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Dear Friends,
I hope that this bulletin finds you all well.

We had a lovely time at the gathering this year and are looking forward to
our first international gathering next year with much excitement. The
gathering takes place on the second Saturday of June at the Royal Marine
Hotel in Dunoon. We have heard already that friends in the States are
gearing up to make the journey and I for one am hoping to bring some of
our family members. So spread the news amongst your families and
Jriends and let’s make this a gathering we will never forget - for all the
right reasons! Please let us know if you are going to make the trip so that
we can get an idea of numbers and arrange for food and entertainment.

The current committee is continuing the hard work to ensure that you all
enjoy being a member of the society. Plans include putting together
membership packs to welcome new members, ensuring that the genealogy
which Betty and David are working so hard with, can be shared amongst
all members, getting on with the election of a chief and ensuring that
overseas members find it easier to communicate their views and wishes.
On the last note, Lynn, our vice chairman has agreed to be the committee
member responsible for ensuring that the communication channels with
all our overseas members is open, loud and clear!

We were very sad to announce the death of Colonel Alan earlier this year.
He was a loyal and devoted member, a great character who is sorely
missed and we have included his obituary in this bulletin Jfor you to read.
On behalf of the society a great big thank you goes out to the following
people for their hard work, whether as outgoing committee members or
overseas correspondents:

Murdo McEwan - genealogist, 1987 - 2002 and committee member till this year.

lain McEwan - treasurer, 1999 - 2004.
Malcolm McEwan - Membership Secretary, 2002 - 2003

Paul McEwan - USA correspondent

Never hesitate to get in touch to say hello, offer any ideas or views or
submit articles to the bulletin.

Apart from asking you all to spread the news about the society and the
clan gathering, it just leaves me to say that we are looking forward to

seeing you next year!

Reviresco
Rachel McEwen



ALAN EWING, 1926-2004

embody the spirit of the society — an ever-

genez.ilc.)gical, a PTO_Ud Scot, a courteous gentleman, a humorous, unpompous,
convivial, welcoming and kind man, Alan gave the Society just the example
that perhaps it needed, through some interesting times. He is much missed.

Alan Ramsay Ewing was born in Glasgow on 16™ May 1926. He was
educated at Hutcheson Grammar School. The best friend he made there, John
Brown, remained a good friend until the end.

After school, young Alan Joined Hodson’s Horse and the 13™ Lancers, units
of the Indian Army Corps. With them he fought in Java, taking charge at one
%oilnt of a platoon of Gurkhas. He also managed to achieve a certain mastery of

rdu.

In 1948 Alan joined the Territorial Army as an officer in the Queen’s Own
Royal Glasgow Yeomanry (QORGY). During his time with QORGY his Pipe

Major wrote a pipe tune for him — “Colonel Ewing” — which was later recorded
by a piper called William McLetchie in Lenzie.

After the disbandment of QORGY, Alan remained in the TA, working on the
recruitment side. Later on, he was made Honorary Colonel of “B” Squadron, a
new Scottish Yeomanry based in East Kilbride. There, as always throughout his
Army career, he showed a remarkable willingness to get stuck in.

His dedication to the military and concern for the welfare of others led
naturally to his joining, in 1973, the Earl Haig Fund. Twelve years later, he
became Chairman of Glasgow and South West Scotland, an arduous position
that he retained until 2002. During his time with Haig House, Alan was also
involved with Flanders House for ex-servicemen, organising and overseeing the
running of the home, remaining involved until his final illness.

Because of his involvement with the TA and the Haig Fund, Alan was often
to be found in attendance at Royal Garden Parties at Holyrood Palace, at ease
on the lawns with wife and beautiful daughters by his side; but he didn’t much
mention these occasions, unless pressed.

He and Irene attended the first business meeting of the Clan Society in
October 1978. Alan was elected to the committee and in 1984 to the position of
vice-chairman. His election to the Chairmanship in 1990 coincided with the
building of the Clan Ewen Memorial Cairn and Alan was proud to take his
place at the unveiling ceremony that June. ;

His passions, apart from the Army and the Clan Ewen S.ochy (most recently
our search for a Chief), generally had some connection with hlS. belovcd_
homeland: they included Scottish history, tartans, chttish music, especiall
Jimmy Shand, learning (he took night classes in Gaelic and‘ Spanish),
genealogy and heraldry; he also liked DIY, growing plants in garden and g

house, and the Herald crossword.




