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FAILTE s
ELCOME TO another edition of the Clan Ewep Bulletin. Atthe A.G.M.

Wwe were all taken aback when Charle§ Ewen intimated his intention to
“step down" from the two important posts which he has held for the last seven
years as Vice-Chairman, and the last 16 years as Treasurer.
Charles tells me that his health is not what it once was and, as a result, he
feels that the time has come for less onerous involvement on his part. He
assures me, however, that he is prepared to continue to be the Society's link
with the world giving us a continuing e-mail address. The volume of corre-

ndence coming to us via this medium is on the increase. Charles should
be careful that his health does not deteriorate further as a result.
We have been quite successful in recruiting new members - 43 since the end
of September 1996 - which is most gratifying. Anumber of these have mate-
riglised via e-mail although the Scots Magazine advert continues to be the
better source.
| can't let Charles' demission pass without acknowledging how well and un-
sparingly he has served the Society over the years not only as Vice-Chair-
man, but, especially as Treasurer. This is a job that no one wants to take on,
as we have discovered.
As you will probably have realised, the Society is bereft of a Treasurer as, so
far, we have had no takers. We really need some young blood, recruited
from within Scotland in order to advance into the new millennium.
Charles has also served in an unofficial capacity as an unofficial "contact
man" corresponding with members and potential members around the world
and for all his unstinting work we thank him.
Finally as the festive season is about to descend upon us may | wish you all
wherever you are the compliments of the season.

"Nollaig math is bliadhna mhath ur”

Alan Ewing

CLAN EWEN SOCIETY GATHERING

HE CLAN EWEN SOCIETY gathering and Annual General Meeting was
held on Saturday, 7th June, 1997 at the Kilfinan Hotel, Argyll at 1.30 p.m.
Chairman Alan Ewing welcomed members and friends. Visiting from British
Columbia was, Ms. Sara McEwan. New members included Barbara and Jim
from Kirkintilloch, lan from Hardgate and Harry Davies from Liverpool.
Apologies were received from Honorary Member Nicholas Wills; Donald
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Ewing, Australia; Ella, Inverness; Betty and John, Coatbridge; William
MacEwen, Nova Scotia; and Cameron MacEwing, New Zealand.

Minutes of previous A.G.M. meeting were read, approved and signed.

The Treasurer and Secretary gave their reports. In her report the Secretary
was pleased to note that a number of those who had made enquiries about
the Society had now taken out membership - some resulting from the e-mail
internet, but the majority, as usual, from the advert in the Scots Magazine.
She also stated that the Clan has received publicity through the Scottish Tourist
Board, the Oban Times and the Clan MacPherson Museum at Newton-More.
In his report the Treasurer proposed that due to the high cost of postage
overseas, a saving could be made if overseas Bulletins were sent by surface
mail. This was agreed, together with a earlier postage date suggested.

An increase in the cost of membership was the next item raised on the agenda.
On the Treasurer's suggestion the following fees were approved

Single Year- £8.00 Family Year - £10.00.
Life Single -£120.00 Life Family - £150.00

The cost of the Clan History book will also have to be increased.

Genealogist, Murdo reported research into family history and ancestral trees,
some elaborate and extensive trees being sent in by members.

Society Manager, Ron said a few words about the position of the Clan room
and its further development and reported on the level of stock at present
regarding Clan items for sale.

The meeting continued with the election of office-bearers and with the excep-
tion of Charles Ewen, our Vice-Chairman and Treasurer, all previous com-
mittee members were re-elected. This leaves the Society without a Treas-
urer and a most urgent appeal is being put out to all members for someone to
take over from Charles, who has done a magnificent job.

Jim McEwen, from Kirkintilloch, was elected to serve on the General Com-

mittee.

The question was raised as to the Clan venue for the next A.G.M. and Gath-
ering. After a show of hands vote, it was agreed to keep it at Kilfinan. A
suggestion from Joan MacEwen that transport should be arranged from the
ferry was accepted as a good idea to follow up. The Gathering will be at the
Clan Room, Kilfinan Hotel, on the first Saturday in June, 1998. The meeting
closed with thanks to the chair and committee.

Following on from an unusually long meeting, those Clan members feeling
501



tic made the annual walk to the Cairn, marking the ruins of the castle
e walk was more eventful this year as the path was unclear, due to
some of the McEwan signposts being missing and the fields having been
ploughed over. However, the walk was enjoyable as always and a group

photograph was taken at the site.

energe
site. Th

The Annual General Meeting and
Gathering of Clan Ewen Society

will be held at 1.30 p.m.
on Saturday, 6th June, 1998
in the Kilfinan Hotel, Kilfinan, Argyl|
with a walk to the Cairn after the meeting

