CLAN EWEN SOCIETY

CLAN CEILIDH

SATURDAY, JUNE 7th, 1997
A ceilidh will be held in the Clan Room, Kilfinan Hotel at 9.00 p.m. A
warm welcome is extended to all.
It is hoped that members will give it their full support and make this a
most enjoyable evening,.
A small charge will be necessary to cover the cost of the musicians.
Accommodation can be obtained at the following:

Hotels: Kilfinan Hotel, Kilfinan Tel. 01700 821201
Royal Hotel, Tignabruaich Tel. 01700 811239

Guest Houses, Bed and Breakfast:

Mrs. McKay, Kilfinan Tel. 01700 811397

Mrs. Alexander, Kames Tel. 01700 811218

"Arden Eden", Tignabruaich Tel. 01700 811354
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FAILTE

NOTHER SPRING is in the process of blossoming forth, albeit, it is some-
what tardy in so doing.
This has been accentuated by cold winds and night frosts aided and abetted by
a superfluity of rain.
Hardly a day has passed without some precipitation. Spare a thought for those
who live south of the border, where reservoirs all seem to be at a low ebb and
dire threats of water rationing, in the summer to come.
We do not seem to be making much progress in our quest to establish a Chief.
You will recall that | had written to the brewers - McEwan - making an approach
for sponsorship. Not having had a reply within a reasonable lapse of time, |
‘phoned and spoke to their “Brands Manager” who stated that he had to con-
vince his board of directors that parting with a large sum of money must help to
boost the prolonged sales of their products. Apart from creating a great deal of
publicity at the inauguration ceremony of the Chief, and offering free publicity in
this most illustrious, and widely read magazine | could not think of anything else
to tempt him. He was not convinced. There the matter stands, pro tem.
Your committee met at Ballaig, the residence of Jack and Gudrun McEwan Joyce,
on Sunday, 6th June, when we had a quorum.

The various items on the agenda were discussed, with particular reference to:

(@) The Chiefship. This was discussed at length, but no fresh ideas were devel-
oped as to the raising of funds;

(b) Ron Ewing gave us an up-date on sales which have been quite gratifying.
Sales of the Clan History have been good, and stocks are at a very low
level. Eleanor has undertaken to order a further 20 copies. We shall en-
deavour to have some stock by the A.G.M.;

(c) Adiscussion on the programme for the A.G.M. took place and it was de-
cided to round off the day with a ceilidh as we did last year;

(d) We were all somewhat surprised to learn that out of a total membership of
some 180 souls 63 members had not paid their membership fee.

We all enjoyed our day at Ballaig and offer our grateful thanks to Gudrun and
Jack for their hospitality.

Finally, A number of members of the committee have been in office for quite a
number of years and feel that their places should be taken by some of the newer
and younger members of the society. Please give this some thought.

Lastly, | am sure that you will all wish to join with me in wishing our most senior
member, Robin MacEwen of Inverness, congratulations on achieving his 90th
birthday. May he enjoy good health to attain many more.

Alan Ewing
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DEANS GATHER TO MARK ROBIN’S 90th
BIRTHDAY

RESENT and past Deans of the Faculty of Solicitors of the Highlands held a

lunchtime party in honour of the 90th birthday of Robin MacEwen at the
Lochardil Hotel, Inverness, last week. Mr MacEwen (seated centre), himself a
former Dean, was admitted as a solicitor in 1929 and is the Father of the Faculty.
Pictured toasting his health are (left to right): back - Frank Critchley, Bryan
Longmore, Jeff Macleod, Peter MacDonald, Eric Allen and Bruce Merchant. Front
- Michael MacMillan and lan Morrison.
Congratulations to Robin MacEwen on his 90th birthday. Robin is an enthusias-
tic and knowledgeable member of the Society and was the instigator of the Soci-
ety’s meeting at Balnain House in October.
Although the gathering was small, it was warmly received, and very well enter-
tained by the Balnain Trust. An apology must be made to Robin, for in an earlier
Bulletin, a report on Balnain, misquoted his name and did not give him full credit,

which he fully deserves. So | hope Robin will accept our sincerest apologies for
the error.

