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As we go to press | am reminded
of the dreadful toll of lives, perpe-
trated by Osama Bin Laden and his
cohorts, in Manhattan, Washington
and Pittsburg. These were deliber-
ate acts of death and destruction
carried out on innocent citizens of
America, and many more world-
wide nationals many of whom were
British working in New York. | should
like to convey, on behalf of this
Society, the heartfelt sympathies of
all members, and our most sincere
condolences to those who have
lost loved ones.

Ireceived an invitation from Joseph
Ewing Jr., Chancellor of ‘Clan Ew-
ing in America’ to dine with him
and his party in Glasgow. Some
eighteen members of his Clan So-
ciety were to come across the At-
lantic to spend a week visiting
places of interest pertinent to their
Society. We had a most enjoyable
meal and entertaining evening but
unfortunately as they had a very
early start the following morning we
ran out of time and | was not called
upon to talk to them about Clan
Ewen and also a history of the
Ewings in the west of Scotland.

Joe, who is also a member of our
Society, had previously visited the
site of MeEwen’s castle prior to,
and once after, the memorial cairn
was built. The party was to visit the
McEwen Castle site the following
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SATURDAY 19th JAN.
Final date for any articles

which you wish to have in-
cluded in the Spring Bulletin.

SATU
Committee Meeting, Piping

Centre, Glasgow, Commence
1300 hrs.

SATURDAY 1st JUNE 2002
A.G.M. in Royal Marine Ho-

tel, Hunters Quay. Commence
1330 hrs. This being our 25th
Anniversay, please try to at-

tend Friday p.m. until Sunday.
SATURDAY 25th Aug. 2002

Final date for any articles
which you wish to have in-
cluded in the Autumn Bulletin.

SATURDAY 7th 3 2

Committee meeting Perth.
Venue still to be decided.

We have published dates of
committee meetings in order to
give Society Members an op-
portunity to have any items,
which they wish to raise,
added to the agenda.

If you have any strong views
or comments as to the running
of your Society, now is your
chance. In this event, please
send your contribution to

Eleanor, your Vice-Chairman
& Secy.




morning - hence the early start!

Their main area of interest was to
be Stirling and westward towards
Loch Lomond and beyond. The
reason for the interest in this terri-
tory is that “William of Stirling” is
thought to have come from the
Logie area west of Stirling. “Wil-
liam of Stirling” is considered to be
the progenitor of their society in that
his sons settled in Northern Ireland
and many of their descendants
went to America in the early eight-
eenth century. The surname of this
family, strangely enough, was Ew-
ing.

You will, no doubt, have noted the
new format of your Bulletin. This
has been done, with considerable
help from Anne of “Fast Printing”,
the company which prints your
Bulletin. The idea was to try to bring
the magazine more up-to-date, add
a bit of colour, and try to make it
more interesting. The colour is per-
haps not quite right yet, but as this
is the first attempt | hope that you
can bear with us for the future

You may also have noted some
changes in the list of Office Bear-
ers, viz. we have a new E-mail cor-
respondent in the form of Rachel
McEwen, and a very pleasant form
itis. Colin has asked to stand down
from Editorship as he finds it diffi-
cult to attend committee meetings,
living as he does near Liverpool.
However we are not losing Colin
entirely. He has accepted the po-
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sition of Sub Editor and | am sure
that he will be able to give Sidnie
Terry, our new Editor, considerable
help. At this juncture, | should like
to thank Colin for his work as Edi-
tor. This has not been an easy job,
particularly that aspect of which
was trying to persuade members
to send in articles for inclusion in
the ‘Bulletin’. This has been with
limited effect. Perhaps the problem
was that, over the years, Colin, him-
self, had submitted a goodly
number of interesting articles so
that members hesitated to send
their own “copy”.

Please let us know what you think
of the new format, or how you see
the development of the ‘Bulletin’.

