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Hello Everybody,

I hope you are all well. Our family has had an eventful year so far as we have
mov.ed Jrom Edinburgh to the Borders where my husband grew up. He is
project managing the building of a new home, in amongst the old farm

buildings of Polwarth - an ancient village which is slowly coming back to life -
reviresco!

Berufickshire really is a beautiful part of the country and if any of you are
passing by, you are welcome to come and say hello! You may even be a useful

pair of hands with the two tiny children or even in the building of our new
home!

John's family settled here at the beginning of the 20th century but have always
maintained their presence at Bardrochat in South Ayrshire, where they have
been for four hundred years or more. Some of you will be familiar with the
Ayrshire house, called Bardrochat, which, thoroughout the last century, was
the family's summer residence and more recently in the latter part of the 20th
century, was home to various McEwen relatives. The house which was
extended and enlarged significantly in the 1890s by John's Great Grandfather,
Robert Finnie McEwen, was sold this year by John's Aunt and Uncle who
reluctantly moved out in January. Who knows if the house will ever again be
owned by a McEwen but it will always have McEwen history and soul.

So often when one door closes another opens and that has certainly been the
case recently. Whilst perusing the internet looking at sites referencing the sale
of Bardrochat, I came across the National Archives in Scotland. After a few
phone calls to some very helpful people I have been told they have in their
possesion 56 boxes of McEwen history - all on parchment and paper dating
back to 1481 and most likely to be land deeds and other such contracts. The
boxes come from the estates of my husband's forebears and the forebears of
some of you who can trace themselves back to the Bardrochat McEwens. My
next step is to go the National Registry of Archives in Charlotte Square,
Edinburgh, to find out what exactly these boxes contain.

The next instalment will be in the Autumn Bulletin when I will let you know
what I find! If you would like any details about how to access the archives or

any other help with genealogy please get in touch...

We are going to be developing the website this year. Lynn and Jill have done
such a great job hauling us into the 21st century and now the commitee has
agreed o take the website on. Please bear with us whilst this happens and if
you are interested in hearing news of it's development please email me,
rachelmceewen@aol.com. In the meantime please use the existing site.
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recovered from this heartbreaking loss and remained faithful to her until thf:
end. Recently he had just celebrated with his family 50 years in Montrose; this
date also coincided with the day of their engagement.

His own genealogy and that of his wife’s is 100% pure unadulterated Argyll —
on both his parents’ sides; the Isle of Islay and on his wife’s, the islands of
Luing and Easdale as far back as records will allow.

“lain™ as he was known, inherited his name from the Gaelic — John. His
parents and forefathers were all traditionally Gaelic speakers with English as a
second language (and in some cases only Gaelic). He was not taught the
language at home, although it was spoken as a household tongue amongst adult
family and relatives, but alas, it died out in the family traditions. He was proud
of his Glasgow/Highland/Island heritage and the achievement of his ancestors.
Until a few years ago he regularly visited Islay and family connected areas of
Argyll and talked with a fondness that only can be found in someone of that ilk.

Many years ago the Society found itself without a Treasurer and Tain somewhat
reluctantly undertook this role. In his term in office as Society Treasurer, he set
out his objectives and restored and maintained the books with immaculate
precision. At the 2003 AGM he resigned, but was somewhat persuaded to
remain in office for a final year. 2004 ‘officially’ saw his resignation at the
AGM but he still remained as “treasurer” on the Society Accounts until his
untimely departure.

‘lain’ may have been a small man in physical stature but he more than made up
for that in his kind gentle persona and overall thoughtfulness. He was
gentleman amongst gentlemen.

He was a Great Grandfather, Grandfather, Father and Husband.

God bless you. It was a privilege and an honour to have known you. You will
be genuinely missed.
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MYSTERY OF ANCIENT?, :

AFTER 2000 YE

ancient tower described as one of the wond
Mousa Broch, located on the island of Mousa in S|
examples of an Iron Age tower or broch. The impre
a fortification when the islands were racked by warfare
in the sagas as an eloping lovers' hideout.