With his knowledge and expertise, Alan became the “father figure” of the
Clan Society, the man to be consulted, and cannot ever be replaced. He was a
serious man but he had a light heart. It is hard to think of him without smiling.

Alan married Irene on 14™ February 1951. The date hints at the romantic
heart which could be glimpsed beneath what was sometimes a crusty exterior. -
Irene was a lovely lady, quiet and efficient and often very funny, who was
greatly mourned when she died on 7™ December 2002. They are survived by
their children, Margaret, Alan and Morag, and their grandchildren, Andrew,
Claire, Emma and Aimee.
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CLAN EWEN SOCIETY AGM

Held at Kilfinan Community Hall, Argyll on Saturday 12 June 2004 at 1.30pm.

The Chairman, Lynn Gehling, was unavoidably stranded in Chicago so Vice
Chairman Rachel McEwen took the meeting. Rachel welcomed members and
friends and said a few words about the loss of our previous Chairman Alan
Ewing who died recently. The assembled company stood for a minute’s silence
in tribute to Alan. A full obituary will appear in the next Bulletin. Several
members of the Clan Ewen attended Alan’s funeral.

Apologies — Duncan McEwan, Joan McEwen, Donald Ewing, Sidnie Terry,
Paul McEwan and Lynn Gehling and Jill Young.

Minutes of last AGM read but were not approved and signed until an issue
raised by Malcolm McEwan was resolved. This ‘minute’ regarding the name
for advertising due to a misunderstanding has to be made comparable with the
web site. After discussion, the name was agreed and further resolutions to be
made at the next meeting. There being no further matters arising, the minute

was approved.

Secretary’s Report. Eleanor reported on good communication with Chairman
and Office Bearers and two useful committee meetings. An extra large number
of Bulletins were sent out in November 2003 in order to try to increase
membership and hopefully this was a worthwhile exercise. A more realistic
number were posted in May 2004. Thanks should be given to Charles and
Matt, their family and others in this small group, who worked so hard to get the

publications out on time.




The Secretary then reported on her contacts with overseas correspondents —
Evelyn Mason (by telephone) and Cameron McEwing — both still willing
promote the Clan in their parts of the world — Australia and New Zealand. N
word from Bill MacEwen, Nova Scotia.
Eleanor and Duncan collected and listed the Clan Merchandise which was in
Alan Ewing’s house and a list of some of the items is in the May Bulletin. W.
have a lot of Clan goods and must try to advertise and sell to re-coup some o
the funds spent on their purchase.

Treasurer’s Report. Iain (our retiring Treasurer) gave his financial report which |
was circulated. This was accepted and approved.

Genealogist. Betty related some of the interesting findings she had made on the |
web site “The Glasgow Story’ — in 1871 the number of McEwens, Ewens,
Ewings etc she had discovered — also a Pat Ewen related to some of our
members. Her research is fascinating and on-going.

Bulletin. Charles spoke briefly of the feed-back he is getting from readers of
the Bulletin.

Election of New Committee. As is customary, the present Committee stood
down and the election proceeded as follows

Chairperson Rachel proposed by David
seconded by Bob
Vice-Chair Lynn proposed by Rachel
seconded by Jo
Secretary Eleanor proposed by Betty
seconded by Murdo
Treasurer Colin proposed by Charles
seconded by Eleanor
Genealogists David & Betty  proposed by Rachel
seconded by Colin

Committee Members willing to continue serving — Duncan, Charles, David and
Betty.

AOCB. Arrangements for the International Gathering in 2005 will have to be i
discussed in detail at the next Committee Meeting. It is hoped to hold this at
the Royal Marine Hotel, Hunters Quay on 4" June*. The meeting was closed
with thanks to the Chair and the Committee. :
* now 12" June — see article in Bulletin.
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CLAN EWEN SOCIETY

Income and Expenditure for Year Ending 31* May 2004

Income Subscription £ 633.56

Sales £ 436.98

US Subscription & Sales £ 161.14

Bank Interest £ 5.79+£14.51* = £20.30

Total £1237.47 + £14.51 = £1251.98 *Chief's Account

Expenditure

** printing and postage of bulletins (3 issues) £ 1384.49
*+ advertising (Scots Magazine & others) £ 17719
“* Society running costs (room hires, expenses etc) £ 168.85
Total £1730.53
<+ Deficit of income over expenditure (E 487.55)

