stated that it was discussed at the A.G.M. on 8th June, 1991.

393

Agenda:



There being only £226 in this account there was little hope of ever being able
to purchase property in the Kilfinan area. He was given permission to
combine the two Clan accounts into what is now called the Treasurer's
Account. In this account no tax is now paid on interest.

5. The appointment of a Chief or Commander was discussed at length.
Murdo McEwan agreed to write to Commander Gunn of "Clan Gunn"
regarding procedures, cost, etc., of appointing a Commander as they had
gone through the process with their Clan recently.

It was also decided that Alan Ewing should write to Lady McEwen of
Marchmont to see if her son is interested in the Clan and in being Chief or
Commander. We do feel that the McEwens of "Marchmont” could have a
historical and hereditary connection with Clan Ewen.

There was a brief discussion of arrangements for the A.G.M. and the meeting
closed at 1.00 p.m. Alan and Irene Ewing were thanked for their hospitality.

E. McEwan Williamson

(Secretary)

OBITUARY

We were saddened to learn of the death on 31st May, 1994 of our member Mr.
C. L. Ewins of Bridge of Earn, Perthshire. Our sympathy goes out to his widow,
Mrs. V. Ewins.

We have received the following note fromour U.S. correspondent, Paul McEwan.

"It is my sad misfortune to inform you that Professor Barry Fell passed away in
April, 1994. | just received word of it from his widow. | will never forget his
kindness in casting the MacEwan Ogham Stone for us (see "Bulletin" No. 29,
April, 1993). | told Mrs. Fell it would continue to be a lasting tribute to him. She,
along with her husband, saw the actual stoneitself. Long may he be remembered.”

ARE YOU MY COUSINS?

When George Hamilton Baillie Gordon Ewen (GHBGE) was born in 1866 at
Methlick in Aberdeenshire, his parents probably gave little thought to the flurry of
genealogical activity that might be generated 129 years later.

George Henry Hamilton Bailie Gordon Ewen (GHHBGE) and Isabella Spence,
who had married on 24th July, 1862, had 12 children in all - GHBGE was the
third. It was while trawling through Ewens in Aberdeenshire in search of his own
forebears that our Treasurer and Vice-Chairman came across reference to the
distinctly named GHBGE, and wondered if GHBGE might be a common ancestor
to other Clan Society members. The short answer is "yes" - although in a kind of
roundabout way.
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GHHBGE was himself one of 10 children born to Edward Place Ewan (EPE) -
1800, or 1806-1857 - and Elisha Anne Gordon Ellis (1808-1872). EPE had also
been born at Methlick, but later farmed at Fyvie in Aberdeenshire - not far away.

Already, therefore, we have four not unusual features emerging.
1. Several generations staying within a small geographical area.

2. What seems, by today's standards, to be very large families. In fact, of the
10 children in the one generation and the 12 children in the next generation,
only one died in childhood.

3. Naming patterns - a child being named after the grandparents (paternal or
maternal) and / or parents.

4. Differences in spelling - EPE spelling his surname as Ewan, but in the next
generation it changes to Ewen. Thereis nothing at all sinister in this, but with
the computerised accuracy of the present day, it can create difficulties for the
researcher whose mind is not open to such apparent discrepancies.

It turns out that GHBGE - "Uncle Dod", as he was known by the family - was
the uncle of two of our members (Anne Ewen Noble and her sister Marjorie
Turrill), while he is also the great uncle of another member - Edward Spence
Ewen ("Ted").

Marjorie and Anne. As mentioned, GHBGE was the third of 12 children. The
youngest child, Janet ("Jessie") Ewen (1886-1978), married Herbert Turril and
they had three children - Marjorie, Anne and John Patrick.

Ted". Ted is descended from James Stark Ewen (JSE) - younger brother of
GHBGE; JSE's youngest child - James Spence Ewen - being Ted's father. And
so, again, there is the Spence name coming through several generations to Ted
himself.

A. G. Murdo McEwan

Query

McKUNE / McEWEN; MILLER. John McEwen (b. 1753, probably in North
Carolina; married Elizabeth (Kilpatrick?)1779; died 1828 in Nashville, Tennessee)
is thought to be the son of James McKune / McEwen (born Carrack / Carrick,
Scotland, 7th May, 1717; died Statesville, North Carolina, 28th October 1766)
and Isabella Miller - James and Isabella having married about 1737. Isabella is
believed to have had a brother, David Miller (died 1810) and their father to be Sir
Michael Miller who had a substantial manufacturing business in Edinburgh.
Seeking any information on James McKune / McEwen, Isabella Miller, Sir
Michael Miller, etc. A. G. Murdo McEwan, 25 Carnethy Avenue, Colinton,

Edinburgh EH13 ODL.
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CLAN McEWAN; Debateable subject or not?

