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CHAIRMAN'’S LETTER OF ‘WELCOME

Greetings!
Dear Cousins

Another year has passed and as well as another AGM, which was held at the
Kilfinan Inn on the 7" June. At the AGM I was voted in as your new Chairman
of the Clan Society and look forward to working alongside all of you to better
this Society. We also have a new Vice Chair person, Rachel McEwen, who will
be holding down the fort in the UK as I am from the States and will work
towards increasing interest here in North America as well as across the world.
Our membership has fallen and I will ask at this time for your help in bringing
that membership back up. It is important to us, that you become involved in
whatever way to further this Society in order to offer whatever services we may
in the years coming.

As your new Chairman, I intend to chair this Society as a democratically run
unit. It is you, the membership, who have the final say and I am but a reflection
of that membership. We intend to include as many views and suggestions as we
can on the running of this Society that come from those who are the most
important, that being you the members. So, therefore, it is important for all
members to band together and volunteer a little time and effort to help in the
workings of this Clan. I believe just one hour a month would work wonders.
Much of the volunteer work could be done over the internet, through the Clan
web site, as well as personal contact through the mail, etc. We especially need
folk from Canada, Australia and New Zealand. We have not forgotten you
from that way and with help from you, we will be able to succeed. Simply
contact us through the web site as well as mail to discuss whatever you may
have in mind for your suggestions and what way you might be able to

contribute.

I leave you with best wishes for the coming year and stay alert to the changes
that are to come and please stay in touch.

Yours

Lynn



Hello,

I am Rachel McEwen and your new Vice Chairman.

My main responsibility is to help co-ordinate the workzngs of the Clan over
many thousands of miles that separate us all, e.g. I chair the committee
meetings when Lynn is absent and act as a conduit, via e-mail on
rachelmcewen@aol.com, through which members can air their ideas and
opinions — so please get in touch as we would love to hear from you:: !

The not so good news is that a number of difficulties over the Iast couple of
years have had an effect on the running of the Society: some of these have been
out of our control such as the effect that foot-and- mouth and 9/11 had on the
numbers at the gathering; others, such as the late delzvery of the May 2003
bulletin, we have been working to put right. Please accept my apologies for the
late arrival of this bulletin and take some consolatzon  from the following good
news - that our work and effort to ensure the extstzng and new members really
feel the benefit of belonging to the Society is starting. to pay oﬁ" For example,
the Society website is a place where our international famtly can come together
with other members and the wider Clan - http //www. clanewensoczetv org to
chat, read about our history and find out about upcoming events. Also, we are
organising an international gathering every three years — the first to be in 2005
— we are hoping that the international gatherings will help members to co-
ordinate their visits to Scotland at the same time, and therefbre enjoy the
company of more family members. We of course want to see you at every
gathering but realise the trip is not just expensive . but a very long one!

— o

Please can you pay your membership subscriptions — details of how to pay are
included in this bulletin. Please can you help us to keep our database up to
date by ensuring that you keep us up to date with any changes in name and
address details and your intentions regarding membership — if you do not wish
to be a member please let us know or return the bulletin to the address on the
back of the envelope. NG

Lastly, on a personal note, my involvement in the Society I hope.is an example
of what we are all about. I am aware that I was not born a McEwen but
married one and have given birth to one, with another on the way... Iama
mongrel for the most part with my ancestry dominated by Irishness with a
French twist! The Society and Clan offer me a home where I meet and chat to
people from all over the world who have one thing in common which is that

they are all related, however distantly, to my husband, children and through
them, me, 1 find it enjoyable, lovely and fascinating to meet this variety of
people in one large family... Reviresco!

All the best i 3
Rachel o e o iy L
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CLAN EWEN SOCIETY AGM

Kilfinan Hotel, Argyll
Saturday 7" June 2003 at 2.00pm

Chairman Alan Ewing welcomed visitors, friends and new members and as is
the custom a special greeting to those who had come from overseas. In his
opening remarks Alan read an extract from a letter from Donald Ewing, South
Australia, urging positive methods to halt the decline in membership, wishing
the Society every success and sending good wishes to all members.

