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CEUD MIL FAILTE

1994 sees the 200th anniversary of the Yeomanry.

The Yeomanry Cavalry was formed in 1794, comprising part-time
volunteers in order to defend Britain from possible invasion from
revolutionary France.

During the course of the nineteenth century it was frequently used to
prevent and contain civil disturbances, such as Peterloo, and a powerful
organisation was built up to which many influential people belonged. Its
history forms part of the fabric of British social history.

In the South African war and the two world wars, the Yeomanry
regiments fought with distinction, initially as cavalry, mounted riflemen
and dismounted troops; later they served with notable success as
merchandised regiments and artillery and signal regiments. Although it
became much changed in character during the twentieth century, the
Yeomanry still faithfully reflects British society at large and maintains a
distinctive presence as part of the modern-day territorial army.

Out of "Options for Change", the government scheme to amalgamate
some regiments and even disband others, in the interests of economy,
we in Scotland have been fortunate to have gained a new Yeomanry
regiment - the Scottish Yeomanry, and your Chairman has been honoured
by being appointed Honorary Colonel of "B" (Lanarkshire and Glasgow
Yeomanry) Squadron of this regiment, the squadron being based on the
older, and now defunct, Lanarkshire Yeomanry, and Queen's Own Royal
Glasgow Yeomanry.

Incidentally, one of the names which appeared on the original oath of
allegiance of the Glasgow Yeomanry in 1848 was Alex. Ewing - no
relation.

To mark the bi-centenary, Her Majesty the Queen reviewed the
Yeomanry in Windsor Great Park on Sunday, 17th April and my wife and
| had the distinct privilege to be invited to attend.

It was a memorable occasion as, one troop from each Yeomanry
squadron in the country, ranging from Shetland and Orkney in the north
to Cornwall in the south, was on parade.

Afterwards we repaired to the V.I.P. tent where we were privileged to
chat with the Queen, the Duke of Edinburgh, and the Queen Mother.
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Altogether a memorable occasion not to be forgotten.

As a complete change of subject, | look forward to welcoming a good
attendance of members at our A.G.M. in Scotland's former capital - the
fair city of Perth - on Saturday, 4th June. Most of you travel great
distances to attend and this is much appreciated. It is also a privilege to
welcome visitors from overseas.

Sadly, Betty, the editor of this publication has intimated that she
wishes to "step down" after more than 10 years in the chair.

On behalf of all members of the society, | should like to record our
thanks and appreciation for a good job well done. I'm sure all members
look forward, as | do, to the arrival of the "Bulletin”, and without an editor
this would not happen, so very many thanks Betty.

Lt. Col. Alan Ewing, T.D.

A ROMANESQUE CRUCIFIX FROM MACEWEN'S
CASTLE, LOCH FYNE, MID ARGYLE

Summary
This copper alloy crucifix was found during excavation at Macewen's

Castle in Argyll in 1968 and closely resembles others known to date from
the 12th century; it may have been made in Belgium. The arms could
have been bent back to aid concealment in the 17th or 18th centuries.
Introduction
In 1968 and 1969 Miss D. N. Marshall excavated a promontory fort on

the west shore of Loch Fyne (Marshall 1983). A palisaded wall was the
earliest defence of the promontory, succeeded by a timber-laced wall,
partly vitrified, which apparently as late as the 16th century was
strengthened and reconstructed. Finds ranged in date from the prehistoric
period to the Victorian era, but nothing datable came from a sealed
context. Within the interior a turf-walled house, subrectangular in shape
and 10.36 x 7.93 m in size, overlay the post-holes of two earlier
structures (Marshall 1983, 134, Fig. 2). Just below the surface, on top of
the turf wall and about one metre from the house entrance, was found a
copper alloy crucifix (Marshall 1983, 138, plate 1). An excavation report
by Miss Marshall appeared in Vol. 10 (1983) of this Journal, but detailed
description and discussion of the crucifix were then deferred. For the
present opportunity to report upon the crucifix | am grateful to Miss
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Marshall, and to Glasgow Art Gallery and Museum, where the crucifix

gfw;s for permission to publish and for the photograph (plate 1) of the
ucifix.