The act of debating a subject close to everybody's heart, canbe an enlightening
process | hope, for all parties concerned, including yours truly. It invokes new
ideas and opinions, evolves and reveals a subject from a different point of view.
The aim being to question and formulate an opinion, understood by all and
agreed with by a majority.

In the previous article: ref. "Query over Clan MacLachlan", | gave an opinion
on the reference to Ewen, as an example of a sept of MacLachlan as well as
being a named variation on Clan McEwan. The article was researched and
detailed as meticulously as possible involving studies from Historians, Researchers
and Albany Herald.

Our Clan Society receives and identifies with all variations and associations on
the Clan name McEwan, to foster and develop Clan identity and maintain its
heritage for future generations. However, there is some confusion amongst
writers and researchers alike, as to which is the true Clan title. The Clan name
in numerous different articles and books has been variously titled as Clan Ewan,
Ewen, MacEwen, MacEwan, McEwen and McEwan. Most other Clan associations
are known by their registered Clan name only. Although each contains a number
of variants within their association, all written details, articles and Clan researched
histories are identified by the Clan name. The Lord Lyon has registered all
armorial bearings, lineage and conjectural trees along with associated tartans.

As it is stated in a previous report, Sir lain Moncrieffe of that ik, as Lord Lyon
clarifies the point that the McEwans as a Clan were of considerable importance
between the 13th and 14th century in an article in his book, written on the history
of the Highland Clans, as does the previous Lord Lyon, Sir Thomas Innes of
Learney. Reading articles and work by both Lords Lyon | cannot see at present
where | have disagreed with either of them, relating to Bulletin 32, November, '94.

The Clan McEwan has always been totally separate to Clan MacLachlan. It
was the name Ewen as a family sept name | was referring to and both studied
works of King of Arms bear this out. To clarify; a sept is a family group within a
Clan bearing a different name or variant of main Clan name and can also be
descendants of stranger's families who sought the Chief's protection through
bonds of association and friendship.

The point of interest in raising the question is, if McEwan's or Clan members
with other name variations need to explore their family trees or research
ancestors, they may well need those connections with other Clan associations
and that the possibility of sept connections between two Clans should not be
overlooked or discounted, even though records and histories may well be
researched time and again.
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I hope to take a leaf from a well known Gael writer and always "question”
ideas, assumptions, facts.

In retrospect an acknowledgment of all sources of information involved should
have beenincluded. | hopeto rectify this at the conclusion of this correspondence
if space allows.

g,oemlecz\L RerFerences: Scotland Concise Cultural History - edited by Paul
cott.

Scotland Concise History by P. Hume Brown: Revised by Rennie McOwan.
Clans and Tartans of Scotland by Robert Bain.

Clans of Scottish Highlands by R. R. Mclan.

Clans of Scotland by Micheil MacDonald.

Clan Heritage books by Alan McNie

Johnston's Clan History (Cameron) C. I. Fraser, (Campbell) A. McKerral, (Donald)
by I. F. Grant, (Grahams) J. Stewart, (MacLean) J. MacKechnie, (Robertsons)

I. Moncrieffe, (Stewarts) J. Stewart.

Scottish Clans and their Tartans edited by Sir Thomas Innes of Learney.
Scottish Clans and Families by Roddy Martine (Charts).

Surnames of Scotland by George Black.

Scotland of Old: Clan information and Heraldry by Sir lain Moncrieffe of that Ik,
Albany Herald. (Charts)

Exploring Scottish History by Michael Cox.

Alasdair MacColla - Highland Warrior by David Stevenson.

Montrose by John Buchan.

Scottish Clan Family Encyclopedia by George Way and Romilly Squire.

Homelands ofthe Clans. Participation from Scottish Tartan Society and National
Museum of Scotland (charts).
C. W. Davies

GENEALOGY

In researching family history, births, deaths and marriages are important, but
lo make genealogy interesting one must do as some genealoglst.s say, "Put flesh
on the bones". A small piece of my research on my mother's side of our family

shows how interesting it is to find a poet in the family.
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NOTES FOR JOHN CLARK AUSTIN - 263

John Clark Austin was born on 7th October, 1886, at 1 Marywell Street,
Aberdeen. His father was Alexander Austin, Insurance Agent Superintendent.
His mother was Jeannie Austin, maiden surname Smith. The birth reference is

Aberdeen, Old Machar, page 475, entry 1425.

