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FAILTE

Our choice of a new venue for the A.G.M. in Dunoon seems to have
been a good one.

The hotel, being on the outskirts of Dunoon, is much more accessible,
and sufficiently near this "great metropolis", to allow our members, if
they so wish, to visit the "Fleshpots". | believe that we had a very suc-
cessful A.G.M., but | am bound to say so, being Chairman. We were
most pleased to welcome so many visitors from overseas, again.

| am always amazed at the efforts and expense to which the World Wide
McEwens are prepared to go in order to attend the A.G.M. Regrettably,
we the committee, did let the side down on Sunday when, | understand,
we did not have at least one committee member to lead the "convoy" to
Kilfinan. As chairman, and chairman of the management committee, |
must accept responsibility for this short-coming, and as a result offer
my abject apologies to you all. This situation will not be repeated.

Nothing much has happened within the Society since the A.G.M., this
being the main holiday period in the U.K. We have had a number of
enquiries for membership but only one response in the affirmative, so
far. Nothing has happened on the Chief front either. Regrettably the
funds are not building up as rapidly as we had hoped (see financial
statement) and we are still considerably short of the suggested level of
£5,000 that we shall require, to pursue this matter through the Lyon
Court. As a result, | should feel much more comfortable to start pro-
ceedings in earnest, if we had the required monetary backup.

| am sorry that this "Bulletin® is somewhat late. We have had problems,
not the least of which was that Colin, your editor, had a nasty accident in
his car. Apparently an articulated lorry tried to remove the side of his
car whilst overtaking. Colin reports that he is unscathed, but his car is
very much "scathed”. No matter how uninjured Colin professes to be,
these events can be somewhat traumatising. I'm sure you will wish to
join me in wishing Colin a full mechanical and, to a lesser extent, medi-
cal recovery.

Wishing you all an enjoyable Christmas and prosperous New Year.
Alan Ewing.
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A.G.M. and Gathering

The meeting was held on Saturday, 3rd June, 2000 in The Royal
Marine Hotel, Hunter's Quay at 1.30 p.m. This was a new venue for

the A.G.M. and a delightful welcome was given to all by the proprietor
of the hotel.

Chairman Alan Ewing in his opening remarks greeted the members
and friends and as usual gave a particular welcome to those from over-
seas and to Sir John McEwen and his wife Rachael.

A minute's silence was held in memory of Dr. Douglas McEwan, our late

founder and Ella McEwan, widow of Archie, our first Treasurer and co-
founder.

Apologies were received from Colin Davies, Editor; Joan McEwan;
Douglas McEwan, Ipswich; Betty and Carol Brown, U.S.A.; Jack McE-
wan Joyce; Katherine Neimeyer; Bruce McEwan and family and W. M.
Ewing, Australia.

Minutes of the previous A.G.M. were read, approved and signed.

Matters Arising - The resignation of Sidnie Sheriffs was made known
to members and a new Membership Secretary, Malcolm McEwan, who
is our Treasurer's son, was introduced and welcomed to the position
where he has already proved to be a valuable and efficient member of
the Society. Malcolm said a few words about his future plans for record-
ing members and updating the membership list.

The Secretary reported on a fairly quiet year with less correspondence
due to the fact that most enquiries now go to the Membership Secretary
whose address is in the Scots Magazine. Three committee meetings
had been held - two in the Piping Centre and one in St. Columba's
Church Hall - both excellent venues in Glasgow and a good attendance
by members. Business conducted at these meetings is in the minutes
and latterly mostly involved the organisation of this A.G.M. The Secre-
tary reminded everyone to sign the Red Visitor's book.

Treasurer's Report. lain presented his financial statement. Postage

costs had risen considerably as three Bulletins had been published and

sent out - normally two. The Chief's account remains growing slowly,
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but the Treasurer was pleased to say that he had just received a gener-
ous donation at this meeting. He regretfully had to say that a number of
members will have to be reminded to pay their subscriptions.

Genealogist Murdo explained that he had put his genealogical research
results on a data base and would be reporting shortly in the Bulletin.

Sales and Stock. Manager Jim said a few words about the new stock
and good quality goods that he had. He could take orders for complete
tartan outfits and there would be a discount for members. He hopes to
put a type of catalogue on the net which would include jewellery, etc.
The Sales Table was at the back of the meeting room and as usual
there would be a raffle, tickets on sale now and he sincerely thanked all
those who had so generously donated prizes.

The Meeting continued with the election of Office Bearers. The present
committee stood down and the re-election took place as follows:- Chair-
man Alan Ewing proposed by Duncan and seconded by Jim; Vice-
Chairman and Secretary Eleanor proposed by Donald and seconded
by Malcolm. The other office bearers lain, Treasurer; Malcolm, Mem-
bership Secretary; Jim, Sales & Stock Manager; Murdo, Genealo-
gist and Charles, Email, were all re-elected by unanimous approval.
Members of committee stay the same, i.e. Colin, Duncan and Bar-
bara, but Jenny McEwan from Blackpool was elected as a younger
member.

