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FAILTE, Mo Charaidan

REGRET THAT, as | open this edition of the "Bulletin”, | have sad news for
you.
We were all greatly saddened by the news of the deaths of Senga McEwan, who
died in June, and who was one of the founder members of this Clan Society in
1977. and of lan McEwan who, until November 1994, had audited the Society's

accounts.

Regrettably neither had been able to attend any meetings for some time due to
ill health. Senga is survived by a sister and lan by his wife Phyllis, a son and a
daughter.

Sadly | have to record, also, the death of Betty Ewen who died, in her London
home, in April this year. All three will be sadly missed by the Clan and our
heartfelt sympathies go out to their families. Eulogies to all three appear later in
this "Bulletin”.

On a happier note, Charlie and | attended, by invitation, the launch of a New
Tartan - "The 1856 McEwan Tartan". This had been commissioned by McEwan's
the Brewers to mark the founding of their Fountain Brewery in Edinburgh in
1856. It seems odd to mark the 140th Anniversary!

| was disappointed that the Clan Society had not been made privy to this from
the outset.

During the launch, which took place at the entrance to the McEwan Hall in Edin-
burgh, the representative from the company who handle the Brewers' Public
Relations suggested that we should make an approach to McEwan's for spon-
sorship.

| thought that this might be worthwhile pursuing and consequently have written
to McEwan's and now look forward to the results of their deliberations.

As we now approach the end of 1996, | send to you all, wherever you are, on
behalf of the management committee and myself, the compliments of the sea-
son.

"Nollalg math Is bliadhna mhath ur"
Alan Ewing

THE CLAN EWEN SOCIETY GATHERING

THE CLAN EWEN SOCIETY GATHERING and Annual General Meeting of

the members of the Society was held on Saturday, 1st June, 1996 at the

Kilfinan Hotel, Argyll at 2.00 p.m.

Chalrman Alan Ewing welcomed members and friends, special greetings being

extended to overseas members:- Donald Ewing from South Australia, David and
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Ellen Enoch from Colorado and to our other new members, James and Myra
Ewen from Auchtermuchty, Fife, Scotland.

Apologies were received from Honorary Member, Nicholas Wills the owner of
the "Otter Estate" and our appreciation and thanks go to him, for his continued
support and interest, which was noted and recorded. Other apologies were from
Bill McEwan, Australia, Paul McEwan, U.S.A., Ella McEwan, Inverness, Ted and
Ruth from Wiltshire, John and Betty, Coatbridge, Lt. Col. and Mrs. McEwan,
Cornwall and Douglas McEwen, Kent.

The death of Miss Elizabeth Ewen from London was recorded with much sad-
ness.

Minutes of Previous A.G.M. were read, approved and signed. The Treasurer
and Secretary gave their reports. Then moving on, the Secretary displayed the
handsome Visitor's Book presented by Lt. Col. G. McEwan from Fowey, Corn-
wall which will be kept at the Kilfinan Hotel. Col. McEwan has been thanked
warmly for his generous gift.

Genealogist Murdo reported on some of his correspondence and successes in
research, while following up leads in Cornwall.

Clan Manager Ron gave an update on information about Clan Sales and Mer-
chandise, movement of sales stock, being particularly successful from the Hotel
at Kilfinan.

The meeting continued with the election of office-bearers and as before the
present committee were re-elected after proposals and seconders. Under the
approval of newly elected officers, Clan Manager Ron Ewing went on to explain
the proposed plan for the Clan Room at the Kilfinan Hotel and the excellent co-
operation in giving facilities and time we have had from Lynn and Roif Mueller.

The new banner, designed and sent by Paul McEwan was much appreciated
and we are still anxious to have McEwan articles for display.

The Annual General Meeting and
Gathering of Clan Ewen Society

will be held at 11.30 a.m.
on Saturday, 7th June, 1997

in the Kilfinan Hotel, Kilfinan, Argyll
with a walk to the Cairn at 2.00 p.m.

