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CHAIRMAN'S SPIEL

Continuing my theme of those of our name in the Public Eye, | feel that | should mention
an article which appeared in the "Scots Magazine" of February past entitled "Buttercups
and Dairies", depicting the aspirations and achievements of Andrew Ewing. As most of
our readers will probably subscribe to this oldest and widely known magazine and have
read the article, there is no point to reiterating here.

Judging by the numerous 'phone calls and letters that have been received at "HG”, it has
become obvious that many of you have been annoyed at the lateness of arrival of your
October issue of the Clan Bulletin. This has been most regrettable, particularly as Charlie,
our Treasurer, informs me that many members are in arrears with their subscriptions. |
‘understand that most would have been paid by now as a result of receiving the reminder
in the October Bulletin. Please accept my sincere apologies for this shortcoming.

Now to something of interest to all members but especially to those overseas. I refer to
Balnain House in Inverness. This house has been restored to its full Georgian splendour
by the Balnain Trust over a period just over twenty years. During the first twelve years of
its existence the Trust was chaired by one of our members — Robin MacEwen of Inverness.
A great supporter of the project also has been Allan MacEachern, aformer Depute Prime
Minister of Canada.

Balnain House was built in 1726 as the home of a wealthy merchant. Afterthe catastrophic
battle of Culloden in 1746, the house was used as a field hospital for Hanovarian Troops.
Inthe 1880s it became the base forthe Royal Ordnance during which the first Survey Map
of the Highlands was produced. Subsequently it was converted into flats but eventually
became derelict until rescued by the Balnain Trust.

The object of the Trust is to provide a resource centre for Highland music. The resources
and activities of Balnain House are dedicated to preserving and promoting this priceless
part of Scotland's Heritage.

Try yourhand, orfingers rather, at coaxing atune fromaharp, aclarsach, or afiddle. They
are allthere forthe visitorto "Have a Go". Alibrary and archive exist for students, musicians
andthose interestedin Highland music. This will expand as the trust acquires more Books,
MSS., Tapes, Records, CDs., Films etc. Balnain House is well worth a visit. You will find
it at: 40 Huntly St., inverness IV3 SHR. Tel: 0463 715757. Alan Ewing
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BEER

For a Brewer to win the support of the often vociferous temperance
lobby must have been quite a feat in the last decade of Victoria's reign.
But William McEwan achieved this remarkable coup.

The anti-booze people seem to have decided he was a respectable
politician, in spite of his trade. This may be why they decided not to stand
against him. The Tories - who made a point of describing themselves as
Unionists then - must have taken a similar view, because they did not fight
him either. And so it was that William McEwan was returned to Westmin-
ster unopposed in 1895 when he stood for Central Edinburgh as a Liberal
for the third time.

There had been a Unionist candidate against McEwan - who favoured
Irish home rule - on the previous two occasions. At his second successful
election, in 1892, there was also an opposing candidate whose formal title
would raise a few eyebrows among some of today's politicians - Labour
and Temperance. But three years later, his previous opponents failed to
come forward. McEwan was a notable philanthropist and public benefac-
tor. He was described as a "good, kindly, popular man who . . . devoted
much money to charity".

| am indebted for this information to a fascinating booklet produced by
Edinburgh Brewing Heritage (Tel. 031-554 9252), a venture by two
historians, Charles McMaster and John Dallas. It marks the opening of a
fine pub, one of several to be refurbished in a sensitive way recently. The
establishment had various names in the past and a reputation less
impressive than the good one it now deserves under its latest guise as
William McEwan's Alehouse.

The architect who devised the revised appearance of the pub, at 18
Clerk Street, Edinburgh, is in an unusual position. Douglas Smith, used
to designing pubs for clients, has designed this one for himself, or at least
for a pub business in which he has a positive interest.

Originally, he was commissioned by Scottish Brewers to revamp the
pub. Then he was asked if he wanted to run it on a tenancy basis - drawing
the draught ale after drafting the drawings, if you see what | mean. He was
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allowed to choose the title, which is why, surprisingly enough, it was not
atthe behest of the brewery that the name of McEwan came to adorn the
premises.

His licensed trade operation continues to embrace three other Edin-
burgh pubs, all notable for the quality of their beer as well as their design:
Bannerman's Bar (which Julian Bannerman designed) in the Cowgate,
Mathers in Broughton Street, and Smithie's Ale House, Eyre Place
(Scotland's only gas-lit pub).

Douglas told me he decided the new venture shouldbe asincere tribute
to William McEwan, the man, not simply a promotional venture for the
brewery. He commissioned a portrait of the bearded brewer, who is
depicted in his office at the Fountain Brewery. This hangs in the pub, as
does a particularly attractive photographic display of the McEwan Hall,
which was gifted to Edinburgh University and the city by the MP.

McEwan also gave financial help to Edinburgh Royal Infirmary and in
1892 hedonated the Rembrandtpainting A Woman in Bed to the National
Gallery of Scotland. A framed reproduction is displayed in the pub.

Peter Balfour, CBE, the last surviving former director of the William
McEwan company, unveiled the portrait of the brewer, which was painted
by Chris Perry, who produced a reproduction of a historic McEwan
“Brewer to the King" mirror. (The original is in the architecturally superb
Old Toll Bar at Paisley Road Westin Glasgow.) Perry also painted several
mirrors for Smithie's.

But what of the beer? | once wrote of my disappointment at finding that
McEwan's 80 Shilling Ale was not as good as it used to be. It therefore
gives me great pleasure to declare that McEwan's 80/- has improved and
is once more worth drinking. It is not exactly the same taste as 10 years
ago, butpleasantly acceptable all the same, with roast barley rather nicely
to the fore.