A.O.C.B. Due to increased cost of postage, Malcolm suggested an
increase in the annual subscription. This was accepted by the mem-
bers and a suggestion of £12.00 for Annual Single ($20 U.S.A.) and
£15.00 for Family was agreed and seconded unanimously. This increase
to take place in 2001 and Membership to run from June to June. Infor-
mation to be in the November Bulletin.

Jim McEwan advised people to book in advance for next year's A.G.M.
as discounts can be obtained for hotel, ferries, etc.

The meeting was closed with thanks to the Chair and Committee. |t
was agreed that the Royal Marine Hotel was an excellent venue and
thanks were conveyed to the Proprietor. A busy session followed at the
Sales Table and Raffle and Refreshments were served.

Eleanor Williamson
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Society Manager's Report

Dear Clanspeople - What a most enjoyable gathering we had earlier in
the year. Our new venye has proved to be a great success due to the

excellent co-operation we had from Mr. and Mrs. Greig, proprietors of
the Royal Marine Hotel in Dunoon.

The first evening of the gathering was a quiet get-together for everyone

to exchange News and stories and allow our far-travelled members the
chance to relax.

Saturday saw us making an early start at the Tourist Board Office re-
turning later to convene for our A.G.M. and election of Office Bearers
and as you can see in the Bulletin, the same members have been re-
turned. | made a suggestion to the Chair that we should encourage our
young members to take a more active part in the running of our Clan
and that a Youth Development Officer should be looked for. This Clan
needs new young members and not always have to depend on its old.

Following the A.G.M. we had a short interlude which allowed us to pre-
pare for a most wonderful array of traditional Scottish fare laid on by
Shirley and all her catering and waiting staff.

Our formal evening started with a civic reception hosted by Argyll and
Bute Council and our Clan Council Members were delighted to meet
several of the Local Council led that evening by Councillor Elspeth
McTaggart and we can only thank them for their generous hospitality.
Our Chairman, Alan, was gifted the Shield of Argyll and Bute Council
by Councillor McTaggart and is now held by the Clan in high esteem.

We launched our Ceilidh dance with an invitation to everyone to take to
the floor and join in and enjoy themselves with the reels, jigs, strath-

speys, etc.

The first event on the evening's programme was a film show of Argyll
and surrounding area by Duncan McEwan, our Clan Council member
and photographer extra-ordinaire. | personally could have spent all night
listening to Duncan as he described the scenery, colours and seasons
in which these photographs were taken.

We returned to the dancing till our half-time break, the band were get-

ting dry by this time, and in need of refreshment. At this juncture we
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held our first ever Miss Clan Ewen competition and what a fantastic
event this turned out to be. Our judges that evening were: Sir John
McEwan, Alan Ewing and Shirley Greig and what a difficult job they
had. Our contestants for the evening put this year's Miss World to shame.
The most pleasurable job of the evening was interviewing these young
ladies and finding out about their lives and aspirations and after much
deliberation the panel chose Agnes McEwan to be our first ever Miss
Clan Ewen. Agnes had her photograph taken for the local paper and
received a bottle of champagne and a sash as her prize. A competition
for the men saw them all receive a small prize took us back to the danc-
ing and up to the conclusion of the evening, and a good time was had by
all.

Barbara and | did, however, run a small questionnaire during the evening
where we asked people their views, ideas for change and other events
we could include. Having correlated all these results | looked at the
information supplied and can now tell you that next year's event will be
longer, bigger and better so don't waste any time and book for next
year's event through myself.

Barbara and | intend to offer you a most economical weekend. We will
be responsible for your bookings and ferry travel, both at discounted
prices. In order to benefit from this, all members must book through me
no later than the end of April, 2001. This will enable me to book you into
accommodation suitable, i.e. ground level, first floor, single or double
room, any special diets, etc. Western Ferries also will offer us reduc-
tions around 50% of last year's prices.

The contents of the weekend activities will be disclosed in our Spring
Bulletin and | am sure you will find it most enjoyable.

| cannot yet close without mentioning our American Clanspeople who
would have, given that they had had their instruments, entertained us,
so | ask all Clanspeople and friends who are coming to next year's gath-
ering to bring their instruments with them, whatever they may be.

It would also do our gathering proud if we could have as many of you
who play the bagpipes to come along and assist us over the weekend.
Please contact me if you can help.
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| conclude my report with these last few requests to you all:

1. Please remember that "Sir John's Chieftain Fund" still requires much
more money and that by buying items through the Clan helps bring in
this much needed revenue. Please encourage all your friends with
Scottish connections to buy their own products (i.e. McLeod,

McDonald, Lamont, etc., etc., etc.), as we can now supply any item
or tartan at discounted prices.

2. Plea§e also remember to book for next year's gathering as soon as
possible, remembering it is the second weekend in June, 2001.