Apologies Murdo McEwan, William and Donald Ewing, Sidnie Terry, Joan
MacEwan, Colin Davies, Fiona McEwan.

Minutes of last AGM Read, approved and signed.

Matters arising Changes to Clan Constitution

The Chairman gave a brief explanation of the necessity for minor changes in
the Constitution to qualify for any grants available for the Society. It had been
agreed at previous committee meetings that this matter would be put forward at
this AGM to the members to meet the objectives required. After the slight
alterations in the wording were made clear the changes were passed by majority

vote.

Change of Advertising Name

David Band introduced this subject giving his reason for change of name from
Clan Ewen to Clan McEwan but Hugh McEwan pointed out that as the AGM
had already agreed at this meeting on the constitution of the Clan Ewen the
name could not be altered — legally it would have to remain as it was. This was
endorsed by Duncan McEwan. At this point in the proceedings Jim McEwen
resigned from the committee followed by Barbara, David Band and his wife. It
was then agreed on a proposal from Hugh, seconded by Duncan that for
advertising purposes goods could be named Clan McEwan under the heading of

Clan Ewen Society.

Committee Members’ Reports

Treasurer Iain has carried on as Treasurer meantime and gave his financial
report which was circulated. Treasurer’s statement was approved by Hugh,
seconded by Charles.

Secretary Eleanor pointed out that her report was written in full in the latest
Bulletin so it was agreed that it was not necessary to read it.

Membership Secretary Malcolm distributed some copies of membership lists,
gave a brief word on a few new members but again reiterated his attempts at
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recruitment. On a question from Jo he h
this phone calls.

Genealogist David spoke briefly about his-
research done on his own family with much assis
Charles thanked David for his work. |

E-mail Correspondent Rachel made a few
so far.
Lynn gave some advice about the web site, m:
form on web site, how to contact etc. Re - m
put forward by Hugh that Lynn would collect fee
seconded by Charles and passed unanimously.

down and the election proceeded as follows:- Lt Co
retiral as Chairman and was thanked for all his excellent

he had been in office.

Chairman Lynn Gehling

Vice Chair Rachel McEwen
Treasurer Iain McEwan
Secretary Eleanor Williamson
Genealogist David McEwan

Assisted by his wife Betty




THE BITTER CAUSES AND CONSEQUENCES OF SCOTS
EMIGRATING THROUGH CLEARANCE AND STARVATION,
REBELLION, TRANSPORTATION AND SLAVERY.
FREEDOMS LOST AND THEN REGAINED

Whatever happened to those who left Scotland during the late 1700s and
throu_gh the 1800s? a good many went to Canada to establish colonies of
Scottish settlements along the shores of the waterways. Many came across to
the southern states to settle in Georgia and the Carolinas. Sadly, some were
actually sold into slavery after the 45 and were treated as less than the African
slaves in North America.

Examples;

Alexander Stewart was herded off the Gildart in July of 1747, bound with
chains, Stewart was pushed onto the auction block in Wecomica, St Mary’s
County, Maryland. Doctor Stewart and his brother William were attending the
auction aware of Alexander being on that slave ship coming from Liverpool,
England. Doctor Stewart and William were residents of Annapolis and
brothers to David of Ballachalun in Monteith, Scotland. The two brothers paid
nine pounds six shillings sterling to Mr Benedict Calvert of Annapolis for the
purchase of Alexander. He was a slave. Alexander tells of the other 88 Scots
sold into slavery that day in “THE LYON IN MOURNING” pages 242-243.

The British government had realised as early as the 1640s how beneficial white
slave labour was to the profiting colonial plantations. Slavery was instituted as
early as 1627 in the British West Indies. The Calendar of State Papers,
Colonial Series of 1701 records 25,000 slaves in Barbados in which 21,700

were white slaves. -

This and as well as the Great Highland Clearances resulted in the mass
migration of Scots as well as a huge number of peoples from the UK to all over
the world. But it is to be said that a vast many came to the Americas. Nova
Scotia is the prime example of the migration of folk from Scotland. What
happened once they arrived? In the latter period most were bound by contract
to clear and farm land at a cost till they paid off their contract at which time
they gained clear title to land and holdings. Many could not manage as they
sometimes found the land too poor for farming or the winters too hard to
survive and passed from the areas never to be heard from again. One article I
have seen was the story of a Scot who had lived somewhere in Ontario, Canada
and was discovered by another, way out in the wood. The man had lost his
wife and children to hunger and sickness and was sick himself upon his
discovery. The fellow died a few days later and was simply buried in the
woods alongside that of his family, lost forever. One told of those who arrived
in Canada wearing only their kilts, and in the harsh winters of Canada, kilts just
do not work. The locals who had been settled for some time proceeded to help
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new arrivals past the cold winter.
More later.