Another brew with a roast barley character has come on to the market.
Edinburgh Real Ale, brewed by the Caledonian Brewery for the Bow Bar,

80 West Bow, is now available in other outlets too and will be the subject J_:;

of a future column.

Submitted by Robin R. MacEwe.
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EXCAVATIONS AT MAcEWEN'S CASTLE,
ARGYLL, IN 1968-69 (Completion)

(Please note: Turf House, Page 294 is the continuation from page 285 of
Bulletin No. 27.)

Discussion

The site of Macewen's Castle is an attractive one with good land behind
itand bays on either side, and the promontory itself has wide views up and
down Loch Fyne. That there have been people living on it for a very long
time is shown by the flint artefacts found scattered all over the site. There
were three scrapers, one of them definitely Neolithic in character, asmall
broken blade, Mesolithic in character, as well as four flakes of flint. Flint
Is notnative to the area. There were also three flakes of quartzwhich were
possibly used, two as scrapers and one as a point. These were similar to
the quartz artefacts found at Auchentagan, Glendaruel (Marshall 1977).

The range in time of the other finds, from the 12th century crucifix to the
Victorian glass bottle fragments, underlines this continued frequenting of
the site. Nothing dateable was found in an archaeologically sealed
deposit.

The Palisade and Huts

The earliest evidence of occupation came from the group of small post-
holes setinto natural soil or bedrock and which were linked by a charcoal-
flecked levelto the palisade post-hole under the rampart which ran round
the promontory. Although only two of these palisade post-holes were
found, from the position in which they were found - in the only two cuts in
the rampart which were taken down to bedrock - it can be assumed that
the posts were not set very far apart; neither did they make a solid timber
wall. As the post-holes were small and shallow some support would have
been needed. Earth underlying the stones of the rampart suggests that
this may have been provided by an earth bank.

The use of wood to form a palisaded enclosure is a basic idea and has
been so used from Neolithic times right up to the present day. Palisades
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surrounded homesteads and settlements in the first millennium BC
(Ritchle 1970). Palisades on defensive sites which were succeeded by
stone ramparts have been found at Balloch, Kintyre (DES 1975, 10) and
at.Craigmarloch Wood, Renfrewshire (DES 1965, 34).

The Stone Rampart

The palisade was followed by a timber-laced wall set within the earlier
defence. At Macewen's Castle the wall was built along the line of the
palisade.

This palisaded defence may not have lasted for very long. The settlers
in the huts with the small post-holes may have built the huts with the large
Post-holes orthey may have been succeeded by another group of settlers.
As the levels of occupation associated with the two types of post-holes
were so close, one on the top of the other, itis unlikely that there was any
great lapse of time between these phases. It may be assumed that the
stone rampart was built on the line of the palisade by the people who lived
in the huts with the large post-holes. This later rampart was found to have
had timber and probably turf within the stonework. The short and
irregularly-placed timber slots indicate timber-strengthening rather than
timber-lacing. Excavation showed that there had been an entrance to the
NNE 10ft wide and 10ft long with a solidly-built guard house beside it. The
vitrified stone found all round the rampart shows that the site must have
been fired. Nowhere was there a core of vitrified material. The concentra-
tion of vitrified material at the gateway suggests a wooden gate.

The firing of the rampart which produced the vitrification probably
brought this phase of occupation to an end. Then there was seemingly a
period of abandonment until the Turf House (Site A) was built. With walls
2ft to 3ft thick, seven turves high, probably a thatched roof, a working
bench, a hearth and a lightly cobbled floor it would have been a
comfortable enough place to live. The doorway with its distinctive pebble
cobbling had no door posts so may have been closed by a heavy skin
screen hanging from the lintel.

After the period of abandonment the rampart was repaired and altered.
The NE and NW corners were squared and massive stones were set
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against the face of the old rampart at the W. This outer wall was
strengthened by posts. A C-14 date in the 16th century ad was obtained
for charcoal from one of these post-holes. The tumble in the guard room
was consolidated with other stones making a firm base. A tower, possibly
wooden, may have stood on this as was suggested by Alcock (1969)
when discussing the widening and flattening of ring banks beside
entrances to defended areas. One can assume that the rebuild was done
by the men who built the Turf House. The lack of stratified artefacts which
are dateable makes it difficult to date the Turf House and the reconstruc-
tion of the rampart. The Fleur-de-lis groat is of the 15th century. Two of
the sherds found under the turf of the rampart at trench Cll have been
dated to the 15th or 16th centuries while the third sherd from the same
place is possibly of 17th century date. The documentary evidence for the
occupation of the Kilfinan area by the Macewens (Moncrieff 1967) states
that they came from Ireland, where they had spent the years of Bruce's
war, in the early 14th century. About 1440 the Campbells ousted them
from the lands of Kilfinan and Otter. Perhaps after the Macewens had
given up the land the Campbells built the Turf House and altered the
rampart to establish their dominance.

Post-Rampart Features

Once more there was a period of abandonment. The now ruinous
rampart was not needed as a defence by the builders of the Stone House
(Site B) who flattened what was left of it to make a platform outside their
door. The house was well built despite the difficulty of the uneven ground
and the bedrock which was so near the surface. Two periods of use could
be distinguished. In the earlier floor flecks of charcoal and fragments of
bone were found which were absent from the upper cobbling, so it may
have been used first as a dwelling and later as a work place. One feature
of the house was the number of querns found, the click mill stone on the
floor, two half querns and two other fragments found inside and the half
quern set in the paving outside the house. While the development of Iron
Age querns of Scotland has been worked out (MacKie 1971) and it is
known that bun-shaped querns are early it is not yet possible to date
mediaeval querns typologically. Inthe 17th century when water mills were
built landlords charged for the grinding of the meal and naturally
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