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McEWENS IN THE NEWS

The death occurred, during the third week of September this year, of John
McEwen. He died within two days of his 105th birthday.
ne;kr)gsr; I:Ahci:Ewen's lasting memorial is the epic work "Who Oyvng Scotland?" - the
. g to an accessible register of estate ownership since Lord Derby
Instructed a similar survey almost 100 years earlier.
= Johnwasbornin Fortingail, Perthshire but moved to Argyll atthe age of seven.

IS fga_ther was an estate worker whose treatment by landowning employers
conditioned John's outlook on life.

This conditioning was influenced by one of his earliest memories. "Losing my
pal when | was a wee boy of eight," he recalled some 80 years later. His friend's
father was Smith on the estate of MacL achlan of MacLachlan on Loch Fyneside,
the northern neighbour of Otter. A pheasant was caught in one of his snares, and
MacLachlan ordered him out.

John McEwen was better able than most to cut through the drivel about benign
lairds who did not mind "one for the pot". He recalled "MacLachlan was a horrible
man; a writer to the signet and poor as a church mouse in some ways, but he had
power."

Throughout his life onthe land, John came across many more horrible men with
power, none of whom could gainsay his abilities as a forester.

At first he eschewed private estates for jobs in the Botanical Gardens of
Edinburgh, Parks Department in Glasgow, and the timber trade.

In 1919 the Forestry Commission was formed with Lord Lovat as first
Chairman. He organised the whole show along military lines with little opportunity
for working foresters to break through the ranks of retired colonels, majors,
captains, etc. Johnwas an exception, who later became the first working forester
to hold the Presidency of the Royal Scottish Forestry Society.

He next played a prominent role in organising forestry in the Irish Free State.

When his wife's ill health brought them home to Scotland in the early thirties,
Lovat refused to take him back because of his "interest in Politics" and he spent
the toughest years of his life establishing a nursery in Stirlingshire.

War-time took him back into forestry production and he was then asked to
participate in the Census of Woodlands in 1947-48.

Thereafter he worked as a forestry consultant, his services being keenly sought
by the landowners whom he disliked. g

It wasn't until he was 90 that he embarked upon his epic work - "Who Owns
Scotland?” Alan Ewing

| have had a letter from Terry McEwan, of Bognor Regis, thanking all memb_ers
who :t\t/gnded the A.G.M. this year for their endeavours, monetary and gtherwuse,
in support of his, and his team's effort during their run from John O'Groats to
Land's End, on behalf of Cancer Research. | understand contributions totalled
over £5,000 Alan Ewing
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SECRETARY'S REPORT

The A.G.M. of Clan Ewen was held on Saturday, June 6, 1992 at the Bridgend
House Hotel, Callander.

This was a new venue for the A.G.M. and proved an excellent choice.

The Clan members were made very welcome, the day was glorious and
everyone enjoyed the amenities and pleasant surroundings of the hotel. The
Chairman, Alan Ewing, welcomed the members and a special greeting was given
to Byron and Deanne from Arizona and Jean and Douglas from Ipswich.
Congratulations were extended to Charles Matt on the occasion of their golden
wedding.

In his opening remarks, Alan explained about the "Run for Life", which one of
our members - Terry McEwan - had completed in May for Cancer Research. Terry
was supported on his route by some of the Clan members.

Treasurer's and Secretary's reports were read and approved. The Membership
Secretary reported on current numbers. An important item of business was the
question of Associate Membership and after discussion it was agreed that the
Society would accept Associate Membership at the samerate. i.e. £5.00 and that
the constitution would be altered accordingly. It was also agreed that the
subscription should be continued at the present rates but a cut-off date of two
years be sent out to unpaid members by the Membership Secretary.

The Genealogist gave a brief report and there being no further business the
meeting continued with the election of Office-bearers.

The present Office-bearers were re-elected. Discussion took place onthe date
of the next A.G.M. and it was agreed to meet at Kilfinan on Saturday, June 12,
1993 at 11.30 a.m. with a walk to the Memorial Cairn planned for the afternoon.

The Chairman thanked everyone for their attendance and the meeting con-
cluded with a vote of thanks to the Chairman and the Committee, followed by tea.

E. M. McEwan Williamson
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A.G.M. at Callander. Welcome to Byron and Deanne McKeown and Dr. Douglas and Jean McEwan
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THE TURF HOUSE

The Turf House (Site A) measured 34ft x 26ft and lay on an axis NNE by N-SSW
by S, the measurements being taken fromthe crests of the walls. It was oval rather
than rectangularin plan. The remaining walls, 2ft 6in - 3t thick, were built on turf.
The separate turf layers showed clearly, especially inthe section atthe SW corner
where seven could be counted. There were no post-holes associated with the Turf
House. The doorway on the E was 6ft wide and had fine pebble cobbling at the
entrance extending 2ft inside. The cobbling was firmly and carefully laid and
paving stones lay at the threshold. Opposite this doorway, in the W wall, was a
narrow opening 1ft 6in wide which had two layers of turf across it. The turves in
the wall had been laid sloping down to the sides of the opening thus showing that
it was an original feature. No holes for door-posts were found at either doorway.