Submitted by Lynn

Note: Look to the old history books/records of the early' settléme’ﬁt’s‘x you
area. There is a wealth of information there in the records to glve' yé'ﬁ‘"
what it was like and who was there in those early times. " =7 "
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FLORA MACDONALD EXCAVATIONS REVEAL
THE FINER THINGS OF LIFE ot

-;L:x-.. B

Life of a Heroine e
Flora was born in Milton, South Uist, one of thc Outer i [
Hebridean Islands to the west of Skye in 1722 ,‘” ' '_, Y
She was brought up on Skye and attended school in Sleat |
and then Edinburgh. o g
She married Allan MacDonald of ngsburgh before b
emigrating to North Carolina in 1774. She died in 1790.

Excavations at the birthplace of Flora MacDonald, the Scottish hero
saved Bonnie Prince Charlie, have revealed that poverty-stricken Hl rh
farmers aped the finery of English high society. :

In the decades around the time of the clearances, many nghlan 1
in deprivation in windowless “black” houses made of ston,es and |

or peat floors. : pesme)ant) Blases

However, archaeological work at the old MacDonald home oﬁ. Sou
recovered fancy English and Chinese export pottery, used for psx‘en’
display and taking tea. il RS _\-,,1

4. {"

The find suggests that Scottish fanners mumcked's:eme asp\eg:t,s of E

when he visited MacDonald on the Isle of Skye, noted, houses WIt]l hig
fumishings but floors of waterlogged earth. =
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James Symonds, executive director of Archaeological Research and
Consultancy (ARCUS) at the University of Sheffield, summarised the research
in a new study of Highland Scots and emigration.

The farmers’ “conspicuous consumption” appears to have left the traditional
house structure little changed with many spending what wealth they could in
the form of portable objects like fine china, linen and silver.

When Bonnie Prince Charlie landed in South Uist in June 1746 after his defeat
at the battle of Culloden, a young Flora Macdonald rowed him over the sea to
Skye and earned her place in Scottish legend.

The Flora Macdonald Project is centred upon Milton, the town founded in the
early eighteenth century where MacDonald, the heroine of the ’45 rebellion,
was born.

Work has been going on at the site for the past eight years and archaeologists
aim to look at the settlement from the time of the clearances right through until
emigration was well established to places such as Canada.

In extending Lynn’s article the Skye MacDonalds of whom Flora was one,
many of her clan members emigrated to the shores of Canada, particularly
along the shores of Nova Scotia.

Full acknowledgement to Stephen Stewart for article written.

Sent in by Charles Ewen

MCEWANS INVOLVED IN THE MAKING OF
AMERICAN HISTORY

The dispute over the abolition of slavery in the United States of America
produced a cleavage between the Northern and Southern States. The decision
of the latter to secede from the Union led to the American Civil War. In 1861
President Lincoln declared a blockade of all the seaports of the seceding states
to be enforced by the naval forces of the Federal Government. At the outset,
the number of ships available was insufficient to render the blockade effective.
The blockading vessels were neither distinguished for speed nor
manoeuvrability. The difficulty of their task was increased by the fact that
many of the harbours could be entered by several channels. Nevertheless the
need of the Southern Confederate States for munitions, with which to prosecute
the war soon became clamant, while the restrictions imposed on their exports
caused the price of cotton and tobacco to soar.



