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As we start our new financial year, | look back with pleasure on our
achievements during the last twelve months.

We have attracted a goodly number of new members. We have a
new Treasurer - lain McEwan who replaces Charlie. We now have
a new Buyer - Jim McEwen who replaces Ron Ewing and Sidnie
Sherriffs who takes over from Gudrun who resigned the Member-
ship Secretary’s post. Sidnie’s antecedents were originally Ewings
and more recently became Ewens sometime in the mid 19th cen-
tury, presumably by an error of spelling by some Registrar of Births,
Marriages, and Deaths, and, for some reason, this error was not
corrected by the family at the time. We had a very successful A.G.M.
at Kilfinan in June, with a record turnout - whole families descend-
ing upon us from various quarters of the Globe - New Zealand,
U.S.A., etc.

It was gratifying to find that many more members contributed to the
general discussions than previously, which made the A.G.M. much
more interesting and worthwhile. As you will learn later, Jim set out
his stall with a greater variety of items for sale than heretofore, and,
with the result that the “shop” had a record turnover.

We were honoured by the attendance of Sir John McEwen and
Rachel, his fiancee, both of whom enjoyed their sojourn with us.

Due to the large turnout of members at this year's A.G.M., and the
fact that the accommodation at Kilfinan is insufficient, your commit-
tee has decided to hold the next A.G.M. in the town of Dunoon,
which is on the Cowal Peninsula as is Kilfinan.

We have made special arrangements with the Royal Marine Hotel,
Hunters Quay, Dunoon, PA23 8HJ, U.K - Telephone Number: 01369
705810, whereby Mrs. Greig, the owner, is prepared to accord, to
Clan Members, a special rate of £45.00, Dinner, Bed, and Break-
fast, for a single night, per person, and £80.00 D.B. and B. for 2
nights per person. Members must make their own arrangement for
accommodation.
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The nights in question are Friday June 2nd 2000, and Saturday
June 3rd 2000. The A.G.M. will take place on Saturday afternoon,
as usual with a Ceilidh in the evening. As there is no accommoda-
tion available for Sunday night, members will be obliged to vacgtg
their rooms by mid-day Sunday 4th June and go to Kilfinan to visit
the Castle site, if they so wish.

Hoping for a record attendance in the first year of the New Millen-
nium.

| send my best wishes, albeit somewhat early but nonetheless §in-
cere, to all members of our Clan Society, for a very happy Christ-
mas and a happy New Year.

Nollaig math is Bliadhna mhath Ur.
Alan Ewing

CLAN EWEN SOCIETY AGM & GATHERING

THE MEETING was held on Saturday, 5th June, 1999 in Kilfinan
Community Hall at 1.30 p.m.

Chairman Alan Ewing welcomed all members and friends and as
there was a very large number present each person was asked to
introduce themselves and to say where they were from. Greetings
were then extended to all overseas members and Sir John McEwen
of Marchmont and Barbrochat and his fiancee were introduced to
the company.

Apologies were received from Mary Barnes, Ella McEwan and
David Newton. Minutes of previous A.G.M. were read, approved
and signed. A copy of the History Book now printed by Heron at
Queen'’s Crescent was displayed covered as before with tartan but
now with Clan Badge embossed on the cover.

The Secretary reported on her correspondence and the satisfying

result in new members. She reminded everyone to sign the Red
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Visitor's book and encouraged people to lift copies of back num-
bers of the Scots Magazine which the publishing department of
this magazine had very generously supplied for the meeting.

New Treasurer lain McEwan was introduced and gave his Finan-
cial Report - He also explained about the "Special Appeal" for the

Chief's Fund which has been headed by a donation from Paul in
the U.S.A.

Genealogist Murdo contributed a few words on his research,
showed a most intricate family tree and urged everyone to com-
plete their family ancestry if possible. Several of the overseas
members gave some interesting comments on their genealogy and
Charles Ewen gave advice on his use of the internet for his own
family connections.

Society Manager Jim McEwan explained about the new and var-
ied stock available at the Sales Table at the back of the Hall. There
were now over 40 items and that even fitting out a whole tartan
outfit was possible through the Clan and he urged members to
order now for the Millennium.