Two layers of turf were uncovered set against the inside of the wall at the N end.
Asthese were seton the floor level and were overlaid by slip fromthe wall it seems
as if there had been a narrow turf bench in that part of the house.

Some re-construction of the wall had taken place. Inthe trench cut onthe S side
a rebuild could be seen in the form of fresh turves set on top of collapsed ones.
On the W wall to the S of the doorway stones had been set among the turves on
the top of the wall. This was the only part where stones were found to be used in
the wall. A platform of stones placed on a base of turves against the W wall may
have served as a sleeping or working bench. A scatter of stones on the other side
of the house may have served a similar purpose.

There was a hearth area between the bench and W wall; it had grey ashy
material with red burnt clay and some charcoal, was edged by small stones to the
N, but was substantially built. The floor which lay 9in - 1ft 2in below the present
ground level was unexpectedly nebulous. There was some cobbling, some
tramped earth, some flecking with charcoal. The cobbling did not extend S of the
bench. It was onthis level that nails, a fragment of copper, stone discs, perforated
stones and chips of bone were found.
A plotting of the find shows that there
must have been a difference intheuse
of the two ends of the house. There
were more nails and fragments of
metal to the N and more fragments of
bone and charcoal to the S.

On the floor level to the N and E of
the main doorway a patch of loose
pebbles, similar in size and shape to
those usedinthe doorway, was noted.
There is no real explanation for this
feature, but perhaps they had been
collected to extend or repair the en-
trance. A James | Fleur de lis groat
found while clearing down to occupa-
tion level is dated to the first half of the

15th century. Unstratified finds found

General plan of the site and excavaled areas 4 \ring "the ‘initial clearing of the turf
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walls included fragments of glass bottles and a 12th century crucifix 4.5in long.

Finds: 12th century crucifix unstratified. Fleur de lis groat of James I and Il
unstratified. Five pieces of green and amber glass bottles. Iron knife blade
fragment 8 in long, broken. 12 Fragments iron nails and nail heads and one large
nail, all very much corroded. Two perforated stones, perhaps spindle whorls, from
the floor level. Three chuckie stones found together on floor level. Three small
shale discs or counters, from 1.2 to 0.9in in diameter: from the floor level. Two
schist discs 3in and 4in diameter from the floor level: One fragment of lignite,
possibly part of a disc. Two flint scrapers with secondary working. One flint blade
fragment with secondary working. Three flint flakes and chips. One quartz flake,
possibly used as a scraper.

The Stone House

Examination of the ground to the S of the Stone House (Site B) showed that
the rampart had gone out of use before the house was built. In front of the E wall
of the house the remains of the rampart had been flattened with a rough paving
laid over it to provide a level space between the wall and the edge of the cliff.
Beclirock just below the present ground level must have made it a difficult site to
build on.

The Stone House lay on an axis NNW-SSE (for the sake of brevity the end walls
are referred to here as N and S and the long walls as E and W). It measured 24ft
x 12ft within the walls which were on average 2ft wide; they now stand 2-4 courses
high. Some of the bedrock appears to have been flattened to accommodate the
corners of the house. Tumble filled the interior of the building and spread outside
the walls, though outside the N wall there were fewer stones. Specially large
stones had been chosen to make the outside corners. No dressed stones were
used in the build. At the N end the inside corners were rounded giving a slightly
bowed appearance to that end. The bottom course of the wall appears to have
been faced with clay, inside and out. The walls were set on a bottoming of small
stones which served to level up the irregularities where the wall was built on
bedrock. A doorway 2ft wide was towards the S end of the E wall. The entrance
had been laid with firm paving over which was a pebble cobbling partially tramped
in among the paving. Over this was a later, looser paving. The doorway had been

blocked so firmly that it was difficult at first to locate it. No other entrance was
found. Justtothe N outside the doorway was a platform of small stones, probably
a butt stance.

A rough paving lay all round the outside of the walls, close to the one onthe S,
less well laid at the N. A half quern was used in this paving on the E side, 4ft N
of the door. This quern is 21t in diameter and has moulding round the central hole.
On the other side is a recessed square.