Old Friends and New Members all welcome
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A letter from Robin McEwan in Inverness, proposing a Clan Meeting there, was
read and it was decided to arrange a meeting there in the Autumn.
The A.G.M. and Gathering would, of course, be held at the usual time and place
- namely, "The Clan Room", Kilfinan Hotel on the first Saturday in June. The
meeting was closed with thanks to the Chair and Committee.

E. McEwan Williamson, Secretary

EVENING GATHERING AND CEILIDH FOR
CLAN EWEN SOCIETY

FOLLOWING ON from the Annual Meeting and walk to the Cairn, the day con-
tinued with an evening Ceilidh of music and dance, a chance for members to mix
in @ more relaxed and social atmosphere and to get to know one another better.
Especially for our overseas members, as their time is limited to their length of
stay, which may be only short. So extending the day to the evening, gives us an
added bonus in being able to extend our warmest greetings to all new members
and friends at the Gathering.

This year was the first of, we hope, a regular event. The Ceilidh was a success
and can continue as an enjoyable and relaxing evening.

As these photographs are taken from this year's gathering, it was a warm and
friendly occasion, in good company.

Photograph of James Donald Ewing from Australia, flanked on the right by our
Chairman, Alan Ewing, and on the left, our Vice-Chairman and Treasurer, Charles Ewen
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PHOTOGRAPHS TAKEN AT CLAN
GATHERING AND EVENING OF CEILIDH

MR. WILLS is the owner of Otter
Estate and Kilfinan Hotel. He has
accepted an honorary member-
ship of our society, offered with
appreciation for his support. The
photograph was taken just before
the A.G.M. when he had met Clan
Office Bearers and members of
the Society.

.........

THE "CLAN BANNER"
from an idea and design
by Paul McEwan, devel-
oped and produced by
Bunty Forsyth Mason, our
American and Australian
correspondents working in
tandem, each showing us
the world's not that big a
place that we can't all con-
nect and work together. A
warm thank-you to you
both.
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David and Ellen McEwen Enoch, from Colorado, U.S.A.
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"OPEN MEETING" AT BALNAIN HOUSE

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 12th, 1996 AT 2.00 P.M. - INVERNESS :

Chairman Alan Ewing welcomed members and friends. He explained that the
purpose of the meeting was to give members in the Inverness area an opportu-
nity to meet committee and other members. Unfortunately, very few responded
to the invitation and the gathering was very small. ’
However, a warm welcome was given to Ella McEwan from Inverness, Nairn
MacEwan and his daughter Karen, Helen McEwan from Muir of Ord and Peter
McEwen who had been the instigator of the meeting at Balnain House. Fred
MacAuley, the Chairman of the Balnain Trust, was also welcomed.

Apologles were received from Committee members Duncan, Ron and John
and also from Professor and Mrs. McEwen from Dundee and James Ewen from
Auchtermuchty.

The first Item on the agenda of the meeting which was termed "wash up" from
the A.G.M. could not be discussed fully as Ron Ewing was not present. How-
ever, Ron had given a verbal statement concerning details and revenue from the
Ceilidh, via Murdo. '

The general opinion was that the Ceilidh had been a success and should be held
again.

Item two. The Chiefship was reported on by Alan - he had continuing corre-
spondence with Sir John McEwen and explained about the cost of establishing a
Commander and eventually a Chief. Charles and Alan had visited Edinburgh for
the launch of the new Tartan from the Brewers of McEwan's Ales. The Tartan
was displayed and a lively discussion took place in good humour.

We would like to keep a good relationship with the Brewers as there is the pos-
sibility that they might sponsor the application for Chieftainship of the Clan.
Item three. The letter from Frank MacEwan Owen of Boulder, Colorado, was
read and discussed. It was agreed from this discussion that the Chairman would
write to him suggesting that he become a member of the Society first, before any
other negotiations could take place.

Item four. Murdo spoke briefly on his successful research into John Bew's
genealogy and how connections had been made and followed up by himin Corn-
wall.

Iltem five. The Treasurer gave some further updates on the Heritage Centre
Fund which stands at £733 and stock held which stands at £968. The Treasur-
er's Account at present standing at £1,150, so Clan Finance Balance is £2,851.
There being no further business the Chairman was thanked and Fred MacAuley
of the Balnain Trust was asked to say a few words.

