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THE CLAN EWEN SOCIETY Buuam

Number { - Novembegr 1978

This is the f;rst issue of what | very much hope will be a contmumg pub.-
lication, though, for the present, I can only promise to bring it out as and
when opportunity arises.

To begin with, I have to apologise most profeundly to all our supporters
who have had to wait such a very long time before receiving any news from ua
This was entirely my fault, and I can only plead the usual excuse - pressure
of other business, In my case, I can assure you that this excuse is not
merely a formal one. I do rea!ly have a great many commitments. [ am
engaged with many societies, and, | am afraid, regularly undertake more
than I can fulfil. To all those who, despite the discouraging lack of news,
have steadfastly remained with us, our heartiest thanks; and my hope is that,
in the future, I will be able to keep you all mere regularly informed, and to
aid in undertaking the activities for which our Society wos founded,

In the circumstances , we must be especially thankful to our Treasurer,
Mr. Archibald McEwan, and to Mrs, Williamesaon of Cove, who have taken on
thernselves all the trouble of arranging our second General Meeting, which is
being held at Gartecharn on Saturday, 28th October, We are not 9xpectmg
that many Members from outside Scotland will be able to attend this- Meeling,
and for the sake of those cutside Scotland, and as a matter of record, I am
giving the Agenda in this Bulletin.

1 am also giving here an account, prepared by Archie MeEwan, of the
very successiul Inaugural Meeting which we held at Kilfinan last year, and
which I am sure will be read with interest both by those who were there and
those who were not. n that cccasion I went with Miss Jane MacE wen of
Boston, U.S, A., and she took a whole reel of coloured photopraphs, of which
I am printing some with this Bulletin, If you would like copies for yourselves,
either in black and white or in colour, please apply to me and we will supply
them at a price which I hope you will find moderate, but which will, of course,
include a small profit for the Society funds, It may not be possible to include
ail il:= photographs, so if you were present, pieasc write to me in case [ have
a photograph which might interest you. Bear in mind also that the repro-
ductions in this Bulletin give no idea of the quality of the photographs them.
seives. 1{feel sure that all those who were present would like to have some
photopgraphic memento of the occasion,

Cne of the things I am very anxious to de is to keep a record of family
histcry in connection with the Clan. A certain number of Members have
already done some genealogical research on their own account, and they have
kindly sent me copies of the records for filing, What I would like very much
to do is to build up a really extensive file of genealogical records from
Members of the Clan alf over the world. 1if, therefore, you have any records
of this sort, will you please send me copies, or, alternatively, you can send
me the criginal records which 1 will have copied and then return? Even if,
however, you have not done any genealogical research, | would be delighted
to receive details of your family history so far as vou are able to remember
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it, or to reconstruct it by cenversation with other members of the family,
Even quite informal defails would be useful toa me, but as far as possible, I
would like 10 know the place and date of birth of your ancestors as far back
as you can trace them or remember about them, and also, if poss'ble the
pirces and dates of marriages. Please wrile in even if your memones are
incomplete: details can always be r—ldded later.

One of the things which interests me is the varying spelling of the name.
Tt dogs appear that a spelling, unce adopted, is likely to persist through many
generations, but if you can remember that the spelling of your name has
changed at any time through the history of your famnily, this would be of great
interest. I think some MacEwens who went abroad altered the spelling in
order tp avoid faulty pronunciation, and it may be that there are same
MacE wens in foreiyn countries with well disguised forms of the name. When
l was in Spain, soeme years ago, my name was often spelt, “Maquiguan™ - a
spelling which actually gives a correct pronunciation in Spanish, Our own
current spellings are, of course, merely an attempl to convey in anjhsh
ietters the prmaunczatlun of the Gael&c, "“Mac - Edghainn®™,

Please, also write in to tne with any suggestions for other types of

activities for the Sociely, 1 would personally look forward to the time when
we could have a headquarters, where archives could be located, and even
visitors entertained, Bot, in order to consider this, we must havc a great
deal more money. In this conneclion, please remember that at the moment
we are nat asking for a formal subacrlpucm but merely that Members

should send us money as and when they are akle, Please remember that such -
Caciivities as the sending out of this Bullétin inevitably involve considerable
; anencalure . and be as generous as you can while you think of it,
’ D. M. C. MacEwan

THE CLAN EWEN SOCIETY

Meeting in the Gartocharn Hotel, Gartocharn
on Saturday, 28th October, 1578,
at 2,15 p. m.