TERRY McEWAN

TERRY McEWAN, a clan member from Bognor Regis in West Sussex, Eng-
land, has sent me an article tracing his McEwan family history and the jour-
ney this search has taken him on. I'm sure it will be of great interest to other
members who are exploring and searching, in a similar way. Editor
Terry writes, Firstly, | should explain how the family history became so important

to me. | have to go back to my childhood visits to my grandfather, Alexander
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James McEwan. He had a rich speaking voice, enjoyed his glass of malt and
smoked a pipe. Born in 1876 in Glasgow, at the age of 15, he started work with
the Glasgow Railway and whilst working there, he met my grandmother, Ada Ella
Brice, the daughter of James Caselick Brice, an Inland Revenue Officer. He
moved to Rotherhithe and married Ada at “All Saints” in 1900. Alexander then
worked for the London and North Eastern Railways until retiring in 1936. On my
visits he would tell me of the “Castle”, the Clan battles and the countryside. |
promised myself that one day | would see the ruins of the castle and Scotland.
At the latter end of my childhood at 14, | joined the Civil Defence in London, did
my spell of fire watching, enlisted in the “Home Guard” before being “called up”
for the army. On returning to Civvy street | continued my work in accountancy,
got married, became a father and continued in work until early retirement due to
glaucoma in the right eye.

Now, having more time, | decided it was good timing for my belated visit to
Scotland. Although | had decided to cease driving, my son and his friend, who
are both enthusiasts of mountain walking, volunteered to share the driving. |
discussed the idea with Jean, my wife and she agreed, (although, | understood
later with some apprehension of the journey). But Jean knew | wanted to visit
family graves, homes and businesses of McEwan family links.

My uncle “Les” lives in Findon and he was the oldest living relative. Before we
set out | contacted him and he gave me all the family births, marriages and
deaths known. He also had in his possession a brass plate from a desk pre-
sented to my great grandfather Alexander on his retirement as secretary of No.
2 Branch Blacksmith’s Union, Greenock. In addition, he had details of my great
grandfather’s marriage showing Alexander had married Ann Allan on 31st De-
cember, 1869 at Free West Church at Greenock. Both fathers are noted, Alex-
ander’s father James McEwan, a ship's carpenter, Ann’s father James Allan, a
gas works foreman at Greenock. | then contacted the burials officer at Green-
ock Cemetery to find the resting place of Alexander.

When | received the reply | was pleased to find eight other members of the family
had been interred in the same place. Making the journey, we reached Greenock
and the cemetery. To my amazement the headstone was very large, 8 ft. by 5 ft.
and nearby was another family plot with other previously unknown members of
the McEwan registered.

On leaving Greenock, we found and visited the Castle site and Cairn. The McEwan
Castle signs were very clear, but we came unprepared for the heath and bog
terrain. Enquiries were made at the Kilfinan Hotel and we found that the “Bulle-
tin” was being published. On returning home, | later wrote to Allan and Murdo,
becoming a member of Clan Ewen Society.

In researching the family further, | contacted the Watt Library and had a reply
from a Mrs. Couparwhite who seemed most interested in the task of compiling
my family history. The information coming from her was quite incredible, dates
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of deaths, marriages, births, etc. From the death dates, | again _contacted the
burial officer. He returned with eight more sites of interment covering around 30
members of McEwan and Allan families.

Now | was hooked, | received copy census returns from the Watt Library and
places of birth. The next step was to follow the family line of James McEwan, my
great great grandfather, his place of birth being Kilmarnock. In my ignorance |
first contacted Kilmarnock Library, but eventually wrote to the right place. Areply
coming from Graham Hopner, again, | had struck gold. Graham was able to
trace James’ marriage to Jean Scoullar in 1838.

| had already seen his death certificate showing his father as James, a maltster
by profession and his mother Elizabeth McLuckie, which | learned was a deriva-
tion of the name Lucas and is part of the Lamont Clan name. He also found the
marriage of James and Elizabeth on 31st May, 1812 at Kippen, from the Old
Kilpatrick register. Also, from this register, finding that the son James McEwan
who married Jean Scoullar took place at Little Mill, Duntocher, a child being born
to them in 1838.

Interestingly, the James who was a maltman at Badshalloch and married Eliza-
beth McLuckie, his name was spelt McEoun, an older and rarer version of the
name. Along with James, they also had two daughters, Jean, born 15th March,
1815 and Ann on 4th July, 1819 at the house called “Raws”. A son, Alexander,
followed in 1821 on 10th July.The house at “Raws” still stands although covered
in lvy. This is where James used to carry out the malting process for producing
ale. He used to collect the barley from the field. It is fascinating to know that the
McEwans have been brewing ale independently from 1812 at Badshalloch long
before the more famous line of William McEwan and Fountain Brewery. There
could yet be a family link.

