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FAILTE e

FAILTE. Or more appropriately perhaps, | should say “Da mhil Fha
(two thousand welcomes) as this is the first Bulletin of the year 2000 3
the new millennium. Sadly, | have to report the deaths of two of
tounder members of this Society, Doctor Douglas MacEwan, and Mrs.
Ella McEwan, widow of Archie, our first Treasurer. On a brighter note, it
is my pleasant duty to announce that our Pretender, or Chief - in -
Waiting, Sir John, will marry his fiancee, Rachel Soane, in London on
May 6th. We wish them both a long marriage and a happy one.

On the subject of Chiefship, on a less bright note, | have to report that,
the donations for the Chief’s Fund have not been arriving in any great
strength and, sadly, this is somewhat disappointing, as it will have the %E‘f
effect of prolonging the establishment of a Commander, which is the f?g
first step on the ladder to becoming Chief. According to Lyon, King at ;
Arms, whose permission must be sought, and who finally appoints the
Chief, the person selected will remain as Commander for five years,
before aspiring to lead the Clan as Chief.

We, the committee, hope that the A.G.M. 2000 will be an improvement
on those that have gone before in that Jim and Malcolm have "laid on*
an interesting programme of events. We will all be accommodated in
one hotel, which is more accessible, which has reasonably spacious
accommodation where we can enjoy a ceilidh and which accords those
of us who are staying two nights an advantageously priced package.
A slightly less advantage to the “one night’ stayers, but still better than
last year! For those of you who may have missed the details of the
accommodation in last November’s Bulletin, | reiterate below.

ROYAL MARINE HOTEL Hunters Quay, DUNOON, Argyll, PA23 8HJ.
Tel. (44) 01369 705810. Mrs. Sheila Greig, Owner

Special Rate for Clan Members:-

For 2 nights Dinner, Bed & Breakfast, = £80 per person;
1 night Dinner, Bed & Breakfast,= £45 per person.

The above arrangements apply to the nights of Friday 2nd June and

Saturday 3rd June only. As there is no accommodation available for

Sunday night, members will he obliged to vacate their rooms by mid-

day Sunday 4th June, and go to Kilfinan to visit the Castle site, if they so
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wish. We hope to have transport available for those who wish it.
Alan Ewing.

Letter From Jim B

Dear Clans people

We stand together in a new millennium, a time for new challenge and
hope. The clan continues to prosper in all respects but we so dearly
require more input from you, the members. As | said in my last article,
the future lies greatly in our young blood, not forgetting our old blood,
and | would like to see our younger members give more thought to the
running of the clan. This year's events at Dunoon will, | hope, outstrip
anything we have organised in the past and over the 2 days, Friday
and Saturday of our gathering, we hope to have events and entertain-
ment that meet with your satisfaction.

On the sales side, Barbara and | continue to endeavour to supply you
with a more varied and reasonably priced merchandise. However, our
stock of merchandise for sale both at the A. G.M. and throughout the
year remains very healthy and | would appeal to you all to purchase
and help prosper our clan. Only recently we have undertaken to supply
other people with their merchandise, i.e. McDonald, Munroe & McKay,
such as Kilts, jackets, clocks, ties etc., in order to boost our own funds,
so if you know of anyone in your area requiring any such items, please
do not hesitate to contact us. To finish, | have to say we have very
illustrious members in our clan and | look forward to the day when | can
read their life’s experiences and stories. Both Barbara and | look for-
ward to meeting and greeting you all at our homeland in June this year.

Yours aye,
Jim

Clan Gathering and Ceilidh

The Clan Gathering this year takes place at the "Royal Marine Hotel",
Hunter's Quay, Dunoon. To find your way to the Hotel, follow the M6
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and then the M8 to Greenock; if you are coming from the south. There
are two ferries that operate from Gourock, Caledonian MacBrayne and
Western Ferries. Both ferry routes are well sign-posted.. Western Fer-
ries are recommended, the local firm disembarks you immediately op-
posite the Hotel. An alternative route is to follow the A82 from Glas-
gow, past Loch Lomond and over the Rest and be Thankful pass, then
turn left onto the A815 towards Dunoon. Once reaching Dunoon head
for the ferry terminal and the Hotel is close by.