AGENDA

L. Weicume to Members,

4. Apologiex for Absence.

3.  Rewort on proceedings amce Inauguration - 1977,
4. Financiai Report,

5. Membership. .

6.  Drive for new Members.

7. Election of Mffice-Bedrers.

8. [Papers read out on Ctlan History.

9. Constitution and Rules.

0. 3,30 - Afternoon Tea (90p.)

1. Buggestions for Clan Gathermg, 1979.
12, Any other Business.

If time permits a visit wiil be made to Bonhill Churchyard or Luss,
» :
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Account of the Inaugural Meeting in May, 1977. (by Archd. NeEwsn)

Saturday, Tth May 1977, ie a day to be remembered by the
forty Members znd friende of Clan Ewen who gathered at Otter
Ferry at ncon to commence vigits to places of historic interest
in the area. Heavy rain, driven by a fresh westerly wind,
delayed the start of the proceedings and the Clansmen were
obliged to remzin in thelr cars until the weuther moderated.
During a short break the Tressurer welcomed the company, described
various points of intereat and gave a short address. Four young
pipers from Strachur, under the guldance of Mr. A, MacRaild-
Strachur, gave excellent renderings of some lively tunes
including the well-known air, "The Glendaruel Highlunders®. At
one o'clock the party, led by the Treasurer, set oui for
Ballimore House where permigsion had been obiained to leave our
cars in- front of the manesion. We are grateful to Mr. Alan Hood
of Larglemore for grenting us this facility. A4 short walk took
the party to Dun Mhic Eoghsn, the sncient burial place of the
chiefs of the Clan. The Tun iz much overgrown and difficult of
accesg except Lo the young and active. § pumber of cur Members
scrambled to the top of the Dun, where ocutgide the walled
enclopures where the Campbells are interred, two of our young
pipers gave a fine rendering of the lament, *"Sunset”. The
party returned to the Ferry where pienic lunches were caten.

The rain had eased a little by now and the cars set out for
Kiifinan to vislt the Parish Kirk, Kirkyard sznd the Lamont Vault.
The Rev. Ellis 0. Shaw, of Kilfinan and Tighnabruaich, received
our party.

‘Many of our company, while disappointed with the weather
conditions, expressed the hope that unother Gathering be held
next year when it ie hoped conditions would be suitable for a
viait to the remoins of the ruisms of the old Custle on Kilfinsn
Bay. Thie year it was a case of dodging the rsin and hoping for
g bresk in the clouds. .

Here ars a selection of photographs taken at the Gathering: we
believe there was also e complete group plcture taken, and
orders mey be taken for these on the assumption thut it turns up!




M wvwan,
Trelawnsre
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I give below quite an interesting piece of Clan history which we have received:

CLAN McEWAN of OTTER (Eoghan na hoitrich)

Descended from 5t. Columba's Mother and the Dalriada Scotz, The year 5955
is usually said to be the beginning of the reign of their first king in Argylishire.
Skene thinks they care as coloniste, not invaders. The first isaders were
three sons of Ere. ' o s ow

Lorn, Fergus and Angus. '

Partly subject to the Picte from 736 to 880, St. Columba was one of them.
Monastery in lona. He was sprung from the Royal House of Northern Hy Meill
while the female line was of the Kings of Dalriada. According te Skene the
last of the cld Abbots of Iona died in 1099 and thereafter for upwards of 60
years there is an unbroken silence regarding the monastery. The Celtic Churceh
had to give way before one of the religious orders of the Roman Church. In the -
12th eentury Somerlad tried to vestore the old abbey in 1166, It was offered

to the Abbot of Derry but the Abbot of Armagh and the King of Ireland dis- .
allowed it, In 1166 the monastery was rebullt adopting the policy of the