Description

The crucifix is a solid casting, not completely in the round but hollowed
at the‘ pack, 10 cm in height (plate 1). It is of copper alloy, apparently
con_talnlng a high proportion of lead, with some tin: indeed in the neck
regiontinis so near the surface as to suggest tinning. Parts of the casting
are crisp, particularly in the region of the torso, but in other areas detail
seems to have been lost, perhaps not entirely because of corrosion but
partly also because of imperfect casting. The arms, originally outspread,
have in time past been bent back behind the head, the left arm touching
the neck, the right arm behind the left. There are three nail holes for
original attachment to a base, one through each
hand and one between the feet.

Christ is portrayed with his head inclined
forward and slightly to his right, his body sagging
a little to his left at the hips (Fig. 1). He wears a
long loin cloth probably tied in a knot, now
damaged by corrosion, at the right hip and
falling in folds towards his left ankle. He evidently
wears a crown, though this is shown more by
the way the top of his head is modelled than
otherwise. His features and upper torso are
emphasised by incised lines. His eyes are open,
and he has a beard and possibly a moustache.
His long hair falls over each shoulder. There is
minimal modelling of his hands and feet.

Comparisons

It is possible to deduce these details not so
much from the crucifix itself as from comparisons
with better preserved Romanesque crucifixes of
the 12th century. Several of these were included
in the "Exhibition of Romanesque Art 1066-

1200" organised by the Arts Council at the
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Hayward Gallery, London, in 1984. The metalwork was described and
discussed by Neil Stratford in the exhibition catalogue. The knotted loin
cloth can be seen in Figs. 233, 236, 240 and 241 (Stratford 1984, 242,
244-6), the first three judged to date to the second quarter of the 12th
century, the fourth to ¢. 1170-80. All four figures are bearded and show
long hair falling on to the shoulders. One of the earlier three figures
shows a nail hole in each foot, and this may be the preferred earlier
method of attachment to a base. The latest of the four figures, on the
Monmouth crucifix, from the church of St. Mary (Stratford 1984, 246, No.
241), the only complete English altar cross of the 12th century to survive,
and dated to C. 1170-80, has a single nail hole between the feet, as with
the Macewen's Castle crucifix.

It is impossible to suggest with certainty where the Macewen's Castle
crucifix was manufactured. On several of the crucifixes in the exhibition
the loin cloth is shown with a V-shaped "apron fold" hanging down from
the waist in front. This "apron fold" is described by Stratford (1984, 244)
as "typically English”. Even with allowance for corrosion it is difficult to
suggest such a feature on the
Macewen's Castle crucifix. The
folds of the loin cloth on that crucifix
would match far more closely those
modelled on a crucifix of C. 1145
assigned to the school of Reiner of
Huy, on the Meuse in Belgium
(Nelson 1938, 183, illus.). Ifso the
Macewen's Castle crucifix might be
Mosan rather than English in style.
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Discussion

Miss Marshall drew my attention
to a crucifix which she had seen in
Much Wenlock Museum, but which
has since been moved to Ludlow
Museum. She recognised this as
being in the same style as the - . -
Macewen’'s Castle crucifix. The 0 5
Ludlow crucifix was also gshown in
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the Hayward gallery exhibition but notillustrated in the catalogue (Stratforg
1984, 245, No. 288). Stratford gives its height as 14.1 em. In fact four of
the Romanesque crucifixes which he describes range in height from 14.1
to 16.4 cm, all therefore taller than the Macewen's Castle crucifix at only
10 em in height. Thus it may be that the Macewen's Castle crucifix was
not from an altar or processional cross.

The Macewen's Castle crucifix does, however, agree more closely in
size with two crucifixes found in Scotland, the first on the bell shrine from
Kilmichael Glassary, Mid Argyll, C. 8 cm in height (Anderson 1910, 275,
Fig. 11), the second on the Guthrie bell shrine, possibly from Angus, C.
8.5 cmtall (Eeles 1926, 414, Fig. 4). Both these crucifixes are Romanesque
in style, though they do not in detail match each other or the Macewen's
Castle crucifix. It is therefore not impossible that the Macewen's Castle
crucifix was originally a mount upon a shrine. Distortion of crucifixes by
bending the arms back behind the head is not uncommon, and has been
ascribed to Jansenist fanatics of the 17th and 18th centuries, who
believed that Christ ought not to be shown with arms open as if inviting all
people to come to him (Hildburgh 1920, 139). However, if the Macewen's
Castle crucifix was hidden on the site, perhaps in the hope of recovery,
the arms may have been bent back to make it more easily portable and
less conspicuous when concealed. However this may have been, the
survival of a piece of Romanesque metalwork, all too rare in Scotland, is
to be welcomed.
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GENKOLOGY AND RELATED AFFAIRS

e tast "Balletin® | aought Information on a O, M, Mol wan who
servadin The Royal | 'Y“\\) Corpa, probably during the parlod 19141018,
and borm around 1895, No great progreas haa bean made, but | am

currently following up a posaaible lead. Watoh thin apace for furthor
developments|

