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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

Failte
It seems like only yesterday since my wife, Irene, and myself, first went to

Otter - in Cowal, but 25 years have slipped by and Clan Ewen Society has
reached its Quarter Century Anniversary.

That meeting - in May 1977 - was the inaugural meeting of the newly
formed Society, but the weather did not welcome us. It is, perhaps be-
cause of this that we eventually opted for the first Saturday in June as the
date on which to hold our A.G.M. in Cowal.

| can remember sitting in our cars eating our picnic lunches, because of
the rain and incurring the wrath of the owners of the Otter Ferry Restau-
rant for occupying their car park for this purpose. Their ‘car park’ was just
a green sward in front of the restaurant which looked like common graz-
ing and after all, that was what we were doing, was it not? Anyway,
having chosen the 1st Saturday in June for subsequent A.G.M.s in Cowal,
we have always been fortunate with the weather.

As | glance through the pages of our Bulletins - back to Issue No. 1 -
November 1978 - | am reminded of many highlights of our progress over
the years.

Firstly - at that inaugural meeting at Otter, some 40 members attended
and, as we progressed, our membership built up gradually, to some 150
today, having peaked about the 225 mark in between.

| suppose the most important and memorable highlight was the erection
and dedication of the Memorial Cairn to “The McEwens of Otter” at the
site of Caisteal Eoghain in 1990. This was made possible by the gener-
osity of our members, both at home and abroad. |

It was to have been a joyous event but was tinged with great sadness due
to the sudden and untimely death of our most respected Chairman - Pe-
ter J. He had been devoted to this project and we were now denied the
honour of his unveiling this memorial.

Other notable events during the period were: Clan Ewen attended three
“International Gatherings of the Clans” in Edinburgh - 1981: Glasgow -
1985, and Inverness - 1989.

| shall never forget Inverness. The Gathering was held in the Ice Rink
where a wooden floor had been put down on top of the ice and the cold
was intense. Imagine having to attend at a Booth for a week in those

—
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conditions.

For reasons into which | shall not go, no subsequent “Gathering of the
Clans” has been held.

Over the years we have had many enjoyable meetings, A.G.M.s and Ex-
cursions including, strangely enough, attending Annual Dances held by
Clan Campbell.

Nowadays our most exciting project is to establish a Chief for Clan Ewen
and this is presently on-going. | only hope that our members will give as
generously for this as they did for the Cairn at the Castle.

As we go to Press | have received very sad news. One of our long serv-
ing members - John McEwen of Coatbridge - has died this week. John’s
wife, Betty, was for some time Editor of our Bulletin. Our heartfelt sympa-
thies go out to Betty and her family at this time of their great loss.

Alan Ewing

Congratulalions

John and Rachel McEwen are pleased to announce
the birth of their daughter, Susanna Alice Islay, at
Edinburgh, on February 18% 2002

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY/

SATURDAY 1t JUNE 2002

A.G.M. in Royal Marine Hotel, Hunters Quay. Commence 1330hrs This
being our 25" Anniversary, please try to attend Friday p.m. until Sunday.

SATURDAY 25™ AUG 2002
Final date for any articles which you wish to have included in the Autumn
Bulletin.

SATURDAY 7™ SEPT 2002
Committee Meeting in Perth. Venue to be decided.
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We have published dates of Committee Meetings in order to give Soci
Members an opportunity to have any items, which they wish to raise
added to the Agenda. ;

If you have any strong views or comments as to the running of your Sogi-
ety, now is your chance. In this event, please send your contribution to
Eleanor, your Vice-Chairman & Secretary.

Secretary’s Report

JJ"%
A Committee meeting was held at the Piping Centre in Glasgow on 25"

February with good attendance. Here is a summary of the Minutes of this
meeting.-

1. There were discussions on research into crests, clans and the
Muckly connection and a sub-committee was elected to pursue the mat-
ter of Bearer of Arms. Our Chairman now has a list of armigerous
McEwans from Sir Crispin Agnew.

2 We are happy to report that Jill Young from Michigan is coming to
Scotland at the end of March and will set up a new web site for us while
she is here. We are pleased to know that Janet and Colin McEwen, from
New Zealand, who came to our AGM last year, are eager and willing to
recruit new members in New Zealand.

3 The Treasurer reported that the total funds of the Clan are down
and several accounts have to be paid. Annual subs are not being paid
promptly and a reminder of payment of dues would be sent out. Proce-
dures with the Lyon Court are costly. lain also pointed out that we are
losing funds through the changing of dollars into sterling and bank charges.

4.  Arrangements for the AGM at The Royal Marine Hotel were well
under way and Jim McEwen gave an update of the format of the celebra-
tions for this, our 25" Anniversary

5. Congratulations to John and Rachel on the birth of their baby
daughter — a card was sent from the Clan.

6.  Next meeting 1st Saturday in September in Perth.
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Note from the Treasurer - It is proposed that, at the forthcoming AGM,
subscriptions should be reviewed with special reference to overseas

present currency exchange rates.