Seottish Kings, (the religious order of the Roman Church),

¢ One, Black Monks in Iona, in honour of God and St. Columba:
one, Black Nuns, and the other, Grey Friars or White Monks at Saddell in
Catrine. It is this Roman Catholic Benedictine Monastery and Nunnery of
which the present ruins are the remains, The Western Celts were Roman
Catholics till the Reformation, but the original Celtic Church in 8t. Columba's
time was not the Romanish Church as represented at the present day, St
©olumba stands forth as the great founder of the lonian Church with the light
. which penetrated to England and a great part of the continent of Europe up to
1222,  Arayll maintained self-independence of the Scottish Crown; not until -
- 1266 in the reipgn of Alexander IIf did the Hebrides and the Western Isles

become annexed to the Kingdom. ’

Quote from Hill Burton: In 1432 Swene McEwan IX granted lands to: Otter .
to Duncan, son of Alexander Campbell, 1432, he resigned the Barony of Otter
to James 1, but got it anew from the King with the remainder to be given to
Celestine Campbell, son of Duncan Campbell of Lochan, 1493, King James,
after Swene's death, confirmed the grant to Archibald, Earl of Argyll, In
1575 another Archibald Campbelt appears in the Charter as 'of the Otter', and
in the Act of 1587 a Campbell is entered as the Laird of Otter. . The estates
of Otter passed to the Campbells and the MacEwans became more than ever
the Children of the Mist, '

The remnants of the Clan MacEwan - some remained and joined the Campbells,
some went to the Colquhouns of Luss, some went to the Camerons of Lochaber,
som:e went to the Lennox country in Dunbartonshire, some in Galloway and
some fought their way but most were peaceful., Some became Bards and
Seanachies, honourable poets and dispossessed clansmen who obtained these
posts and suffered ne diminution in rank, :