Trading Account

Opening stock £1776.73 (est) Closing stock £ 1339.75 (est)
Purchases £ - Sales £ 436.98
Total £1776.73 Total £1776.73
Assets at 31.5.2004 Treasurers Account £ 703.69
Closing Stock £ 1339.75 (est)
Chiefs Account £ 1554.29
£3597.73
Assets at 9.5.2003 Treasurers Account £1196.77
Closing Stock £1776.73 (est)
Chiefs Account £ 1539.78
£4513.28

Assuming that the closing stock value is reasonable, the above statement represents a
true and fair view of the accounts as at 31t May 2004. J A McEwan (Signed)



KILFINAN CHURCH

As per usual, Davy and I attended the AGM at Kilfinan
on 12 June this year. For a change, the meeting was
held in the village hall. As we walked to the hall,
dismayed to see the windows of the Church were
boarded up. My heart sank — one of the things I really
enjoy about the AGM is the church service on the
Sunday morning, in a beautiful old church with a very
ancient history. ‘

Unfortunately, on the Sunday moming, the only people from the Clan Society
who were able to attend the service were Jimmy and Martha McEwan (Davy’s

uncle and aunt) and Davy and myself. I wandered up first, worrying about i ‘
what I was going to see. As always I was given a lovely welcome at the church
door, and as I walked in I gasped — the interior of the church had been stripped
back to the bare stone and the floorboards had been lifted and put back in mint
condition, the plasterwork had been redone and the wood on the panelling and

the pews had all been cleaned. (It turned out the windows had been sent away i
to be releaded and repaired.)

Mr Kellas, the minister, came over and was pointing out the work that had been
carried out. He showed me the new heaters which had been fitted. He said “if
you’re cold, feel free to put a heater on, or if you’re hungry, put a slice of bread
on your head!” He was not exaggerating, the heaters fill the church with
warmth in a very short time. One of the congregation, Margaret Sutherland,
very kindly came over and showed me the ‘secret panels’ — the one on the
south side covering the old south door, and the one on the north side concealing
the 14" century stonework with 16 century infill of the Lamont Vault. When
the recent work was being carried out, Margaret had come down to the church 8
one day and the workmen told her that human bones had been discovered. The &
police had to be called in, and Margaret said it looked like the scene of a
murder investigation. It came to light that, when the road was being
constructed in 1750 — 1759, through the medieval part of the churchyard, the
bones were relocated in the church.

['was interested to find out that the church’s present day appearance is of 1
redesign by the famous architect, John Honeyman of Glasgow. During tt
service I had a large black dog sitting on my feet, keeping my toes cosy
warm — not only are the Minister and the congregation welcoming and frien
but their pets seem to like us too. :

PS I have just been told that Mr Kellas has since retired and is now livin
Glenelg. Tam sure we all wish him a very happy retirement, and would
thank him for his entertaining sermons (and for putting up with us).



PPS The latest news from Margaret Sutherland — the windows are still not in
but they’re expected any day now, but then the north windows will be taken
away for repair. The next phase is the stones in the Lamont Vault — they are to
be repaired, labelled and displayed. She is still pushing for a floor in the upper
part of the vault and hopes to use the old Lamont Aisle as a visitors’ centre. At
the moment the outside stone steps lead up to a door which opens into nothing
but a drop into the Lamont Vault. They have electricity in the vault, but work
is still on-going.

With very special thanks to Margaret Sutherland.
Submitted by Betty.
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TEN CENTURIES OF TRADING HISTORY

From the Stirling Observer 24 March 2004

Stirling company D & J MacEwen celebrated 200 years in business this week.
Shareholders and guests of the family firm gathered on Monday to celebrate

two centuries of trade.

MacEwen currently trades as a property letting and investment company in
Callander but for much of its history it was a purveyor of fine wines and

groceries.

D & J MacEwen’s headquarters were in Stirling for most of its history and at
its peak the company operated 11 shops in Perthshire, Stirlingshire and also as

far afield as Fort William and Inverness.

The company was established in 1804 by brothers Daniel and James MacEwen,
who were originally of farming stock from the Drummond Estate near Crieff.
The brothers established a basic trading operation in Broad Street in Stirling,
providing an outlet to market for the farming communities in the area.

The company grew and by its peak was exporting goods such as Scotch whisky
to the outposts of the British Empire. The firm gained significant status
amongst the Scottish merchant community to the extent that the lord provost of
the then Glasgow Corporation hosted a dinner to celebrate D & J MacEwen’s

first centenary in 1904,



To mark the bicentenary, current managing direc
Callander, has produced a booklet detailing the histor
Former staff, family members and other interested inc
copies from her for £4, including postage and packaging.
be available at the Stirling Smith Art Gallery and Muse

Monday's celebratory lunch was held at the Park Lodge Hotel in §
which was one of the family homes of the MacEwens at one point.