Finally we are halfway through
October now and the year-end ap-
proaches fast, so let me wish you
all a jolly and Merry Christmas and
a happy and more peaceful New
Year than this one has been.

Alan Ewing
P.S.

We have a new appointment which
was too late to be printed on the
list of Office Bearers, viz. Youth
Development Officer:-

David McEwan,
35d Clouden Road,
Kildrum, Cumbernauld
Glasgow, G67 2EW.
Tel: 01236 612913.

David also assists Murdo in the
Geneological Department.
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ANNUAL GATHERING 2001

Dear Friends: Well, another gathering has passed by and what a mar. 'E;. _
vellous time we all had. We had our usual mixed Scottish weather but

nothing that Mother Nature could throw at us deterred our spirit and en-
joyment.

As ever, our hosts for the weekend, the Management & Staff of the Royal
Marine Hotel, bent over backwards and offered us their hospitality and |
am eternally grateful to the owners, Shirley & Martin Greig and to their
New manager, Paul Colquhoun, for all their help and assistance during
our stay with them.
I should also like to add my own personal thanks to those brave over-
seas visitors who, despite the nonsense reported by foreign govern-
ments on foot and mouth disease, made the trip to this year’s gathering.
My respect goes to Janet and Colin McEwan from North Island, New
Zealand (the home of the big trout) and Mike Noftsger from the good old
USA. Not only did Colin and Janet attend the gathering but they also
entertained us with Maori poems and prayers (hope to see you guys
again soon).
Mike very kindly enlightened us as to his employment in a period village
where he, in his 19th century clothing, shows how items of that period
were made. Kind thanks go to Mike for donating a book on this subject to
the Clan. | was assured by these goodly people that our Clan interests
will be actively advertised and pursued in their own homelands. | hope
Mike remembers to bring some of his musician friends back home to
Scotland for one of our future gatherings. Keep up the good work Mike.
On our first day, the Friday, we arrived to sunny but windy conditions and
after settling into our rooms, we had the opportunity to meet with fellow
clans people and meet up with friends old and new and after a marvel-
lous meal we adjourned to the Blue Room lounge where we held our first
ever Quiz night, yours truly being the Quiz Master. Well, what fun we
had. We concentrated on all aspects of Scotland and what interesting
answers we got back in return. | must say at this point that many of the
questions in the Scottish Quiz Book would have taken Mensa members
to task but our brave Quiz teams plodded on and at the end of the night
our winning team, Mike’s Marauders led by team captain Mike Noftsger
ably assisted by Sir John and Lady McEwen and last but by no means
least, a lady who aspires to be one of our next Miss Clan Ewen winners
to make this a family hat trick, Betty McEwan. The grand prize of a bottle
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of UisgeBeatha (whisky) was ably presented by my wife Barbara.

Our main day on the Saturday was met with mixed conditions. A chance
to walk into Dunoon during the sunshine and showers, a swat at the
midgies or if you wished a paddle in the sea and then on to purchase
some of the local delights in the busy shopping area of Argyle Street.

In the afternoon we held the formal part of our gathering. This gave us all
the opportunity to hear from the respective Clan Council Committee
Members their yearly update from their offices. It also gave the body of
the meeting a chance to ask questions of the Clan Council, propose
new changes and at the end of the meeting the power to select a council
to further the Clan for the year ahead.

During the afternoon we held the first of our Clan raffles with prizes in
excess of £300 sterling. We received a very generous donation from our
Vice-Chairperson/Secretary, Eleanor, of a watercolour of Kilfinan Bay
but we decided to retain this for auction later in the evening.

To conclude our afternoon, we had our fellow council member, Duncan
McEwan, showing us his, as always, stunning pictures of the Lochaber
area and with a musical background and narration carried out by him-
self, Duncan led us on a pictorial grand tour of our native land.

This, Ladies and Gentlemen, has always been the highlight of my Clan
gathering and | should like personally to thank Duncan and in the years
to come hope that he will continue to enlighten us to the views which
many of us never get the chance to see.