Lovat Fraser, in his 'Highland Chief', says: MacEwans were hereditary

bards of the Campbells and there are MacEwan poets; they were the learned
men attached to the Clan, The Ce}ticVBards were members of the priesthood,
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geneologists and Herald of Arms, Poet Laureate, Lord Lyon, registrars, ete.,
and no class of society among the ancients has been more celebrated, The
MacEwans had free lands in Lorne for acting as bards and also at Dunolly in
1572, In 1630 the last of that race composed an elegy on the death of Sir Duncan
Dow, Campbell of Glenorchy {composed by Neil MacEwan} he may have lived
some time aifter that,
The Bards were retiined by the Highlanders to preserve faithfully the history
of the respective clans; they attended births, deaths, marriages and collected
the genealogy from eipht immediate ancestors. These he registered in his
books and delivered a true copy to the heir which was produced on the day of
the funeral when they were assembled in the great hall of the Castle or Mansion
House.. MacEwan genealogical tree, done by Meil, received froin his father
Eachern and his grandfather Arthur - were Seanachies from great families
for many years (ages). ‘ )
A copsiderabie sept of the Clan settled early in Dunbartonshire, Loch Lomond’
and the Lennox Country whose Earls of Lennox were descended from Bancho,
Thane of Lochaber, Some were buried in Luss but the graves are lost. The
name spelt McEwan; a paper in the family tracing them back to the Battle of
Langside where they won their colours fighting {for Queen Mary. History of
Strathendrick, Glenboig family in 1614: charter granted by the Duke of Lennox
tc Williara Neanbog, alias Macewen. Then the Williamson came into that, if
the first Williamson was not himself a William MacEwan. He changed to
- Williamson and succeeded the McEwans of Glenboig, afterwards acquired by
Napier of Ballikinrain. William MacEwan of Glenboig, writer in Edinburgh,
1796, who received a grant of Arms from the Lyon Office; Netherion, the
other division of the estate, was farmed by James Ewing, another form of the
name. : _ ‘
Numerous families in Dunbarton, Stirling, Clackmannan, Renfrew, Lanark,
Ayy, Mr. William MacEwan, late M, P, for Central Edinburgh, and the
donor of the McEwan Hall, belongs to the Clackmannan fainily. There were .
several Ewan and Ewing families in the Lennox County of pesition and
affluence, Craigton and Keppoch of Glasgow, Levenficld, Ballikinrain, etc.
I have heard my father talk of McEwen of Cameron {the first Cameron of the
Western Celt in Dunbartonshire}, hence the name Sir Ewen Cameron, and the
first Cameron was a Celt, not a Dane, The MacEwans were fined for helping
the Clan MacGregor., :
McEwan of Lochaber, after break-up of clan.
McEwan of Konmore district, head of Clan, left two sons and a white horse.
One son won the horse by a feat of strength, the other went to Ayrshire and
founded a branch of the family, Eoghan means kindhearted,
The Muekly family, {Argyll, McDougall of Lorne and Clan MacEan of Otter,
McE wan of Glenboig, Lennox Sept.
McEwan of Giasgow, Renfrew,
Seals were handed down. Stunted cak putting forth new branches and fresh
foliage. Motto: REVERESCO, 1847, no instance of any other clan carrying
this evidence of heraldry is usually safe and reliable as a puide to enquiries.
There are nine grants of Arma by the Lord Lyon's office in Scotland to
persons bearing the name., Six of these to Ewings and three to MacEwanas.
One of the earliest is to Ewen of Craigton whose achieverments appear on the
tombstone 1600 in Bonhill Churchyard, Craigton and Keppoch.
Seals, in the old days a comnmon practice, 1540; a tree, flower, leaf, or
other symbol or motto; at later date spoken of as Clan Crests, Seals were
handed down {rom father to son.” McEwan of Glasgow has Arms granted in
1847, displays emblemns of his profession and pursuits,
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Reveresco has béen in use as seals everywhere, fora long pericd.  Arpyll,
Galloway, Lennox, Reafrew, Dunbarton, Glasgow - family friendship. The
j.ord Lyon's office is unable to fix the daie of these seals, bul states they are
common to the name so that this quasi-heraldic device is annther link between
the past and the present with an ancient shattered but re.—vh_riz-.;-_;_xj-f@e. “Itis 'f""f“"
chosen as an epitoine of the Clan. . It is not uncommon to fimd different families
bearing the same crest, but there is no other instunce of this boing c.';:rrif:d_
exeept by MacEwans.. Gienboig and Galloway fanubies appuar in family ibles
and tombstones as Maclivin, then in 1691, MaCune, and then 1698 s Macewan,
while the family history shows continuous descent and snccession.

SUMMARY

That Clan Ewen or MacEwen was eriginally a wester: {lan descender from
Siol Gillivray, one of The Celtic tribes of the Dalriada Scots. The Celtic race
were Christian when they first settled in Scotland . had a iitevary language and
a written litevature in their own tongue. Higher staye of civilizatjon Lhan Piges,
Britons and the Saxons. Their religion was under the sway of lona. They were
successful - they came, they saw, they connuersd, The MacFwans and the
Lamonts scem to be pretty close logether with the Maclanchians, MacMeils (7)
and kindred tribes. In the 12th centuzy of the greater puit of Cowal,

Toward Point to Sirachar: the Lamonts separated froun the MacBwans by the
river Kilfinnan, the MacEwans by a stream dividing the parishes of Kilfinnan
and Strathiachlian from the MacLauchlans.