Society Manager’s
Report

Dear friends, as we prepare for this
special celebration we must look
back on the disaster of last year.
Foot and mouth disease put paid
to many of your travel arrange-
ments and | know many of you
were in two minds as to whether it
would have been safe for you to
travel to Scotland, but | have it on
good authority from the brave
members from New Zealand and
America who made the journey,
that the only inconvenience that
they suffered was having to drive
over an impregnated mat on the
road over to the Isle of Skye and a
bucket to dip your shoes in at the
doorway of the Kilfinan Hotel.

This year sees the plans well
ahead, hotel and entertainment
are booked and letters sent out to
guest speakers and all we need
now is your presence. We will have
many wonderful prizes at the raf-
fle this year and it was the deci-
sion of the Clan Council to pur-
chase a framed, hand embroi-
dered Clan Crest & motto along
with a brief history of the Clan done

in calligraphy. This will be one of
the items to be auctioned at the
gathering and | know Barbara and
| will be putting in a serious bid to
capture this treasure. Serious bids
from those of you who cannot man-
age to be there will be accepted
on confirmation of your fully paid
up membership.

The bookings for the hotel have
been coming in steadily so | urge
you to book as early as you can to
avoid disappointment.

During the winter | made several
visits to the International Trade
Fair in Glasgow and we will now
be carrying a selection of new
items in our clan stock. | hope
these meet with your approval. To
view some of the items of stock
that we carry please log into our
new personal web pageon .. ...
www.clanewensociety.org

Other items that Barbara and |
viewed at the Fair and can be or-
dered is McEwen carpet, have your
lounge, dining room or bedroom
carpeted wall to wall in your own
traditional tartan. A minimum of
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30 sq metres must be purchased
but if that were with one or two
members this would be perfectly
possible. This would be purchased
through the clan from one of our
stockists in Scotland.

| became the proud owner of a tra-
ditional Glasgow Basket Hilt sword
at Christmas and | would recom-
mend to any member wishing to
purchase a traditional weapon be
it broadsword, claymore, dirk,
halberg etc etc who later might
wish to form part of a clan re-en-
actment society, to liaise with me
on this subject.

Half price tickets for the ferry cross-
ing to Dunoon can be purchased
from the Dunoon Observer Shop
by post on receipt of full payment
in Sterling and a stamped ad-
dressed envelope. Their e-mail
address is info@dunoon-
observer.co.uk and their mailing
address is Dunoon Observer
Shop, 219 Argyll Street, Dunoon,
Argyll, PA23 7NS, Scotland. Their
web page is www.dunoon-
observer.co.uk

Whilst most of the week-end en-
tertainment has been arranged we
do still leave some time for those
of you who may be musically
skilled, can recite poetry, tell sto-
ries about your life, country or
whatever, or indeed if you wish to
bring friends along with you to the

gathering who are talented along
these lines, please do so. 4
A full review of the programme wil|
be available on arrival at the hotel
and as usual, we will be asking you
on the Saturday evening how to
improve future gatherings.

| would like to thank all our friends
listed below for their tremendous
support and help with our raffle at
last year’s gathering and hope that
we might be able to call upon them
this year for a further donation.

| look forward to seeing as many
of you at this year’s gathering and
ifl canbe of any assistance please
do not hesitate to contact me.

Yours aye,
Jim McEwen

Caithness Glass

Kirkintilloch Pipe Band

Ingles Buchan

T J. Mathews

David McDade & Co.

Glenturret Distiller

Gaelic Themes

Loch Katrine

Dewars

Britannia

Bruichladdich

Woollen Mill

Royal Marine Hotel,
Dunoon

Page 716



NEW MEMBERS

The Chairman, on behalf of the Members
of the Committee, welcomes the following
new members who have joined since our
last publication:-

Mrs J A Ferguson,

2 Mantles Green Cottages, School Lane, Amersham, HP7 OEJ

Mr H E Ewen, ‘Branxholme’,

31 Muirfield Park, Gullane, East Lothian, EH31 2DY

Mr Colin MacEwan,

‘Lyndale’, Holt Road, North ElImham, Dereham, Norfolk, NR20 5JS
Mr David McEwen Band,

7 Hume Drive, Kylepark, Uddingston, G71 7DW

Mr David M McEwen,

25 Farnham Drive, Richmond, Nelson, New Zealand

Mrs Kelsey McEwen Alexander,
6636 North Pinewood Drive, Parker, CO 801 34, U.S.A.

A Journey along the West Highland Way

The 95 mile West Highland Way was opened in 1980 as Scotland’s first
official long distance footpath. Despite several other such routes having
been opened since then, it remains by far the most popular, and provides
a great opportunity to see a broad cross section of Scotland’s scenery at
a leisurely pace over (usually) about one week of walking. It is generally
done from south to north — starting at Milngavie on the northern outskirts
of Glasgow, and progressing through increasingly spectacular views (when
its not misty and raining!) to pass by Britain’s highest mountain — Ben
Nevis, 4,406ft., 1,344m, - and finish at Fort William. With a wide selection
of accommodation along the route it is not necessary to carry full camp-
ing gear, though many people do. Indeed, there is now a service avail-
able to transport your luggage from one night’s stopping point to the next
—leaving you just to carry lightweight daypack requirements. If you might
be feeling tempted........... , have a look at the website www.west-high-
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I_Mng._Qp_u_k - I'd done the walk in 1986 — very end September / very
beginning October. Fabulous weather throughout — amazingly. In my
opinion, though, the latter part of May would probably be the best time of
year, taking a whole range of factors into account.