Experts used the latest laser scanning techniques to
historic monument and check whether it has shifted o
years. Laser scanning provides accurate and detailed inf
which can be of immense value in conservation and arc

given experts a valuable insight into the ingenious engin
Maintenance work will be carried out, as required, on the ¢
has been labelled the finest structure of its kind in the world

constructed. The techniques used can be seen more clearly in th

real life as the tower is covered in moss and lichen. The
stone and there is no cement or other material binding the
moved, there would be a real danger of collapse. Dun Ca’r’ld,ﬁ
of Lewis, is a case in point. In antiquity, half of the structure ju
obviously don't want that to happen in Mousa as it is the be
broch anywhere in the world. "It is the only one which is com
top. It even still has its internal stair well." i

R

It is thought that Mousa, which dates from around 100BC to |
final stage in the development of the building of brochs. Soi
once thought brochs were built by an influx of broch builders
displaced and pushed northward by the Roman invasion of Britain
this theory has been discounted and some experts n
fortifications were the work of itinerant master craftsmen
been built to almost the same design.

A spokesman for Historic Scotland, which cares for the b

Broch is a monument of national importance and we we
kept in the best possible condition. The survey will gi
record of even the tiniest details of the broch. It will also

movement has taken place in the last couple of years and he
nature of future works." ,

With full acknowledgement to STEPHEN STE :



MINK BEING WIPED OUT IN HEBRIDES

An environmental project to eradicate mink from the
Hebridean islands is being hailed a success.

The Hebridean Mink Project plan for complete
eradication of American mink from North Uist and
Benbecula is on track to be achieved on time.

The animals are not native to the UK and pose a threat to at least five sites with
significant populations of ground nesting birds. The mink were bred on farms
in the area during the 1960s and 1970s.

Researchers have found there are very few male mink left and more females are
being trapped after dogs have located their den sites. This stage of the project,
which has cost £1.65m and employs 25 people, should be completed within 15
months. Another culling project is planned for the whole of Lewis and Harris to
stop the mink spreading and re-colonising once more.

Mink are non-native predators, which will take large quantities of eggs,
chicks and adult birds

The £3m second phase will ensure the whole of the Western Isles are free from
the animals within six years, and in the long-term is perceived as more cost
effective than permanently trapping on certain islands.

Project chairman David MacLennan said: "The Uists include some of Europe's
most important areas for species of wild birds, many of which nest on the
ground. Mink, meanwhile, are non-native predators, which will take large
quantities of eggs, chicks and adult birds. In addition to this, mink also impact
directly or indirectly on crofting, fishing, fish farming and tourism, so we are
really pleased with the progress that has been made so far by the Hebridean
Mink Project. Sooner or later mink will again make their way over the Sound
of Harris to the Uists and pose the same serious threats."

Mr MacLennan said the plan to eradicate mink from the whole of the Western
Isles will cost about £3m and is expected to take about six years. "There is no
doubt it is costly, but not as costly in the long run, particularly in terms of our
native wildlife, as allowing mink to remain," he added.

The organisations behind the initiative are Scottish Natural Heritage, the
Scottish Executive, Comhairle nan Eilean Siar, Western Isles Enterprise, the

Royal Society for the Protection of Birds and the Central Science Laboratory.

With full acknowledgement to BBC NEWS



200 YEARS OF HISTO

In 2004 the firm of D &.J MacEw;‘_n
achievement, in accomplishing two centq

The beginnings of their story takes place in the own
possibly with the exception of Edinburgh, has the c

of all Scots for their independence and history. It w.
of the Scots Court during the whole of the Stuart”
today to see the Arms and Mottoes of many of the Sc
of houses in several parts of the old town. '

Centuries ago it was a place of considerable importa
commercially, even after the removal of the Court of Scc
Union. The enterprise and industry was continued by
endeavour. In the old coaching days, before the introduction of
Stirling was the depot on which the inhabitants of the wh A
and Stirlingshire depended for their supplies, being
community of prosperous agriculture. gL