MacE wan tracts, 25 square miles and about 206 fighiing men suffered
great loss but survived for 2} centuries under theiv vwn chiefs. The last died
about 1450, ) )

MacEwan 1 of Ctier, earliest chief, 1200, Severan I, 1222, it and IV lost,
Gillespie ¥V, 1315. From this date four chiefs, Ewen VI, John VI Walter
V1il, Suffiree of Swene, X, and the jast Swene, Hi50. 13th o middbe of 15ih
century when the Clan was broken up, They had suffered severly in the wvars,
and after the death of the last chief sough! new alliances and homes. That the
name is distinctly Gaelic and all are connected with the MacEwans of Utterl
Many. still bear the name in Scotland, England and the Colonies. Some wien of
affluence and property, many of learncd professions, Army, Commerce,
Agriculture, Religion, etc. , w ¥ '

i descendants of the ancient Clax Ewen could be numbered today, they
would make a goodly show compared with the 200 fighting men of oid. {311
"these facts have been taken from several books and, as far as possible, are
authentic ... {Copy)} C .
Cowal was the uriginal home of this Clan. On the coast of Glenfyue there staod
in 1750 the ruins of the McEwans® Castle. The first McFwan chief was
meationed in 1200; from this date there were nine chiefs. Swene McEwan was
the iast. In 1431, 32 granted a charter of certain lands of Otler to 1hncan, son
of Alexander Campbell. This is the beginning of the transierence of the
McEwan Estates to the Cainpbells, The McFwans were hereditary bards to the
Campbelis for which they were told they had free taads, MNeit McFowan had
composed a Gaelic elepy on Sir Duncan Pow, Cambell of Glencrchy in 1E30.
There is a Ms. in Cawdor Castle entitled, "Genealogy Abridygsment of the
very ancient and notable family of Arpyll, 1770", writicn by MMoEwan,
hereditary Seanachie and Bard. '
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One of the aims of the Socisty is to develop various items of Glan interest
which we will sell to Members, and the profit from which will go towards Clan
funds. Hems that were discussed include ties, in both the modern and ancient
tartans: Glan crests of various types, in wpod and metal, and publications on
Clan history. D»r, MacFwan proposes that the first contribution to this
programme should be the reprinting of the tHistory of Clan Ewen", of which a
notice is given below. .

Meanwhile, we shall work on the other proposals, If you have anything to

sugpest to us, please write, :

HISTORY. OF _CLAN. EWEN by The late R.S.T. MacEwen

This is, so far as I know, the only book which has been published on the
history of our Clan, making use of such very incomplete records as are
avaitable, It was published in 1904 by John Mackay, and is now quite rare,

I propose to make a reprint which will be sold to members at £5 plus postage
{estimated at 50p.} This.will have a soft cover, but we can supply a hard

binding at cost price. Mo price for this can be quoted, but it is muth cheaper.

if several volumes can ba hound at once — it gould be £16 for a sinple volume,

£2 i7, say, 30 can be done at once. Please send orders to Dr. DPouglas MacEwan,
Note — orders from abroad, add 50p. for bank charges, unless you send a cheque
expressed in British currency,

Estract from.the Minutes_of the Meeting held on 28th October, 1978:

Office-Bearers were elected as follows:—

Chairmans: . Dr. Douglas M. C. MacEwan, 52 Ormonde Rd. , Hythe, Kent.

Vice-Chairman: Rev, Peter J. MacEwen, Lindsaylands Cottage, Biggar.

Secretavies: Mre. W.E.J.H. Williamson and Miss E. Williamson,
Bellcairn Cottage, Cove, by Helensburgh.

Treasurer: Archibald McEwan, Dalriada, Cumnoeck Road, Mauchline.

Committae: Lt Col, Alan R. Ewing, Balgowan, Garngaber Avenue,

Lenzie, Glasgow, .
Duncan lan McFwan, 73 Hazelwood Road, Bridpe of Weir,
Renfrewshire. ' )
A, Wallace McEwan, 28 Afton Street, Shawlands, Glasgow.
Charles Ewen, 3 Havelock Park, Hairmyres, E. Kilbride,
Miss Agnes B. McEwan, 542 Paisley Road West, Glasgow,