Raffle. As well as the prizes which had been selected for the Raf-
fle there were in addition some splendid items donated by mem-
bers. These included a beautiful clock, whisky, maple syrup, a
plate and a hand-made wooden box. Sincere thanks for these
articles was conveyed to all who had given so generously. The
raffle would be drawn after the meeting.

The meeting continued with the election of Office-Bearers and on
a motion put forward by Harry Davies and seconded by Robert and
approved unanimously the present Office-Bearers were re-elected.
As membership Secretary Gudrun had resigned. Sidnie Sherriffs
was elected in her place and new committee member Malcolm
McEwan was appointed to serve.

The meeting was closed with thanks to the Chair and refresh-
ments were served to be followed as usual with the walk to the
Cairn for those who wished to go. Later in the evening a very

enjoyable Ceilidh of music and dancing took place in the Kilfinan
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Hotel. Everyone entered into the spirit of the occasion and a rous-
ing evening was had by all.

Sunday, 6th June

A number of the Clan Ewen members attended the morning serv-
ice in Kilfinan Parish Church and were made welcome by the min-
ister, the Rev. Kellas. We would hope to make this an annual
event.

Eleanor Williamson

TO ALL MEMBERS AND SUPPORTERS OF
THE McEWEN CLAN

As you might already know, this is a crucial and exciting time in the
history of our illustrious Clan. We are writing to you partly to keep
you informed of developments and partly to ask you to consider
contributing to the process now underway.

In short the Clan needs a Chief. The Clan has, in fact needed a
Chief since the death of Swene McEwen in the 15th century, and
its subsequent scattering, but perhaps because of a strong collec-
tive sense of identity, the need has never been felt as pressing.
Until now.

It recently came to the attention of the Clan Society that the
MacLachlans were advertising for members of their society with an
announcement that McEwens were welcome to join, thus implying
that the McEwen Clan was merely a sept of the MacLachlans. Itis
true that some McEwens formed an alliance with some MacLachlans
at the time of the scattering but that certainly did not make the
entire Clan - connected with the ancient Royal House of Ireland,
bardic tradition and all - a sept; any more than it made the
MacLachlans a sept of the McEwens.

The Clan, however, was powerless to combat the offensive sug-
gestion, it transpired, because it had no Chief and was therefore
ineligible for membership of the Standing Council of Chiefs.
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It was, in effect, not a proper Clan. Something had to he done, and
is being done.

After much correspondence with the Lyon Court, the Clan Society
Is presently preparing to convene an ad hoc derbhfine which will,
we hope, result in our electing a Chief. Although we are, merely
setting the scene, as it were, we believe that an appropriate candi-
date has already presented himself and would prove eminently suit-
able as Chief.

The process, though, is complex and, not least because so few
lawyers are qualified to deal with it, expensive. We very much
hope that you will be able to lend whatever support you can to this
undertaking which will, we hope, prove once again the aptness of
our Clan motto -

Reviresco - We Shall Rise Again.

Please send any contributions made out to: The Clan Ewen Soci-
ety (Chiefship Fund) which would he gratefully received by, Lt.
Col. Alan Ewing, TD, The Clan Ewen Society, Balgowan, Seven
Sisters, Lenzie, Glasgow G66 3AW.

JULY 1, 1911 - AEROPLANE EXHIBITION
ENDS IN DISASTER

Copy of report for United East Lothian Agricultural Society from
The Advertiser of 7th July 1911. The Show and aeroplane flight
took place on 1st July 1911.

The aeroplane exhibition flights advertised to be given by Mr. W.
H. Ewen, Mus. Bac., principal of Lanark School of Flying, were
undoubtedly the chief popular attraction. Mr. Ewen, previous to
going to Glasgow, was organist of Haddington Parish Church and
while resident in the county town, he experimented secretly with
no attempt at flight but the spectators had a good opportunity of
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seeing what the monoplane was like. It was then pulled back and
again housed in the hangar.