Old Friends and New Members all welcome

Followed by

Clan Ceilidh
Saturday, 6th June, 1998

A Ceilidh will be held in the Clan Room, Kilfinan at 9.00 p.m.
A warm welcome is extended to all. It is hoped that mem-
bers will give it their support and make this a most enjoyable
evening. A small charge will be necessary to cover the cost
of the musicians.
Accommodation can be obtained at the following:
Hotels: Kilfinan Hotel, Kilfinan Tel. 01700 821201
Royal Hotel, Tighnabruaich ~ Tel. 01700 811239
Guest Houses: Bed and Breakfast
Mrs. McKay, Kilfinan Tel. 01700 811397
Mrs. Alexander, Kames Tel. 01700 811218
"Arden Eden", Tighnabruaich Tel. 01700 811354

Editor



EVENING GATHERING AND CEILIDH

The Clan Gathering continued in the evening with a ceilidh in the Clan Room
at the Kilfinan Hotel. A chance for the Clan members to relax a bit, enjoying
an evening of music and dance in a social atmosphere with traditional songs
played on the accordion and fiddle. The ceilidh was another very friendly
occasion and | hope will continue to flourish.

Letter from France

N INTERESTING letter from John McEwen of Chooz, France, sent to

Charles Ewen, our Treasurer. Charles passed the letter on because it is
a wonderful letter. If John does not mind, | have included passages from the
letter to show what can be written about when making family links and search-
ing for relatives.

John McEwen, 36 Rue du Tilleul, Chooz, France
Dear Mister Ewen
Many thanks for your kind letter. The Bulletin is very exciting particularly for
us. Sorry for the death of so eminents members of the Clan Society. Itis a
sad thing for all.
| apologise for not having situated the place where we are living. Chooz (The
name came from Calcareous) is a village of approximately 800 inhabitants in
a sweep of the River Meuse surrounded by hills and forest. This locality is

From Left to Right, James, born 1957; Elizabeth, born 1951; Marylin, born 1954; Jany, born 1949;
John and his wife, Eliane
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known for two nuclear plants. And old one now stopped after 25 years of

service and now used as an international laborat, An a new one more impor-

tant. The next town is Givet, a frontier town with Belgium, crossed by the

Meuse, between Charleville-Mezieres in France and Dinant in Belgium, on

the same river. All the country both sides of the border is named Ardennes.

(Givet cir. 8000 inhabitants).

We were very plaised to know that your son was a piper teacher an was in the

piper band of Renfrew. We are very fond of Scottish music specially of bag-

pipe. (Father would have said pibroch perhaps). We have always records at

home and in our car. Itis for us a link with Scotland.

| am very sorry to said that we don't know if there are any members of the

family in Renfrew. After the 1914-1918 war father had jobs in France and
Belgium. He was a marine engineer and very busy to assure our life. Always
well considered and always of help to any countryman and many others. He
was very proud of his native country whose accent he never lost although
speaking fluently French. | presume that the death of relatives and circum-
stances stopped relations. At the beginning of 1971 he has in project a jour-
ney to Scotland. He was apparently in good health and active but he had no
time. Father is death in April.

We were educated in France and Belgium in French. In that time of my
schooldays, the second language taught were | was in Belgium was Dutch
and latter in France at the border German. That a reason why my self learned
English is so far from correct. By lack of practice my speaking is bad.

In everyone of us is the natural wish to know his forefather. We think so and
our children are in the same spirit. | have a family chart from my mother side
but nothing from father. In spite of age. (Now 79) If | may obtain a form | will
take the first steps, and we will be happy with the slightest success. During
the last war our house in Givet was partially plundered and many pictures,
letters, etc. were destroyed or lost. The town inhabitants had a very short
time to evacuate the country. In the few picture left, one from my father sister
in school dress and cap and an half erased address 11 Dunlop St. | think itis
the native home. | think that we have some relatives in Canada in the area of
Vancouver (B.C.) but | don't know who and where. The children are inter-
ested. By eldest daughter Jany can read English. Her sister Marylin con-
tinue to learn English (and begin Gaelic as a hobby, not so easy).

After the '39-'45 war we have seen a deal of the damages in London with my

wife and Jany (1962) and also in books and films but | think that the anti-

aircraft action was essential. | was captured in Dunkerque in 1940, the last

day with no possibility to escape and we were send here and there in Ger-

many and particularly in Breslaw (Now Wroslaw in Poland) in the
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Junkerswerke, a plant for planes to be repaired. | escaped with some com-
rades, recaptured, but never more send in a war plant. But we have seen he
damages to the planes through guns and m.g. to many to be quickly repared,
not counting those who crashed on the way back to the bases.

Now what is more peaceful. | had recently the pleasure to read in & Newspa-
per and for the second time that a youngAustralian runner on bicycle Robbe
McEwen was a winner in France.

Will you excuse Dear Mister EWEN so long a letter. | have joined a picture
with our children on holidays in Chooz taken in 1991.

| wish to you Mr. Ewen and all your family the best of health. | present o you
and to Mrs. Ewen all my respects.

Kindest regards to all members of the Clan Ewen Society.