During the nineteenth century, Broad Street was the rende
sellers from all parts of the country, as well as foreign tra
before the butter market was constructed, a hive of ac
farmers’ families selling their produce.
In 1804 the population of Stirling was about 5000. Like other walled f
Scotland, it had no real street plan so they ran irregular and nz [TOW,
the main market area in Broad Street. The early years of the nine
were extremely bad, due to the war raging in Europe when Napole
height of his powers. -

It was at such a time and under such conditions that the fi nders
opened its first place of business in Stirling. Daniel and Jame
belonged to the neighbourhood of Crieff and for generatio
farmers on the Drummond Castle Estates.

The two brothers set up in Broad Street, which was at
and business centre of the town, where many of the nobi

For the next quarter of a century, this was the main grocery
community. ey

With prosperity in the town, the brothers needed to expand their
sccured a new property just inside the town wall, creating
which flourished and continued to trade until sold in 1971.
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younger brother, survived him, but for many years
1855. The family continued to trade under the guidan
family. Daniel and John entered the business, followed

In consequence of a large fire which occurred near the tur
premises in Port Street and Dumbarton Road were rebuilt
sculptural work and corner tower, which still stands today,

Canada. There is also a record of a consignment being dwpatcﬁed
out of the way place as Omdurman in the very heart of the !

that time. Editor).

In the new Port Street premises the cellars were large, extending
square feet. Here every bottle was washed, corked and capsul
that the various liquors were sent out in perfect condition. :
MacEwen led the firm’s reputation as connoisseurs of wines and sorr
ones bought by him were rarely matched anywhere by their quality,

character.

At the beginning of the twentieth century, habits altered and the
laying down wines declined as new lighter wines increased in the
preferences changed to champagne and whisky, which did a
practice of laying down stock. The merchant had to keep a muc
of ready-to-drink spirits and wines. In order to develop the firm’s busi
Perthshire, a branch was opened in Callander in 1857. It was an opj
time, as Sir Walter Scott was telling in lyrical romantic style, the |
glamour and history of the district, turning the quiet hamlet i
summer resort. Through the railway facilities, the whole of Cent
went through a period of growth and the firm opened new busi
of Allan, Crieff and at Dunblane.

Bridge of Allan was, at that time, the most fashionable spa town
was claimed that its mineral waters had curative powers. Crieff w
of a wide agricultural district and also a popular summer resort.



Dunblane, an old cathedral town within easy reach of Glasgow, Edinburgh and
Dundee, was popular to visit in the summer. By 1904, other branches had
opened up in Killin, Fort William and Aberfoyle. The company also operated a
branch as far north as Inverness and in the 1960’s, a branch in Doune. In
March 1904, the company celebrated its centenary and a dinner to mark the
occasion was held by the Lord Provost of Glasgow in the Albert Hall in
Stirling. The centenary of the firm’s existence had witnessed many changes.
The advances in science and education revolutionised the rules of business, and
communication by letter became the norm. No longer could a businessman
rely, just on personal connections, reputation and quality of merchandise and its
own good character. The advent of the telephone, gas, electricity and motor

vehicles demonstrated that to maintain your business you needed to advertise
your goods.

The business of the firm passed through all these changes in industry. It is
believed its experience of these events is almost unique for a family
continuously in trade. Its customers included many of the nobility and county
families of Scotland. On three separate occasions it supplied Queen Victoria
when she stayed at three different sites in Scotland. They had the honour of
Royal custom at Invertrossachs, Inverlochy and Ardverickie Castle. The
company continued to trade well into the twentieth century, becoming a limited
company in 1926 under the chairmanship of Daniel MacEwen, with Daniel
(Tertius) MacEwen as Secretary. In the 1940’s, the war affected the business
when a landmine dropped on the Springkerse area damaged the building. This
store finally closed in 1975.

Corner view of wine bins

Port Street Building, 1 904