S5/ Melray's
Point

It's Easy to Find Us

1999. Clan Gathering

Although | have been a member of the Clan Ewan Society, for some-
time, 1999 was my first attendance to the annual Clan gathering.

| was not certain as to what to expect from a group of people who were
trying to hold together a Clan whose members are scattered far and
wide across Great Britain never mind the other far regions of the world.
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So why was | there? Mainly curiosity, as well as the possibility of find-
ing a link between my own family genealogy and those attending, gen-
eral interest to what these dedicated believers got up to on this day in
June. | went there with my own beliefs, that we cannot let our ances-
try, our traditions and our culture die or fade away in an ever-changing
world. | do not consider myself an 'old foggie' (old person) but | really
do believe that we need a sense of belonging, a sense of direction, of
where it all started and, here in Scotland, it is something that is slowly
dying within our younger generations.

With cultures now rapidly integrating, at home and abroad, we must
not lose sight of our identity and traditions. | can accept change but
we cannot forget our past history, our roots, our heritage, we must
keep that identity alive by teaching future generations, not only by school
education but by telling our own stories, the stories of our parents and
grand-parents.

Scotland has a unique pride and culture. Scots are known world-wide
for hospitality and a warm welcome; dare | say it, they are accepted
more easily in foreign parts compared to those South of the border,
but back home we ourselves are losing identity of who we really are. It
seems that the teenagers of today are too wrapped up in the influence
of modern society to care passionately about tradition. At'Hogmanay'
(New Years' Eve) we all parade in the kilt, proclaim all things Scots with
an air of independence but after the hangovers fade away, so does this
fierce sense of Scottish pride that flowered so strongly.

On that day at Kilfinan, | felt at ease with these strangers of common
descent, | felt as if | was already part of this unknown family.

So, should others commit themselves and attend our small but ex-
panding group of Clansmen / people! - YES, it is worth it!

(Look what happened to me, | was nominated and voted onto the com-
mittee that day and before the year was out | was in the position of
Membership Secretary, thanks a lot - beware, | never forget a face!).

| had a fantastic time, we all seemed to click together, from those who
travelled from afar, America, New Zealand, Canada, Australia and Den-
mark to name but a few, and those who had travelled from within our
own native land.

These people made the effort so why can't we make it for them. If we,
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Mercedes A Class from
£7* a day at Glasgow
*April-May weekdays or

Normal prices start from £9 per day

price includes insurance and taxes .
with an additional one-off £5 preparation fe
rental contract i
cars also available at Central London and B
from late April. Other destinations coming s
the latest venture from Stelios, the owner
and easyEverything, the Internet shops

book now @ :

ww w.easyRentacar.com
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the Scots, are too complacent about finding out or keeping the herit-

age alive, let's do it for those who spend the time and the money to be

bothered. They deserve it, we all deserve it.

So, | would like to see more than the single day activities. | would

eventually like to see two or three permanent days of facilities / activi-

ties being made available for those who have travelled so far

As a suggestion, The Clan Gathering should include as options:

* External activities: Shooting, Golf, Fishing, Walks, etc. This informa-
tion is available from the Scottish Tourist Board and other resources
on activities in the surrounding areas. It should be sent out to those
who will be attending from overseas.

* Local Kilt hire, for those who wish to wear the kilt, again sent out in
advance to those travelling (may not get the McEwan but other Clan
Tartans will be easily available).

The formal A.G.M.

* Sales jtems - made to measure kKilts / jackets, etc., Clan information
/ brochures.

* Walk to the Castle and Cairn.