Fromthe International Index it appears that the family could be linked as far back
as 1663 as McEoun. | have now found a relative living in Perth, a second cousin,
daughter of James of Duntocher. She has told me her father worked in the
LLondon Midland Scottish Railway all his life.

He had an office on Princes Pier where the pleasure boats and steamers used to
stop. Janet, my cousin, and her mother used to get free trips because her father
knew all the ships Captains.

The areas so far traced, where the family resided were Little Mill, Duntocher,
Kippen, Badshalloch, The Raws, Renfrewshire, Paisley, Erskine, Greenock. From
the original name of the family McEoun | have traced changes to McEwing,
McEwen and latterly McEwan beginning with the base of James and Elizabeth
McLuckie in Kippen on 31st May, 1812,

I hope this little journey into the past has been of interest and who knows, there
may be someone out there that might recognise part of their own family line.

Terry McEwan.
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With thanks to both Mr. Graham Hopner of Kilmarnock Library and Mrs.

Couparwhite of the Watt Library in appreciation of their help.. '
A journey of historical research into a McEwan family. A trip that is probably

available to most of us if you know where to look.
Editor

The Annual General Meeting and

Gathering of Clan Ewen Society

will be held at 1.30 p.m.
on Saturday, 7th June, 1997
in the Kilfinan Hotel, Kilfinan, Argyll
with a walk to the Cairn after the meeting.
Old Friends and New Members all welcome

Editor: As you may have already noticed, the time of the meeting has altered
since the last Bulletin.

At the Society’s Committee Spring Meeting in April, it was agreed to move the
Gathering to the afternoon to allow more time for people making long journeys,
to arrive in time for the event. We apologise for any confusion or problems this
may, or has caused anyone in altering arrangements.

Hoping also, that the Bulletin reaches everyone in time to give advance warning
of the changes.

McEWAN HISTORY - THE IRISH
CONNECTION (cont.)

RELAND, until the fifth century was a pagan country. It was St. Patrick intro-
ducing Christianity, which ushered in Ireland’s golden age of learning. New
laws, schools and poets abounded, actively encouraged by the monastic cen-
tres. Alongside this growth in the arts, however, was the constant warring be-
tween the Clans to retain power. St. Patrick baptised Eoghan, King of Ailech.

The island of lona was the burial site for the Kings of Ailech and Antrim. The Irish

Prince of Dalriada in North Antrim, Fergus MacErc crossed to Argyll in 470 a.d.

with three brothers, one being Loarn who became King of Dalriada in Argyll.

In the ninth century in Ireland, the Vikings descended, plundering the monaster-

ies and destroying much of the wealth of artistic heritage. Some of the Danes

and Vikings settled in the area, founding the ports of Dublin and Waterford. The
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Kings of Ailech in Antrim would spend several centuries, fighting the Norse Kings
of Dublin. , y .
Niall Glun Dubh (Black Knee), King of Ireland in 890 a.d. was killed in battle in
919 a.d. The grandson of Niall, Domhnall took the name Niall as a surname, the
first to use the name O'Neill.

This Royal family held the Kingship of Ireland from the fifth to the elevgnth cen-
tury and the twelfth till the last O’Neill Chief in 1608, the only break being when
Brian Boru wrested the throne of Ireland from Maoilseachlan or (Malachy),_lead(_er
of the northerm O’'Neill’'s. After losing the Kingship, his descendants remalneq in
Munster and took the name MacLaughlin, beginning a long feud with the O'Neill's
over the High Kingship.

A major turning point came in 1014, at the battle of Clontarf in Dublin. The Irish
forces under High King Brian Boru, defeated the Norsemen and the Norse Earl
of Orkney, Sigurd along with their Scots Allies. However, just after the battle,
Brian Boru was killed leaving a power vacuum which the Kings of Ulster, Mun-
ster, Leinster and Connaught fought over. All of these Kings descend from the
eight sons of Niall of the Nine Hostages. The biggest rivalry was between the
Ulster MacLachlann’s and the Connaught O’Connor’s, allies of the O’'Neills. This
rivalry allowed a Norman settlement to begin and through this, an invasion fol-
lowed, led by the Earl of Pembroke, a Norman Lord better known as “Strongbow”.
Within eight years of arriving, the Normans took over most of the country apart
from Ulster and Connaught. They built castles across Athlone, Clonmacnois,
Roscrea and Clones, with Cael-uisce on the Erne: their intention, to bridle the
Ulster Kings. At that particular time, the Cenel Eoghain of Tyrone were ruled by
a great King in Aedh O’Neill, who ruled from 1196 to 1230. He represented one
branch of royal line of descent from Niall Black Knee, the other being the
MacLachlanns. Aedh found a staunch ally in Egnechan O’Donnell who united
with O’Neill to crush the MacLachlann candidate in the battle of Portrush.

