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Failte. 5yl
HE year 1999 is to be a memorable one for the Scots - on thre“'
counts. i

(1) Itis the last year of the present millennium.

(2) It is the year in which Scots regain their parliament, after an ab-

sence of 300 years.

(3) Finally, and most importantly, some Scots - The McEwens - start
the procedure to re-establish a Chief for the Clan after a gap of 500
years - half the millennium.

To this end your committee have selected Sir John McEwen of March-
mont and Bardrochat Bart as a suitable candidate for Chief. His “C.V.” is
included in this Bulletin.

The official way to achieve this is to form a Derbhfine of the clan, who
should meet to put forward the selected candidate to the Lord Lyon King
of Arms in Edinburgh, craving him to appoint the candidate as either
Chief or Commander of the Clan.

The members of the Derbhfine are:

(1) all armigerous members of the clan; i.e. those with a Scottish (but
not English) coat of arms - the eldest son is not a member of the
Derbhfine. Where there is a double barrelled name it is the last
name that designates the clan; e.g. Smith-McEwen is a member of
the clan, but McEwen-Smith is not; and;

(2) any landed member of the clan; i.e. a person owning at least a
small agricultural holding outwith the boundaries of any burgh (old
burgh boundaries); the owner of a house within a burgh is not a
member of a Derbhfine.

All of the foregoing plus more, will involve the Society in a great deal of
expense, as we will require to engage an advocate (of the Lyon Court)
whose fee, together with the expenses of advertising in the press, and a
multitude of other costs which have a habit of presenting themselves
“out of the blue” on activities such as this. It is thought that we may not
see any change out of £5,000. You will, no doubt, appreciate that the
Clan Society cannot finance this from its meagre coffers, and, therefore,
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The Annual General Meeting and Gathering of Clan
Ewen Society
will be held at 1.30 p.m.
on Saturday, 5th June, 1999
in the Kilfinan Hotel, Kilfinan, Argyll
with a walk to the Cairn after the meeting

Old Friends and New Members all welcome

Followed by

Clan Ceilidh

Saturday Evening, 5th June, 1999
A Ceilidh will be held in the Clan Room, Kilfinan at 9.00 p.m.

A warm welcome is extended to all. It is hoped that members
will give it their support and make this a most enjoyable
evening of light entertainment.

A small charge will be necessary to cover the cost of the
musicians.

Accommodation can be obtained at the following:

Hotels: Kilfinan Hotel, Kilfinan Tel. 01700 821201
Royal Hotel, Tighnabruaich Tel. 01700 811239
Guest Houses: Bed and Breakfast
Mrs. McKay, Kilfinan Tel. 01700 811397
Mrs. Alexander, Kames Tel. 01700 811218

"Arden Eden", Tighnabruaich Tel. 01700 811354
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of Arms for appointment as Chief. The society decided to approach me,
to ask whether | would consider being put forward. | was honoured to
hear such a request and, once Lt. Col Alan Ewing had appraised me of
the gravity of the situation, | felt urgently the desire to help put it right.

| am, thanks to the laws of heredity and the honour which was bestowed
in 1953 on my grandfather Jock (a long-serving Member of Parliament,
a poet and a countryman) Sir John McEwen, 5th Baronet of Marchmont
and Bardrochat. | succeeded my brother in 1983, he having succeeded
my father in 1980. Both of them had strongly imbued in me the spirit of
the Clan, the obligation to serve and the sense of the Clan as being, as
it were, in waiting: Reviresco.

My branch of the McEwens has been settled near Bardrochat, in Ayr-
shire, since at least the middle of the 17th century, and has long been
recognised, by Sir lain Moncreiffe of that ilk for example, and by Sir
Thomas Innes of Learney (in his The Tartans of the Clans and Families
of Scotland (1938) ), as being chiefly in spirit if not in detail. The present
occupant of the house at Bardrochat is my uncle Alexander, a well-
known folk-singing figure from the 1960s. My family have also made
significant contributions in modem times to the law, the arts (my uncle
Rory, who sang with Alexander, was also a famous artist; my uncle
John is the art critic for The Sunday Telegraph), to public life and to the
study of history.

Although | can make no great claims for myself (at 33 | have just inter-
rupted a journalistic career in London in order to embark on a Master’s
degree in Scottish literature at Glasgow University), | am fiercely proud
of my forebears, and their rich brew of accomplishment (which seems
so archetypally McEwen) and am determined to do whatever it takes to
preserve their memory as members of a Clan which has integrity and
genuine importance. It seems that those who are geographically clos-
est to the ancestral fountainhead can be among the most indifferent to
Its besmirching and if the Clan Society and | must search wide for sup-
port in our struggle 'to see off' the raiding party sent by that other clan,
then that is what we must do. This is not a trivial matter. Reviresco.