Fast forward to 2001. Now a member of a hill running club, | was looking
forward to a season of runs taking in a selection of Scotland’s hills and
mountains at a not too onerous pace. Good to cover a bit of distance, but
take time to enjoy the views. All went to plan until late February, all of
three weeks into the “running year”, when Foot and Mouth (F&M) dis-
ease hit the farming community and almost all the non urban countryside
was immediately declared closed and strictly out of bounds. Hill running,
and indeed almost all running off road, was immediately suspended for
an indefinite duration. | wondered how to spend the time that | had ear-
marked for such activities.

I had another look at my running club newsletter for December 2000 and
read, rather more closely, an article by Jamie Thin on the West Highland
Way Race 2000. Wow! | did know that a few hardy souls had been
running the length of the WHW off their own initiative, but it seems that
there had been an actual annual race since about 1990. Then | recalled
that Kate Jenkins had also written about the event — so dug back through
the back issues to June 2000. “Euphoria, Distress and Premature Age-
ing” headed her contribution. Golly! Both articles seemed to portray
hours of unmitigated suffering with brief glimpses of unmitigated eupho-
ria. The longest race | had ever done was the cross-country 2 Breweries
hill race, 18 miles, and that had been seriously uncomfortable in the latter
stages. This WHW race was 95 miles ....... In a roundabout way | started
making enquiries. Different ball game. Different pace. Just shuffle along
at a bit more than walking speed. 4mph is a good walking speed — not
even a run really. 4 times 24 equals 96 — should be possible to walk the
distance in 24 hours. Run a bit, walk a bit, rest a bit ... average 4mph.
Not a lot to ask. Hmmm.

| spoke to Bruce Canadian Club Hall, a running colleague who had also
completed the WHW Race in 2000. He and Jamie had both finished in
about 24%. hours. But hold it — Jamie is an international class athlete,
and Bruce runs marathons sub 2hrs 45m. I’'m nowhere near that, and
have never run a marathon. “Go for it”, Bruce said; “you can do it”. So |
contacted Dario, the WHW Race organiser, pored over the WHW race
website and map, and upped my mileage to about 60-70 a week. Almost
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all on road, due to F&M. First ‘training run’ of any real length was the 26
miles round Loch Rannoch on 3 April. That went fine. Parts of the WHW
started to re-open from the F&M restrictions. | ran the last stretch of the
route (Kingshouse to Fort William, 24 miles) — fine. Then Rowardennan
to Beinglas and back again (27 miles) - fine. Bridge of Orchy to Fort
William. Phew! Too big a bite to chew off, 35 miles, and that's only a third
of the distance...... | was now doing just over 100 miles a week and
starting to not enjoy it; looking forward to the one day a week off. Why
am | doing this if I'm not enjoying it? | cut back down to about 60-70 a
week and immediately felt fresher. Taper down in the last 3 weeks. Speak
to friends who aren’t really into running —“You’re mad, don’t be so stupid”.
Speak to those who have done it, and others who undertake similar ad-
ventures —“Go for it, it's incredible”. | spent more time gleaning positivity
from the latter group; and almost craved positivity. It came from many
sources around the world. Thank you to the person who invented email!

01.00 hrs, 23 June, saw Jo (my wife, and lead supporter) and | arrive at
Milngavie Railway Station. The car park bustling with people who all
seemed to know each other, armed with professionally kitted out combies
and transit vans; micro sized burn bags; stretching and warm ups. | felt
very humble. What am | doing here amongst this crowd of “profession-
als”? The handout ‘goodie’ bag included WHW Race t-shirt. Grey for
those doing the event, orange for supporters. | put on my club running
vest, which reminded me that | was here for business — not just another
training run. Pinned on my number, 25, same as my house number.
Should be able to remember that. Shook hands with someone called lan,
from Troon. He'd done 22% hours last year. Crumbs! Two hours faster
than Jamie and Bruce. Better not try and keep up with him or I'll soon
blow up. Think positive, remember all the advice soaked in from those
who'’ve done it.

02.00 hrs. Bang. We were off, trotting leisurely beside Allander Water in
the darkness. Head torches bouncing up and down; most folk lost in their
own thoughts. Lots of people in front of me. A few behind. Folk in front
stopped. “...., we're lost, | think it's over there”. We ran across a golf
course, only 8 of us now, then through Allander Water. Someone fell in. |
look up. 5 had gone. 3 left. lan (Troon) thought he knew the way. 10
minutes later we were back on track. We caught up with the back mark-
ers shortly before Carbeth. Not an auspicious start at all, but | hadn’t
fallen into the river, | was feeling great and it was just starting to get light.
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GATHERING OUTSIQE KILFINAN CHURCH