Our evening events started early this year and after a sumptuous tradi-
tional Scottish menu specially laid on for our gathering, we were hon-
oured by a Civic Reception laid on by Argyll & Bute Council and during
this reception our Clan Chairman, Lt. Col. Alan Ewing presented our
Clan shield to Mr. Dick Walsh ably assisted by 2 of his fellow councillors,
Mr. Jim McQueen and Mr. Gordon Mclnver in return for the presentation
of their shield to us last year.

I am assured by Argyll & Bute Council that our interests in pursuing
Clan events on the Cowal will be met favourably and | would hope to see
Clan Ewen partake in other gatherings and events on the Cowal through-
outthe year and not merely at our own gathering. This | propose to take
up at Council level.

No events ever run smoothly and this year for us was no exception. The
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reluctance of the band used previously to accept the offer to play for

was more than suitably overcome by the hotel manager, Paul, finding us

a replacement in the Alastair McPhail band. All of those attending could
only but praise the evening’s musical accompaniment to our dancing.

The half way event of the evening was our 2nd ever Miss Clan Ewen
Contest and as usual a beautiful group of ladies entertained us with their
charms, good looks and personality and a panel consisting of Sir John,
Lt. Col. A. Ewing and Councillor Walsh judged this competition and after
much deliberation chose the 2001 winner to be Mrs. Martha McEwan.
As ever our winner was presented with a McEwen tartan sash and a
bottle of champagne and crowned with a tiara (next year she goes on to
represent Scotland in Miss World in Kuala Lumpur).

Our second raffle of the evening was held and my wife and | were privi-
leged to win some of the prizes. Our watercolour painting was auctioned
and the successful buyer was none other than Lt. Col. Ewing paying in
excess of the money it took to purchase a Van Gough at Christy’s in
London earlier that week.

| do so hope that we can call upon Eleanor again to supply us with a
donation for future raffles. This applies to all other Clan members whose
skills and craftsmanship are as yet untapped. Following on we had one
of our new Clan Council Members, Mr. David McEwan, sing to his own
guitar accompaniment, a song he personally composed - “Children of
the Mist”. The song quite aptly describes our Clan’s past and during its
verses it depicts that which our ancestors suffered only to rise at a later
time to a brighter and better future.

The latter part of our ceilidh carried on to the wee hours of the morning
when we all retired happy and foot weary.

A photograph of those present over the weekend will be displayed in
the Spring edition of the bulletin.

Sunday morning saw us rise early to a bright sunny day and after break-
fast we hurriedly packed to make our way up the Cowal and across look-
ing down to the Kyles of Bute and northward to our ancestral home north
of Kilfinan. At the local parish Church of Scotland we were greeted by
the Rev. David Kellas who welcomed us to his parish and invited us to
join in morning service with his local congregation. Our Clan banner was
paraded to the chancel and a blessing was conducted by the Minister.
How nice it was to be back in the lands that our ancestors had and we
enjoyed the service and music accompaniment of a solo violinist. It is not
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in every Scottish church that you see a West Highland Terrier wander

around during the service, waiting to be petted by the members of the
congregation.

Following the service and the taking of many photographs we adjourned
to enjoy the hospitality of the new manager of the Kilfinan Hotel, Mr.
Stephen Brathy. Unfortunately the opportunity to walk out to the cairn
was not available to us due to the restrictions of foot andmouth. It should
be well noted that on the date of writing this article no outbreaks of foot
and mouth, apart from those around the Scotland/England border, have
ever occurred, today being the 12th week since the outbreak started.
The tea/coffee & biscuits provided free of charge by Stephen and his
staff brought our weekend to a close and after many sad farewells we all

parted and hopefully looking forward to gathering again next year at our
25th anniversary.