3. We still need our Youth Development Officer so please let us look at

our young members and encourage them to nominate one of their
own.

On behalf of Barbara and myself we would like to wish all of our mem-
berg a Happy Christmas and Prosperous New year and look forward to
Seeing you at next year's gathering. Yours aye,

J. G. McEwen

Genealogy Queries

A family of McEwans from Errol, Perthshire

Anthony McEwan is a grandson of Andrew McEwan. It was a query
from Anthony to Murdo our Genealogist which prompted the article by
Murdo.

Andrew McEwan was born on 10th March, 1878 at Errol in the county of
Perth. Andrew's father and mother were Peter and Euphemia McEwan.
Andrew was apparently one of 13 brothers and sisters. There must be
quite a large number of descendants from these 13 brothers and sisters
scattered around the world.

Anthony, the grandson, wonders if anyone may have knowledge of any
other descendants. Andrew McEwan was in the army for 25 years in
the Horseguards, he died in London in 1952.

If anyone thinks they may have any connection with or information relat-
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ing to Andrew or his brothers and sisters, please write to Murdo, or
contact the Society.

Secondly, a member has sent an "official” copy of a birth certificate,
which turned out to have no relevance to his own researches. If there is
someone out there who is indeed descended from the said George
McEwan, Murdo will be happy to send them the certificate free of charge
(self addressed envelope would be appreciated).

The certificate relates to George McEwan, born 18th March, 1879, his
father William McEwan, a shoemaker journeyman. Mother was Mary
McEwan and her maiden name was McKee. They were married on 3rd
September, 1866 in Glasgow. The certificate is entry number 524 from
the Register of Births for the District Parish of St. Rollox, Glasgow, in the
County of Lanark.

Murdo McEwan, Genealogist

Genealogy and the Internet

| am by no means an expert on the Internet, so it was with considerable
interest (and some trepidation) that | attended a talk given under the
above title. The talk had been organised as one of a series of meetings
run by The Scottish Genealogy Society (15 Victoria Terrace, Edinburgh
EH1 2JL, Tel. 0131 220 3677; Email: subs @scotsgenealogy.com. Lis-
tening to the talk - although | was not able to follow all the "technicali-
ties” - it very soon became very apparent that there is an unbelievable
amount of information available to anyone, and about anyone, at a few
clicks of the mouse. When | say anyone, | mean anyone - dead or alive;
anywhere in the world - and this includes YOU. The speaker used his
own family researches as examples, and demonstrated how he had
located a "lost” cousin. The cousin had left Scotland bound for New
Zealand in the early 1970s with no forwarding details at all. The only
information at this end was some records of the cousin having worked
for a Health Authority (from which he would have accrued pension enti-

tlements) prior to leaving; and his National Insurance number. For rea-
sons of “confidentiality" these possible sources of information would

provide no assistance whatsoever. However, with judicious use of his 4
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‘mouse", it did not take long for the speaker to track down his cousin -

still very much alive and well - to Perth, Australia. A happy (fortunately)
reunion followed. ,

This led to questions from the floor about peoples' (so called) "rights to
privacy”. What if the cousin had not wanted to be traced? The re-
emergence of his old life could have seriously embarrassed his new life
of the past 25 years or so. His old life coming back to haunt him, etc.
Whllst It was appreciated that "in the wrong hands" this availability of
u_wformation could be seriously misused, for the genealogist (and in the
rlglf_\t hands, hopefully) the availability of the Internet opens up almost
unlimited avenues for research. The information might otherwise only
be available through hiring expensive enquiry agents / professional ge-
nealogists on the other side of the world, with communications by letter
("snail mail") being very long drawn out.

The speaker went on to illustrate his own family researches which in-
cluded leads in the U.S.A,, Ireland, Yorkshire, Eastern Europe and -
closer to home - the small hamlet of Arnbrae (in Kilsyth, about 15 miles
north east of Glasgow). Apparently Oliver Cromwell had reputedly stayed
in the forebears' farmhouse at Arnbrae - so this was leading to yet more
lines of possible enquiry/research. It soon became clear that six av-
enues of enquiry could rapidly become 36, and so on; with information
coming in / going out via the internet / Email worldwide on a round the
clock basis. One very big word of caution is that if information has been
incorrectly transcribed from the original sources to the web site, you will
get the incorrect version when you search the web site. So, be warned
that it is not infallible. Also, new sites are becoming available all the
time, and existing sites are dropping out - so any list of sites is only
accurate at the time of compilation, and cannot hope to be exhaustive.
Some sites are free of charge; some are free initially or to "small users",
others require a subscription. The usual way to subscribe is to pay by
credit card via the Internet; but many people (certainly in the U.K. at
least) are not convinced that this is "safe and secure".

From the Search Engines, and Web Sites, etc. listed below, the follow-
ing are suggested as possible starting points:

Cyndi's List Scotland
Cyndi's Home Page Construction Kit
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