QUATRE JOURS DE DUNKERQUE -
McEWEN AU SPRINT

L'Australien Robbie McEwen (Rabobank) a remporte hier au sprint fa 2° etape
des Quatre Jours de Dunkerque, disputee entre Boulogne-sur-Mer et Henin:
Montigny (184 km). Il a devance I'Ousbek Abdoujaparov et I'Estonien Kirsipuu.
Le Belge Peeters conserve le maillot rose.

2° etape: 1. Robbie McEwen (Aus/Rabobank), las 184 km en 4 h 2542
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KOR




(moyenne: 41,55 km/h); 2. Abdoujaparov (Ouz); 3. Kirsipuu (Est); 4. Museeuw
(Bel); 5. Vasseur; 6. Nicolas Jalabert; 7. Fraser (Can); 8. Leoni (Ita); 9. Milesi
(Ita); 10. Van Bondt (B).

11. Den Braber (P-B); 12. Rineiro; 13. Piccoli (Ita); 14. Francis Moreau; 15.
Talen (P-B) tous meme temps.

General: 1 Wilfried Peeters (Bel/Mapei) 7 h 54'55; 2 Mattan (Bel) a 47; 3.
Tchmil (Rus) 67; 4. McEwen (Aus) 10”; 5. Genty 127; 6. Vandenbroucke (Bel)
15 ™: 7. Vasseur 16™; 8. Kasputis (Lit) 16™; 9. Kirsipuu (Est) 18"; 10. Gaumont
18™; 11. Piccoli (Ita) 197; 12. Roux 197; 13. Mengin 19"; 14. Van Der Akker (P-
B) 197; 15. Moncassin 19".

THE TIME DETECTIVES

LOT OF our Scots History lies still to be uncovered by the tenacious
research of archaeologists. But they are battling against ime as many
sites are lost or destroyed.
Two such areas are on the islands of Lewis and Great Bernera.
On Bemera, a pre-Christian house on the beach at Bosta has been unearthed.
It is dated to the Iron Age which ranged from 700 B.C. up to A.D. 43 and the
early Roman invasions.
Due to the shifting sands, the house will disappear very rapidly. A major dig
has been in process on the site to sift through a rubbish site area by the
house, which contains a midden where shells, pottery and fired materials
have been found dating from before the arrival of the Romans. The beach
area at Bosta is a white sandy bay popular with tourists in the summer, the
fear being that holiday buckets and spades will do as much damage as the
weather conditions. So a race is on to complete the work before it is lost
forever.
The second site is on the Isle of Lewis, a chain of 45 forts along the coastline
were identified and many more are believed to exist. The forts cannot be
accurately dated and experts are divided over their origin. They could be
early Viking defences when the Outer Hebrides were under Norse rule. But
just as likely, they could be early Celt or Pict settiements of the Iron Age
Period.
Some of the stone and turf structures are eight feet tall and contained several
houses within their walls. One of the newest unearthed is at Crowlista, oppo-
site to the site where the 78 Lewis chessmen were found in 1831, carved in
walrus ivory, they combine Celt and Norse elements and date from the 12th
century.
The islands attracted the attention of Norse raiders in 800 A.D. extending
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their territory, until by the 11th century they formed the most northgrly arm of
the Kingdom of Man and the Isles, their King owing fealty to the King of Nor-
way. The Hebrides remained part of Norse territory till 1 266. The study of the
sites is being financed by Historic Scotland with the field teams and archaeo-
logical expertise supported by Edinburgh University. Many of the forts havg
been used as defensive retreats during raids. Several have significant reli-
gious connections.

A report has been submitted to Historic Scotland on the findings and if more
funding is made available, work on a survey of Harris may begin in 1998. As
an example of the work being done, the tidal home at Crowlista revealed a
shale bracelet, a very fine piece of craftsmanship, the owner had to be of high
rank and nobility. The bracelet dates from around 6,000 years ago, made in
the South East of England. Question is, how did it find its way to Crowlista?
Also, at Guinnerso, Uig on Lewis, a pottery factory was discovered along with
field grazing system and fish traps, dwellings and a burial cairn site all relat-
ing to the bronze age.
: Editor

GENEALOGISTS

OST OF US have seen advertisements from professional genealogists
in such publications as The Scots Magazine and The Highlander.

Where a number of advertisements appear, they tend to be similarly worded
and it can be very difficult to know which one to select. The best choice is
usually via word -of-mouth recommendation; but what do you do if you have
no such "introduction"?
Some genealogists specialise in their own geographical area. One of these,
for instance, has carved out a bit of a niche for himself on the Isle of Harris in
the Outer Hebrides. One of our members has used this genealogist and
been very pleased with the results - his "local” knowledge proving very help-
ful and almost certainly providing more information than a somewhat less
specialised researcher based in, say, Edinburgh.
However, most records are held in Edinburgh and most professional gene-
alogists are based in Edinburgh. In conducting some research into the serv-
ices provided, and likely cost, | wrote to 14 Edinburgh-based genealogists
who are all members of the Association of Scottish Genealogists and Record
Agents, and who promote their services through the Association. | also wrote
to one other (Edinburgh-based) whose services had been recommended. A

similar letter went to all 15, in which | asked:
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