“The company was an important focal point in rural communities
towns throughout central and northern Scotland and I hope man;
remember our more visible presence in the past and share in our
this anniversary.”

The second Chairman of the Clan Ewen Society, the Rev Peter Mz
one of the family who lived in Park Lodge, Stirling (where the celeb

Daniel, aged 12, who is the grandson of Rev Peter MacEwen. Peter w
director of the firm of D & J’s and his widow, Joan, is now a director.

D & J’s blended their own whisky which was called “STERLINI”. Re
Graham MacEwen, son of Rev Peter and Joan, acquired a small bottle
Sterlini, still sealed, from the USA, by way of the internet. It arrived in go
order, still sealed and with D & J’s name, Stirling, on the bottle. N
firms are 200 years old and still run by the same family.

It would be interesting to hear of anyone in the USA, Canada 61’A 18
Zealand who think they may be a branch of the family. i

List of the 11 branches of the business of D & J’s :-

STIRLING ABERFOYLE
CALLANDER DOUNE

CRIEFF COMRIE
DUNBLANE FORT WILLIAM
BRIDGE OF ALLAN INVERNESS
KILLIN

With acknowledgement to both Sheila MacEwen and Joan MacEwe
above article and letter. .
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Yo THE MUSIC
@) CENTRAL TO RESOURCES

In November last year, the Scottish Music Centre was relaunched as a dynamic
centre, a gateway to the complete national music resource and a supporter and
promoter of all of Scotland’s music. If that sounds like a challenging remit,

then the Scottish Music Centre has the experience, expertise and enthusiasm to
rise to that.

Scotland’s music scene is exciting, dynamic and wide ranging, including folk,
Celtic, jazz, classical, rock and pop and the centre aims to provide a music
resource also accessible through its website at

www.scottishmusiccentre.com.

It has huge educational value and the resource nature of the archive collection
and services should be used.

This relaunch also celebrates the 35 years this centre has been in existence,
while looking forward to the next 35 years as it becomes ever more proactive
and engages with the real world. To this end, its move next year to the City
Halls in Glasgow’s Merchant City will provide a shopfront to the organisation
and maximise the accessibility to the centre’s collections and services. The
staff are clearly looking forward to working in a living concert hall complex
with musicians, teachers and pupils and the public all having easy access to the
centre. They will also be working with Glasgow City Council, BBC, SSO,
Glasgow Education Services and other users of the venue such as the Scottish
Chamber Orchestra, Celtic Connections and the Glasgow Jazz Festival. The
result will be a national music centre with the Scottish Music Centre playing a
key part.

The ethos of the centre is to celebrate what is going on in the Scottish music
scene and champion creativity at all levels, supporting composition and the
dissemination of music through live events and recordings.

It will champion the value of music to support musical and cultural well-being
and provide national resources, information services and advice to support the
many composers, song writers, groups and promoters of all music in Scotland.
It will also promote Scottish music making at home and abroad and, through its
website, is already publishing information through the National Cultural Portal
and international music gateways.

With the internet development, the aim is to provide a national portal facility
for the nation’s music which will include collections, events listings, contacts
directory, information and advice services and shopping facilities.



The expansion of education services is particularly ex
concept that creativity should be at the heart of educa
up a focus group looking at what teachers and children wai
musical development, and they are looking at expanding

directing teachers and pupils to specific resources.

scores, recordings, performance materials and an array of supy
information for physical and on-line access will contribute to
centre, providing a place for music which everyone can relate
will provide gateways to support music awareness and educatio
higher education and further education colleges and for life-
Over the coming months the development of an on-line cor
schools and young people is bound to grab the imagination.
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EDITOR’S LETTER

of reasons why this has occurred, some are more obvious than others.
apologies to all late receivers and I can only endeavour to do my utm
complete earlier. '

The services of the Committee in collating and typing up, then the tran '}
printers and return for posting have been quick and efficient as usual.

thanks and gratitude to all involved. ‘
As the Christmas season is upon us and Hogmanay approaches I wzshf
but good health and long life to all members and their families.

I mention good will separately because at this time of year it is also a ti
stress and for many, loneliness. This year and always, think of the Soc

Clan but also a family. We may be far apart in distance, but very clo:
hearts and minds. So if there are any members on their own at this
year, or any other time of year for that matter, you are not alone
belong to a family and the blood is strong. | ki

Slainte’

Editor.
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