John McEwen

574



1914 D
Taken from the Flying Book, 1914 Edition

THE FLYING BOOK

EWEN, William Hugh, M.B., Aviator and aeronautical engineer; |
ated in music with honours at Edinburgh University, prominent
ganist and composer, in Scotland. Took up flyingin 1911 and qua
for brevet No 63 on Bleriot monoplane at the London Aerodrome, Hi

Deperdussin monoplane, flew Firth of Forth on same aeroplane, oper
flying school at the London Aerodrome, December 1911 and secu
the “Caudron” agency, 1912. Flew from Crotoy to Chatham, May, 19
on fast 45 h.p. Anzani Caudron monoplane; flew in the Daily Mail t
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This photograph shows just how flimsy the planes were in those days - and isn‘t the old truck
super?
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hai, December 1st. 1879; educated at Heriots College and Edinburgh
University.

Publications: Musical compositions; Recreations: Flying, billiards, golf.
tennis. Clubs: Royal Aero.

This article was written in The Scotsman many years after the event
took place on 31/8/11.

Fly the Forth and Pick Up the £500 Jackpot

HE ROAR of the crowd was drowned as the engine reached full

throttle. The helmeted figure at the controls waved a final farewell
as the craft launched into space. Ground and sky fell rapidly away as
he headed out towards that far
distant shore. When the ex-
hausted but exuberant figure
again stepped back on earth it
was another step forward for
mankind. William Hugh Ewen
had just flown from Portobello
to Kinghorn and back - the first
crossing of the Firth of Forth.

It was August 1911, and the
welcoming throng could not
have been more thrilled had
they been transported forward
70 years to witness the return
of a Space Shuttle or a moon
landing.

The young aviator had just pro-
pelled himself into the premier

league of pioneers who were

Grandfather in his R.A.F. uniform - Note the taking to and falling out of the

unlit cigarette in his hand, as if smoking was a B
‘good “ sign in those days, if only they'd Sky around Britain.
SO Following Bleriot's crossing of
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the Channel in 1909 and his capture of the £1,000 prize
country was astir as further carrots were dangled before
eyes. £1,000 was offered for a flight from Edinburgh to (
machine built and flown by a Scot. S

The proprietors of the Marine Gardens in Edinburgh put u’p
short hop over the Forth. A tidy sum of bawbees in those day

A
Edinburgh engineers working feverishly.

By February 1910, John Gibson of the Caledonia Motor &
in Leith Walk had built and sold three biplanes, but had little

Brothers Henry and Alfred of Alexanders Motors churned up _,
fields at Myreside in a Demoiselle type put together from an
stead and sailcloth. Alf did fly 20 yards but the reward was 27 s
his face.

Charles Hubbard whizzed around Portobello Park at a good rate'bf
till he pranged a park bench, breaking a wing. Undaunted, he tried
a few days later - and wrapped himself round the fence. :

William Foulis, a well-known motorist, preferred the wide beach
periment in a Bleriot type machine. _

George Wilson of the “Evening News” got off the ground at o;.j' to
go dizzily round and round Granton Gas Works when his controls I c C

It was not unknown for these intrepid birdmen to empty their pock
small change to give them an edge.

The field was left clear for Will Ewen. An unlikely candidate for ae

tic honours; he was a Bachelor of Music and a church organist i _ k
gow and Haddington. i

v e
s ratine

Learning to fly at Hendon, he paid Bleriot £32 for tuition pl :
posit towards breakages. Was Bleriot a pessimist or just a rea[ '

was able to claim back his deposit and become the first S otsman {«
hold a pilot’s licence. 3

He arrived at the Marine Gardens in July 1911 with a Frer ,ﬂf@”
dussin monoplane of 2814ft wingspan and 28 h.p. engine. Sceptic and
impatient crowds were kept in suspense for a month beforajg\g ' %
weather on August 30 got him up buzzing over Duddingston and Cr '
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gentinny for 20 minutes until gusts sweeping around Arthurs Scat put
him down on Northfield Farm. Farmer Graham returned him ignomini-
ously on a horse and cart to his now wildly enthusiastic fans awaiting
the main event of the day. They were not disappointed. The wind died
down and it was all systems go. Dressed in black oilskins, Ewen non-
chalantly flicked his cigarette away and climbed aboard. At 7 p.m. he
had lift-off and clearing the boundary fence, set course east of Inchkeith.

He later reported having a "tricky five minutes” when air currents rocked
his aircraft near Kinghorn. Leaving the Fife coast, he felt comforted at
the sight of trawlers 1000 feet below. Swooping over the scenic railway
into the Marine Gardens, a gust heeled him over, sending petticoats,
flowered hats and bloaters flying. He pulled up over the shrieking crowd
to land at Craigentinny. The 12 mile flight had lasted ten minutes.

Willing hands wheeled the conquering hero back along the read for a
triumphant march round the gardens with the resident Pierrots and mili-
tary band.