* Afternoon traditional entertainment - dooking for apples, treacle
scones, Scottish home-made baking, etc.

* Traditional Ceilidh (dance) at night.
* Food - haggis, neeps and tatties, bannocks.

»*

* Whisky tasting, Irn Bru 'yer other national drink' (it's a soda) for the
kids.

* An itinerary of events sent out in advance.

* The Committee need to hear well in advance from those Overseas
who are intending to attend the Gathering in June or at any time.

What are your points of view? - Write in and tell the Committee!
We need to know what you would like available so we can arrange
suitable events / facilities for you our Clansmen, it is after all - Your

day(s).

The year 2000 will hopefully have more to offer those who are attend-
ing than last year, but more importantly it will be a stepping stone for

2001 which should (no promises) see a greater range of activities.
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Younger blood is needed to carry on the role, encou
youngsters to come along and join in as well as becor
build up our ‘family' which started so long ago. 4

See you all there.

Membership

| am going to contact all those we have on our memb
and present, to ascertain our 'live active' membershlp

'added.".

If by accident you receive the information twice or | unfor
out information to someone who may have regrettably:
apologise now to those it may affect. The data that |
compile the membership lists was a bit sketchy in places (i
derogatory statement to those who held this position pnort
taking).

Your Clan Membership Fee should be returned as sO0n &
This way we can identify our 'live active' members.

The aim is to issue Membership Cards with a Members,
Your No: (#) will be retained as long as you are a 'live a
member. )

When ordering / purchasing goods and items from Jim Mc
ety Manager of the Clan, if you quote your No (#) you w
priority but it also means that members with a current m
number will enjoy full discount on the range of items offer

It may mean that our overseas visitors and native VISItOI’S a t ending tt
Annual Clan Gathering get extra discounts on certain ltem S kK
hire, car hire or accommodation in the area (Jim is at present approac
ing local retailers with this suggestion for 2001 onward

Please indicate CLEARLY your:

* Title and NAME as to appear on the Card, eg. Dr. /rl\hr
for example - Ewan John MacEwan (Christian name e

*x TYPE of membership: eg. smgle/famlly/hfe etc

* COUNTRY: eg. Scotland / USA / Canada, etc.
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* E-mail address.
Malcolm McEwan
(Membership Secretar y)
34 Union Street, Montrose,
Angus DD10 8PY, Scotland.
Tel. No. 01674 671400
E-mail: mjm@rgit.co.uk

OBITUARY

DOUGLAS MACLEAN CLARK MacEWAN - June 20,1917 - March 12, 2000.
Douglas was a physicist of considerable distinction. Born in Edinburgh,
he studied Mathematics, Natural Philosophy, and Physics at the Uni-
versity there. He graduated in 1939 with a First Class Honours Degree,
and went on to study Crystallography for which he received a Doctor-
ate in 1941.

For some 25 years, from 1941 Douglas was engaged in Research, Lec-
turing in his chosen subject in the U.K. and in Spain. He was also, for a
time senior Lecturer in Physics at Queen’s College, Dundee, part of St.
Andrews University. He was elected a Fellow of the Royal Society of

Edinburgh in 1960.

He had many interests. He was fluent in Spanish, Swedish and French.
His many lectures, articles and publications, in these languages led
him into the field of publishing.

In 1966, at the age of fifty, Douglas, ever restless, gave up his scientific
career and took his family off to Southern Ireland where he founded
the Volturna Press, which continued for thirty years.

In 1974, he and his family moved again, this time to Hythe in Kent,
where Volturna Press continued to operate until 1996 when health prob-
lems dictated that he give up publishing.

Ever mindful of his Scottish roots he founded, together with the late
Archie McEwan, the Clan Ewen Society, the Inaugural Meeting of which
took place in the Bath Hotel (now gone), Glasgow, on 7th May 1977,

As Chairman of the Society he took it upon himself to compile, edit,
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