Early in the afternoon - about 2 o’clock, the wind, which had been
blowing from the West, seemed to have died down and the mono-
plane was brought out for the flights. The crowds, augmented consid-
erably in the afternoon, stood thickly on the terrace and around the
_ ropes. Away the aeroplane went ata great
i speed, slanting towards the river, the in-
| tention apparently being to circle the Artil-
lery Park on the other side of the Tyne.
| When the necessary speed had been at-
| tained, the machine lifted from the ground
| and it rose to a height of about twenty feet.
| Just when crossing the river, the aeroplane
‘gave a quiver — the right plane went up
8 and the left down. Amid the terrified excla-

& 5| mations of the crowd, it dropped and in a
&%l second it was seen to turn a complete som-
¢ ersault in the field on the opposite side of
= the river. There was immediately a wild
! stampede to the bank, the common fear

william Hugh Ewen, ¢ 1912 was that the aviator would be found dead
and it was a great relief to see him appear from beneath the ma-
chine. A number of anglers, who had been fishing near the spot had
rushed to render assistance and lifting up the tail of the aeroplane
had allowed Mr. Ewen to extricate himself. Almost miraculously the
only injuries he had sustained were two scratches on his face, al-
though he was evidently dazed with the shock. In a few minutes,
however, he was busy superintending the removal of his machine.

The cause of the accident was a factor which had not been fore-
seen. The long row of high trees at the west side of the park shel-
tered the course for a qood distance out and made it appear as if
there was practically no wind at all. When the monoplane was cross-
ing the water, however, it was caught in a gust of wind which was

blowing with considerable force down the river. The aviator, not-
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withstanding adroitly managed to regain equilibrium as he reached
the other side, but the wheat growing in the field caught the front
wheels and stays. Had it been a grass park, the monoplane would
have ran along the ground and lifted, but its progress being sud-
denly stopped, it turned completely over. The propeller was
smashed to bits while the front of the chassis was badly dam-
aged. The right wing was ruined, but damage done to the left
wing can be repaired.

The aeroplane lay in an awkward position for removal, there be-
Ing no other road near the narrow footpath. The predicament was
solved, however, by getting a couple of pleasure boats brought
round from the Ford through the park on a lorry. Having been
launched and rowed across the water, the fore part of the aero-
plane was placed in one and the tail in another, the planes having
been previously detached. Carefully the boats were swung across
to the Amisfield bank and, on being unshipped, the machine was
carried on battens to the hangar. Flying was over for the day,
and, after being packed, the aeroplane was sent back by road to
Lanark. Mr Ewen was not the least daunted by the accident and
it is his intention shortly to attempt to fly across the Firth of Forth,
besides giving other exhibition flights.

FIGHT FOR HISTORY

"If you're fighting for your history against the march of time,
then the pen really is mightier than the sword".

A voice from America. If | was a campaign fund raiser | would
root for Sir John McEwen in his bid for the Chiefship. This isn’t a
sales pitch, but reality. Getting a Chief again will take time and
money. | wouldn’t ask others to donate to the Chiefship fund un-
less | did so myself. | gave a modest amount to the fund because

| wanted to see the return of a Chief after so many, many years.
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Anyone who read Sir John'’s letter in the last Bulletin should have
admired with respect his platform to be our Chief. He no more
than | wishes to be called a Sept member. He said he could make
no great claims for himself at the age of 33, but | see a bright
future for him as our Chief of the Clan if we give him that chance.
That chance could be achieved if Ewen Society members donated
to the Chiefship fund.

To young members of the Ewen Society | say this. If you are
fortunate enough to have members of your family who know its
history, by all means ask them questions on the matter. It was
family members who gave Alex Haley the family history for his
story “Roots”. He picked up that knowledge before they, them-
selves passed on. | used to be so dumb on the matter that anyone
who didn’t have the McEwan name wasn't actually a family mem-
ber. The many names in the Ewen Society prove just how wrong
| was. Many young members might ask themselves why should |
worry about that? Don’t wait like | did to get caught up in your
family history, for many of the answer-givers might be gone.

Article from Paul McEwan, American Correspondent

ROYAL MARINE HOTEL

A SIXTY-ROOMED hotel, which is the venue for the next A.G.M.
in the year 2000.

The size of the hotel and its facilities should be ample, to bring all
the Society together under the one roof.

Next year, for several well documented reasons we will be more
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