John married Jessie Ross MacDonald on 28th June, 1920 in St. Columba
Church, Elgin by the Rev. Madill. They lived at Hamewith, Burdshaugh, Forres.

1937. Works by Austin. There is something uncanny about the "Churchyard
of Moy"

The Pillars of Moy are haunted; thus assured an aged acquaintance on being
interrogated regarding the uncanny feeling that crept over me as | passed
between those huge pillars.

Unflinchingly | approached the massive structures, having no dread of darkness
nor thoughts of the supernatural, yet, immediately the invisible line between the
pillars was reached, and for the distance of perhaps a hundred yards beyond, no
power | possessed could restrain me from peering into the wood to the right (the
left having absolutely no influence) and at once becoming conscious of breathing
an air pregnant of spirits.

My informant's reply having so far justified my suspicion that something
uncanny was afloat, my curiosity begat a desire to seek a possible solution, and,
stimulated by this desire, | returned when daylight came.

Leading southwards, a few yards from the pillars, is a cart track, and
immediately on entering this track the sense of the present is gone; the years that
have passed are bridged and | wander with our forefathers. Here, on either side,
are what the woodman's axe has left of huge elm trees that had once lined a
beautiful avenue for about 200 yards and at this point the track takes an easterly
direction until the traveller is confronted with what must be one of the most
secluded kirk yards in Scotland.

The proximity of the pillars to the burying-ground must be the cause of this
element of unnaturalness in the vicinity; and if those spirits that influence the
atmosphere come from God's Acre of Moy what is their mission? Is it to guide the
wayfarer to the last abode of what was human of them and cause him to reflect
on the inevitable, or is it o bar his way and guard against the further desecration
of their hallowed ground? The latter shows evidence by the removal of what had
been the Kirk of Moy and of which there is now no visible trace. Dilapidation has
crept over the low boundary wall and the only endeavour to stay its progress is an
occasional scything of the rank grass. Ever attendant on these is Time, whose
devastating hand is slowly but surely crumbling the remaining monumental
recording to mingle with the dust of the recorded.
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Here, an elevation, there, a depression, denoting a grass covered stone or a
sinking one. What legend do they carry? | am curious, but must withhold my

hand; | feel conscious of being unable to justify my interference and would rather
be content with the records of former writers.

They tell me of the poetic epitaphs that were prevalent about 200 years ago,
and seemingly Moy had its share. They tell me of bygone generations of
proprietors of Grangehall, Culbin, Kintessack, Kincorth and Moy - names that
were household words and now, alas are but a memory.

Quaint inscriptions have become more quaint by reason of their spelling, and
besides the lengthy and elaborate references | find the humble chiselling of
initials only.

"Honest men, aye, and women, too, are plentiful in many kirk yards but in Moy
one only is recorded - "Here lyis ane honest man in the Newton of Grangehill who
departed this life." No name, no date; there are volumes behind these words but
draw your own conclusions.

One instance of the poetic inscription will suffice. It is the affectionate and
pious yearning of a bereaved parent for his child:-

"This stone is erected by James Grant, Broom of Moy in memory of James
Grant, his son, who died 2nd September, 1757 in the 3rd year of his age."

"Now slain by death who spareth none,
And lyes full low under this stone,

Take heed and read, and thou shall see
As | am now so shall thou be,

Rotting in dark and silent dust

Prepare for death for die thou must,
Life is uncertain - Death is sure:

Sin is the wound - Christ is the cure."

| cannot but feel regret that this old Kirk yard, beautifully embosomed in a
belting of trees, should be in so neglected a state. Should the foundations of the
Kirk still remain they might be brought to light, if only but to give an indication of
their extent. A consecrated spot, where "the rude forefathers of the hamlet
sleep.” May the churchyard of Moy be protected from further dilapidation.

The above was by John Clark Austin and was contained in "Moray Life" page
19, LO79.

John was a Postman and a Director of the Mechanical Institute, Forres.

On the occasion of his marriage John was met in the side room of the
Mechanical Institute by his fellow Directors and presented with a handsome

399