Mr. MgcAule_y expressed his pleasure at Clan Ewen Society being present at
Balnain and invited all to tour the House. He was thanked for his invitation and
&veryone had a most interesting and enjoyable visit to the Home of Highland

usic. '

e Eleanor McEwan Williamson



"THE LAST CHIEF"

Y HEART is as heavy as the blade of a claymore. Night fires burn, but their

amber glow throws no heat. | feela chill, but not of age, but apprehension.
Tomorrow | must seal the fate of all my Clansman for | will resign the Barony of
Otter to the Campbells. The future will see me as a quitter without cause. Records
for my actions will be kept in dark places, places dark and cold like my heart is
now. | mourn not the loss of Otter for my own sake. My time is near at hand to
make settlement with God, but my Clansmen will suffer and be scattered about.
The ramparts will fall into decay and ruin by time. Will the Clan somehow rise
again after my passing? Will they find strength and unity without a chief? | pray
to my God that will come to pass.
As | look at the stars | see an endless universe. The seeds of the Clan have
been planted with season. May those seeds prosper and scatter over the earth.
My grave marker won't weather the time, but my deed of resignation will be duly
noted. Perhaps some day someone will know the pain | feel and say to himself,
"Rest Sween MacEwen, rest at last."

by Paul McEwan

WILLIAM McEWAN

BREWER, POLITICIAN AND PHILANTHROPIST

WILLIAM McEWAN was born in the famous brewing town of Alloa in 1827.
His association with the trade must have started early, as his father was a
local ship owner and his consignments must have included many a hogshead of
Alloa ale. His sister had also married into a famous Alloa brewing family, the
Youngers.
William started work briefly in Alloa, Glasgow and Huddersfield, before settling in
Edinburgh in 1851. He started to leamn his trade at "Jeffrey's" Heriot Brewery in
the Grassmarket area. After five years and with the financial help of his Younger
in-laws, William left to establish his own brewery on the west side of Edinburgh.
Situated at Fountainbridge, the Brewery was built and opened in the same year,
1856. The four wells sunk on the site, lay within what was called Edinburgh's
"Charmed Circle", a geological fault containing the purest of fresh water covered
by a thin layer of sandstone. The Caledonian Railway ran past the new buildings
and a rail siding was laid directly into the brewery making it easy for coal and
barley to be shipped in and the finished products shunted out.
The site was ideal for not only producing quality ale but also for market expan-
sion.
Unusually, amongst Scottish Brewers, there were initially no maltings at the Foun-
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tain Brewery, malt being purchased from outside suppliers. All expansion con-
centrated on brewing capacity and the Fountainbridge beers were exported to
every part of the British Empire and eventually to South America. By the 1880s
the Fountain Brewery covered some 12 acres and employed hundreds of work-
ers, exporting beers to overseas markets, hence the "Export” and "Pale India”
ales were born, with India, Australia, New Zealand and the West Indies becom-
ing the new expanding markets. McEwan's ales travelled well on long sea voy-
ages and kept their condition in hot climates. Fountain Brewery had become a
leading brewing concern.

A new Tartan marks the launch in 1856 of McEwan's Brewery.

EDINBURGH'S LORD PROVOST, Eric Milligan and his wife Janis, helped
launch a brand new tartan in the Capital last week.

They were modelling custom-made garments, sporting the new 1856 Tartan,
which has been created by the Scottish Brewers of McEwan's Ales to com-
memorate the year in which Fountainbridge Brewery was founded by William
McEwan.

The Lord and Lady Provost are pictured at the launch with Lieutenant Colonel
Alan Ewing, left of picture, and Charles Ewen, right, of the Clan Ewen Society
and John McKillen of the Scottish Tartan Society. The colours of the tartan were
customised to symbolise the life of William McEwan - navy blue, to reflect his
Scot's heritage and maritime adventures; dark green symbolising the original
bottles used to export McEwan's ales, scarlet and black which recalls the robe
and hood of the honorary degree given in recognition of his services to the Uni-

versity and light brown representing the brewer's ingredients, barley and mat.
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