Ewen remained a firm favourite of the Edinburgh crowd. Setting up a
flying school at Lanark, flew from there to Gorgie in November, complet-
ing the 30 miles in 35 minutes. It put him on the front page of the maga-
zine “Flight” and was described as a “remarkable feat for man and ma-
chine”.

In 1912 he was back again giving displays at Portobello. Flags flew
from the roof of PT's (latterly Arnotts) and Maule’s (now Frasers) at the
West End. A Union Jack signified "no flying", St. Andrew's Cross "“flying
doubtful”, but the Scottish Standard flapping bravely in the breeze started
a stampede towards Porty. Considering the fickle winds of th+D19e Forth
- the rapid hauling up and down of flags must have been hysterical.
Returning South to Hendon, Ewen spent many weeks in hospital follow-
ing a smash. He was one of the first to carry airmail, flying out of Mid-
dlesbrough with the famous Gustav Hamel soon to die in the Channel.
The venture ended when the Post Office accused him of infringing their

monopoly.

In the 1930s he was on tour again - this time firmly on the ground con-
ducting an orchestra around the provinces.

By that time Spitfires of Edinburgh’s own 603 Squadron had already
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fought it out with the Luftwaffe above Inchkeith and the fire
of jets were screaming over the city. i
Mrs. Sidnie Sheriffs, Granddaughter

Early History of the Celt

All Irish Celt history traces its origins back to King Milesius of
his three sons Heremon, Ir and Heber and their descendants.
established supremacy over the whole of Ireland by enactme
which prevented the original peoples of the country from becom
The laws stated only the descendants of the sons of Milesius
inherit the kingship or Ard Ri, the high King over all the other Kir

To ensure this, every family kept a perfect record of their family
descent, with a complete genealogical history of its people, land
Clan. The system was established and refined at the Council of >
which was held on the hill of Tara. The system they formed ws
Clan or family. This divided the country into small tribal Kingdoms,
came together under seven provincial Kings. They were usually rulec
by the sons or immediate family of the Ard Ri. Their first allegiance,i
to their High King. o

ltwas by decree of the assembly at Tara, that each Chief retain a Bre
or Judge, to ensure the laws were upheld and monitored. All e ﬁ S
were recorded and a complete history of the Chiefs family, births, death:
and marriages were kept at Tara. The records from the Kingdoms were
presented every three years for inspection by the King.

The succession to the throne of tribal Chiefs and Kings came from con

Al

sulting the records, if a Tanistar or nominator had not been choser
the King. The laws and records show how organised and civilised
Celts were. They had also developed dress code regulations,
established the rank of distinction held by the wearer within the
family. This rank was displayed for all to recognise. It consiste
number of colours woven into a base colour plaid. The grea 2
number of colours permitted, the higher the rank within the family, e.g.
one colour represented farmers who worked the land, traders and tacks-

man. This usually consisted of a white with black crossbanding. The
more black bands, the senior the family. O '
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Two represented the soldiers and men-at-arms.
Three represented Officers and Commanders.

Four represented Craftsmen and Innkeepers.

Five represented Sons and Daughters of Kings.
Six consisted of Brehons, Priests and Sennachies.
Seven was the King himself

This detailed and concise system provided a unique way of recognising
your own family members. Each pattern related to a particular area of
territory and therefore identified a family group. The naming of individu-
als, then followed by Christian name and their immediate family. To
distinguish names they added descriptions of physical features of a
person, or related him to a particular area or feature of the land. The
system of naming families or Clans, usually began by prefixing the word
Cineal meaning race of, followed by descendants of Clan, meaning fam-
ily. They then break it down further by adding children of Dal or tribe.
Finally adding Ui which means family name, or in a plural sense, many
from one. So as an example you get; i.e. Cineal Eoin of Clan Ui Neill
Dal from Clan Ui Fearchar of Clan Roy. Roughly translated the race of
John, of the family tribe of O'Neill, from the family descendants of Fear-
char, to the family of Roy, the families of which all claim a common
ancestor. The works of O'Hart in his Irish "Pedigrees", traces most of
these families and their genealogical history from the Celtic tribes.

The Tuath, or Tribe was ruled by a Ri or King, who governed through an
assembly that met once a year, often in an open area, usually a conse-
crated place where their ancestors were buried. The Celtic society was
split into three main levels, Nobles, Freeborn commoners, and the
fettered labour force of slaves. Within these groups, each free man was
graded by status, through having a carefully defined price of honour,
which meant that if anything happened to him, this formed a basis for
compensation, to him, if he was injured or to his kin, if he was killed.
The Tuath or Tribe was composed of a number of kin or families directly
related. Under normal circumstances and for practical reasons, this
usually extended to four generations.

The basic family unit consisted of the man and his wife and their imme-
diate family, along with their children and their wives, together, with any
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