From this beginning, the O’'Neill’s and the O’Donnell’s established an unbroken
line of Kingship which lasted until 1603.

The last great challenge from the O’Neill line came at the battle of Kinsale, where
an army of the Earl of Tyrone, Hugh O’Neill and Red Hugh O’Donnell marched
from Ulster to meet an English Norman army of superior armour and numbers
resulting in the crushing of many of the Irish and Scots Clan Chiefs who, by
kinship had come together against a common enemy.

In defeat, O’'Neill and O’Donnell, together with more than 90 of the once most
powerful chiefs in Ulster and their families, sailed from Lough Swilly in County
Donegal to permanent exile. The tragedy for Ireland and its line of O’Neill Kings,
later became known as the “Flight of the Earls.”

As the O'Neill's were scattered, so were the McEwan’s. The links between the
two are historically very strong. The emblem of the McEwan’s is a stump of Oak
tree showing new growth; in a continuous line of descent from Niall of the Nine
Hostages, who was killed jousting in France.
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Through his eldest son, Laogarius (Laogaire) became the first Christian
monarch, with the arrival of St. Patrick.

The four younger sons of Niall went north to Ulster and Antrim, becoming in turn
O'Neill’'s, Princes of Tir Eoghan, O’Donnell of Tir Connell, O’'Melaghlin's Kings of
Meath and the O’'Docherty’s of Lands of Inishowen.

The Kings of Connaught allied to O’Neill's were the O’Connor’s, one of their
branches being the Keane's or (Cattain) who also have an oak tree as their
emblem.

In a similar position amongst the O’'Donnell’s of Donegal are the O’Boyle branch,
who have an oak as their emblem. In fact, all the tribes that belong to O’Neill
descent have within their shields an oak emblem and the red hand of the O’Neill
Knights.

The O’Connor Kings of Connaught, from the race of Conn, descend from King
Conchobar, son of Fionn. The Chief of the Munster branch was O’Connor Kerry,
along with O’Connor Roe and O’Connor Iraght. Interestingly, amongst the
McEwans you find the names Kerry and Roe used for settlements. Iraght, you
find amongst the Cameron’s who are related to us (Erracht).

Beanmhide O’Connor, granddaughter of King Rory O’Connor, married Maolmhuire
MacSweeney who descends from (Suibhne) Sweeney, who was a great grand-
son of Anrathan. Suibhne built Castle Sween in Knapdale. The ancestors of
MacSweeney arrived in Knapdale alongside Anrathan, when he left Ailech after a
dispute over the High Kingship. For 200 years the MacSweeney’s stayed in
Scotland. They returned after the battle of Bannockburn, having supported the
MacDougall’s against Bruce; they lost their lands. In Ireland, they returned to
their Rathmullan seat, in sight almost of the ancient Fort of Grianan of Ailech
circa 1700 b.c. from which they had departed for Scotland over 200 years be-
fore. In their movements, they still maintained a constant link with both Scotland
and Ireland, the battleaxe chieftains, serving in both Irish and Scottish conflicts
when called upon by family Kin.

In Scotland the inauguration of the MacSuibhne Chiefs took place at lona, as did
the O'Neil’s and O’Donnell's. The kings were buried at lona. In Ireland they
were inaugurated at Kilmacrenan in County Donegal, where the MacSuibhne
Fanad had the privilege of sitting at the right hand side of the O’Donnell, Prince
of Tir Connell.

McEWEN THE MARINER

HOMAS FORSYTH McEWEN was a truly remarkable man. Born into slav-

ery in the days before emancipation, on the island of Grenada in the West

Indies, his courage, determination and sheer will power took him from the warm

waters of the Caribbean across the turbulent Atlantic seas and finally to our

Australian shores where he carved out his career. He proved to be a brilliant
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