Bedrock was very close to the surface everywhere inside the house. The
charcoal-flecked soil of the early occupation associated with the post-holes and
huts had levelled this up somewhat. There were two concentrations of black soil
ofthis period, one ina hollow of bedrock which ranunderthe wall atthe NW corner.
The floor associated with the Stone House, made of hard packed pebbles and
extending over the whole floor, was less firm towards the S end. Two levels of
cobbling could be distinguished in places, with more charcoal-flecking amongthe
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lower cobbles. Rough benches were built against both ends of the house, the one
to the S being better built with flat stones set above smaller ones which levelled
upthebedrock. Ahalfquernwasincorporatedinthe one atthe S end. Inthe centre
of the house a complete quern stone had been laid among the cobbling. This
quern, 3ft in diameter and larger than the usual hand mill, is probably from a click
mill (a small mill set across a stream using a horizontal wheel). It had been used
as the base of a hearth and was made of extremely friable stone which
disintegrated after being uncovered. Quern stones are a feature of this house,
three other fragments being found there.

An area of firm clean clay lay against the E wall obscuring the doorway and
spreading fan-wise intothe house. At the centre ofthe patch against the wall it was
9in thick, it ran 7ft along the wall and reached 5ft into the house. Clay was also
found against the W wall opposite the door.

Finds: One small sherd with black shiny glaze, Staffordshire-type ware,
probably mid 18th century. Schist disc 4.5in in diameter. Five fragments of iron
nail heads, much corroded, found under the tumble of stones inside the NE
corner. One fragment of a pitchstone blade.

Site D

The position of this building seems to indicate that it was constructed when the
ramparts were not needed for defence. Shelter from the wind may have been
sought as it lies in the lee of the main site. The house lay on an axis WNW-ESE
(for brevity referred to as NW and SE in this report). It measured 20ft x 12ft inside.

- The walls were set on a foundation of small stones. Large, irregularly-shaped
boulders were used in the walls along with other more conventionally-shaped
stones. Remains of turf found among the tumble showed that stone combined
with turf was used in the upper courses. Turf would certainly have been needed
tofitinto the irregularities of the large stones used. These large stones were more
prominent on the NW and NE sides; on the SW side the smaller stones, in places
two or three deep, were not built in regular courses. The house had a straight NW
wall and a slightly bowed SE end. An entrance at the SE end had been blocked
with small stones. Another doorway, one half of which remained, was set in the
NE wall. There was a hole for a door post just inside the wall. Bedrock was
nowhere far from the surface in the interior.

There was a possible bench at the NW end but this part of the house was not
cleared to bedrock. Otherwise the whole area inside the house had a rough
cobbled floor in which two periods could be distinguished. Firm cobbling from the
door in the NE wall led to an area of hard-packed black earth with small stones.
Since this hearth area, 4in deep, overlay cobbles it belonged to the second period
of occupation. Outside the NE wall and E of the door another area of burning was
uncovered. This patch of red burnt earth with some charcoal ran under the wall
so may have belonged to an occupation before the house was built. Outside the
NE wall, just E of this burning, the soil was very peaty; this might be the remains
of a peat stack.

Finds: Five iron nail heads, very much corroded, from tumble at the NW end.
Flint scraper from inside the NW wall. Two stone discs 2in and 1.3in in diameter,

from above cobbling.
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NEW MEMBERS

The Clan Society warmly welcomes the following new members:
Ruth Metter, 4275 North Moody, Chicago, lllinois, 60637, U.S.A.
June Hildreth, 139 Hacklebarney Road, Chester, New Jersey, 07930, U.S.A.
Mr. and Mrs. J. R. McEowen, 11 West Parkway Place, Holmdel, New Jersey,
07733, U.S.A.
g er. Hdarry McEwan, 8 Millers Park, Saddell, Campbeltown, Argyll, PA28 6RA,
cotland.
Mr. and Mrs. M. S. Beevers, "Roshanara", School Road, Wrighton, near
Bristol, BS18 7NB, England.
Mr. M. J. MacEwen, 12307 Wilderness Park Drive, Spotsylvania, Virginia
22553, U.S.A.

CLAN CORRESPONDENTS

We are pleased to announce the appointment of Clan Ewen Society repre-
sentatives as follows:

Paul McEwan, United States of America

Paul was born in Westfield, Massachusetts but after his Navy career opted for
the warmer climate of Mississippi. He is interested in all things Scottish and as
well as being a life member of Clan Ewen, is also a member of the Highlands and

Islands Association of Celtic Gathering in Biloxi.

Bunty Mason, Australia

Bunty has for the past year been our representative at the Scottish Clans
Congress of Queensland. She is very active and takes a great interest in the
Ethnic Radio Station in her area. She assists in the broadcasting of a Scottish
programme every week and would be grateful for any items of interest from her

cousins overseas.
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