Ladies & Gentlemen - It has always been my intention to plan our gath-
erings around your interests but | cannot do this without your thoughts
and suggestions and | know, despite me having asked in previous Bulle-
tins, it has fallen yet again on deaf ears. Please help me make next
year’s special event the best ever.

I am very kindly informed by Mrs. Shirley Greig, owner of the Royal Ma-
rine Hotel, that the prices for next year will be kept at this year’s rates.

I look forward to this winter’s trade fair show in order that Barbara and |
may look to purchase new goods for sale through the clan but this
shouldn’t hinder or deter you from purchasing a range of goods for this
Christmas and that every item purchased will assist us in buying more
and new stock for the year to come.

"ORDER EARL( FOR CHRISTMAS”,

New items available this autumn include authentic Celtic targes in many
designs (the highland shield), claymores and broadswords to accom-
pany them. Prices on request and who knows, maybe one day we will be
able to support our own re-enactment battle society. It is in all our inter-
ests to self generate and make this clan bigger and better and through
the offices of our new Youth Development Officer, Mr. David McEwan,
our youth should be encouraged to play its part.

Only two weeks ago we celebrated the marriage of our eldest daughter
Elaine to her fiance Corporal Brian Russell and | hope it won’t be too
long before we can add our second generation to the clan membership.
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To conclude, Barbara and | would like to wish all our members and fami-
lies a very merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

MEETINGS#s v

COMMITTEE MEETING

THE PIPING CENTRE, GLASGOW

on SATURDAY 21st APRIL 2001 at 2 p.m
SEDERUNT: Alan Ewing, Eleanor Williamson, lain McEwan, Malcolm McE-
wan, Murdo McEwan, Charles Ewan, Jim & Barbara McEwen and Co-opted
member, David McEwen.

APOLOGIES: Duncan McEwan and co-opted member Sid Terry.

CHAIRMAN'S REMARKS: Alan welcomed David and Sidnie to the com-
mittee. He outlined his latest research into procedures with the Lyon Court

and has asked Sir Crispin Agnew to furnish us with a list of armigerous
McEwans, and is awaiting his reply.
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING had been distributed and read. Some

members said they should be available as soon after the meeting as possible.
The Secretary explained the extra expense this would involve as Agendas
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and Minutes were posted at the same time. However, it was arranged to
send out sooner.

BUSINESS ARISING: Charles brought up the subject of Clan Ewen USA
and read letter from Rob pointing out lack of communication between the
two societies. This has to be resolved. The Secretary and Chairman were

requested to write to Forest B. Ewen and Robin Ewen and bring back results
to the Committee.

TREASURER'’S UP-DATE: Current Account at present £2 008. Chief’s
Account (now in 30 day) £1,397. A new Auditor has to be appointed and

Malcolm suggested a colleague who is an Accountant. He was requested to
follow this up.

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY: Malcolm passed round new Membership Form
and also copies of suggested letter to be sent out to members who have not
renewed subscriptions as a reminder to encourage lapsed members. Also a
letter to be sent to propective Clan members. Considerable discussion took
place over the wording of these letters.

SALES & MERCHANDISE: Jim gave an outline on his arrangements for
the A.G.M. at the Royal Marine. He had been down and had great co-
operation from Mr. Greig. Programme roughly is as follows:-

Friday Evening Winnie Ewing Talk & Films
Saturday: 1 pm Start of AG.M.  Dinner
4-5pm Slides - Duncan McEwan

7 pm Civic Reception - Argyll & Bute
Everyone welcome

8 pm Ceilidh & Dance - Miss Clan Ewen
Band: David Black - Finish 1 am

Sunday: 12o0'clock Service at Kilfinan Church with
Kirkin’ o’ the Tartan
Jim had also visited the Kilfinan Hotel which is under new management and
was given a very friendly welcome and an offer of refreshments after the
Service.
A considerable amount of stock is still at Kilfinan so some of this may have to
be taken over to the Royal Marine.
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