To venturesome spirits the temptation of blockade-running pfoved 1
Many Clyde river steamers were purchased for the purpose. Purchase
evinced no desire to reveal their identity or the use to which the,steahrers
to be put. The latter were bought on behalf of the “Emperor of China” fo
“South American Trade”. Fitted out for the transatlantic voyage o stﬁppetjo

saldons, if they had any; painted light grey to render them..less conspfcuous :
against the land; provided with smokeless fuel and sometimes with muffled

paddle floats — many an old favourite passed down the river and dlsappeared
into the blue. A S cre T S AT e

'n.1J711"}~

Here was McEwan’s chance — an adventure after hlS own heart' He signed on
as first mate of the steamer “Pearl”, hurriedly prepared for the voyageto
Nassau, the capital of New Providence Island, in the Bahamas The voyage had
hardly commenced ere the frail craft threatened to founder whlle crossing the
Irish Sea. By nightfall she was shipping water fast. The pumps, workmg at fulI i
capacity, barely sufficed to keep her afloat. . . ...

Immediate action was imperative. McEwan ascended the bndge and spok > to
the captain, who had not yet recovered from his leave-takmg celebratlons :
Having induced his senior officer to slacken speed and keep the steamer ’s bo
to the waves, he hurried below where he spent the night in shoring up the n
vulnerable parts of the ship to keep out the sea. When morning dawned s

was in a more seaworthy condition, and, favoured by fine weather, complete
the voyage to Nassau at record speed. From thence she sailed to Charles
South Carolina. This was, of course, the most dangerous part of thetn
waters being patrolled by ships of the Federal Government ﬂeet s S

When land was sighted the “Pearl” was stopped and prepared for the
for the harbour after nightfall. They were already on their way when )
fell. Steaming cautiously landward, the ship “blacked out” as we say th e

days, every available man was on the look out. McEwan perched ina
the masthead to secure a wider field of vision. The atmosphere bex
with excitement as the small craft crept ever closer to the shore.

“Mac” the Clydeside Chief Engineer, a large, stout, phlegmatic man,
wizard with machinery. Yet, as the moment of trial approached, h: '
engine room, amxdst the revolvmg cranks, wrpmg h1s brow w1th>

either of which might be the means of revealing the steamer’s pr
vessels of the blockading fleet. As soon, therefore, as the latte
he must bank the furnaces and sit on the safety valve whlle aw t]

“to let her rip” for the shore. 3 Lt s



[t was McEwan who first spotted six naval craft anchored right ahead between
the “Pearl™ and the mouth of the harbour, beyond which the lights of
Charleston twinkled a cheery welcome. Descending from the masthead, he
joined the captain on the bridge. “Let’s keep to starboard”, whispered the
latter. “If we can sneak by them undetected all will be well”.

“No, no” answered McEwan firmly, “we must slip between them, so that they
cannot fire on us without running the risk of hitting one another. Once through
the flotilla we’re half way there. Signal full steam ahead, Skipper, and I’ll take
the wheel”.The “Pearl” leapt forward straight for the gap between the first pair
of ships. At incredible speed she swept under the stern of one and across the
bows of another and continued zig-zagging between the warships till she
reached their landward side. Those on watch on the latter could not believe
their eyes when, emerging suddenly from the darkness, the small paddle
steamer pursued her perilous course, through the middle of the squadron and
disappeared into the darkness on the other side. It was the sheer audacity of the
exploit that paralysed all counter measures. Not a shot was fired after the
retreating vessel.

She entered port as calmly and confidently as though she had been engaged in
legitimate trade. = '

One of the first vessels to run the blockade, the “Pearl” was accorded an
uproarious welcome. The kindly Southerners were delighted at the success of
the venture and the prospect thus engendered of being able to maintain at some
of their trade. Nor were they disappointed, for the “Pearl” was singularly
successful in outwitting the vigilance of the blockading fleet in maintaining a
regular service between Nassau and the port of Charleston. The city rang with
the word throughout the Southern States.

With thanks and acknowledgement to Paul McEwan for the article contributed.

A ROMANESQUE CRUCIFIX FROM MACEWEN'’S
CASTLE, LOCH FYNE, MID ARGYLL

Summary

This copper alloy crucifix was found during excavation at Macewen’s Castle in
Argyll in 1968 and closely resembles others known to date from the 12
century; it may have been made in Belgium. The arms could have been bent
back to aid concealment in the 17" or 18" centuries.