Meanwhile (again trom the last "Bulletin®) | have bacome acquaintod
with “The McEuen Family Assoclation" and "The Ewon Family" - 800
page 333, "Bulletin®, November, 1993. The former has boon established
by the descendants of Edward E. McEuen (born ¢. 1760 in Belfast) and
our members Walter McWilliams and Ruth Richtermeyer have both boon
vary involved in developing this Association - so much so that in their
December 1993 newsletter there is a note to the effect that about 6,000
descendants of Edward have been identified! Insofar as the Ewen
Family is concerned, our member, Joe Ewen (Texas), has very kindly
sent me information about his great great grandfather Timothy Ewen
(died 1829), his great grandfather William Ewen (1795-1853) and
grandfather George W. Ewen (1842-1910). Joe tells me he is always
finding more information on Timothy, Timothy's father (Julius Ewen), and
their descendents. Part of his correspondence has been with a Marjorie
Sheffied who through her relationship with Timothy, was able to trace her
ancestry back to a John Ewin who resided in America c. 1685-1731/32.
On the strength of this, she has been accepted into “The Colonial Dames
of the 17th Century Society", having formally established her links back
to the 1600s in America. Well done! Joe concludes his correspondence
with me by saying that "there is s0 much family history; if you receive any
more queries, tell them to drop @ line". (4105 Springbranch Drive, Fort

Worth, Texas 76116, U.S.A.).

There must be scope for many more vAssociation's" along the lines of
“Edward's descendents” and "Timothy's descendents". It would be good
to hear about them.

Meanwhile though, closer to home, | have received another query
where | haven't (again!) come up with an answer. Ron Ewing (recent
“new member’ from Wakefield, West Yorkshire, England) has asked
about a historical dispute with the McLachlans over Chieftainship ot Clan
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Ewen. He had heard that Clan McLachlan claim Clan Ewen as a sept,
and that on some Clan charts it is stated that Ewen / Ewan / Ewing is part
of Clan McLachlan, but go on to illustrate MacEwan as a principal Clan

not related to MclLachlan or Ewen. Can anyone shed any light or
explanation on this?

| have not received many more "Pedigree Charts" since the last
"Bulletin” - if you haven't sent it to me yet, there's still time! and it doesn't
have to be "complete"! Amongst those received, Michael Noftsger can
also trace his forebears back to the John Ewin mentioned above. We
learn that John reached America about 1682 and sometime between
1730 and 1750 he built a brick house (in what is now called Juliustown)
out of old bricks which had been used as ballast in ships from England
(canny fellow!). This house, in New Jersey, has had some repairs and
extensions but is still lived in and appears in good shape.

Robert Campbell Hines can trace his forebears back to Campbell
McEwan, born 26th August, 1836 in Paisley, Scotland - son of John
McEwan who had married Jean Coates on 11th January 1834. Campbell
married a Martha Davies and went on to be a ship builder during the U.S.
Civil War. Back in Scotland, Susan McEwen Albee's great grandfather
Andrew B. McEwen was born in Cumnock, Ayrshire in 1851, son of John
McEwen and Catherine McClatchie. Andrew had emigrated to Oregon
by the time he married Rhoda Smith in 1886. On this side of the "pond”,
Colin Davis' great great grandfather David MacEwan married a Jean
Adams, and their daughter Margaret (born 1850, Springburn, Glasgow)
married a Peter Kerry (Potter / presser Journeyman) on 2nd June, 1870.

I'm very conscious that this is a "world-wide" publication, so | want to be
sure not to miss out on our cousins in the southern hemisphere. Included
in this "Bulletin, therefore, is a pedigree chart from Heather McKay in
Dunedin, New Zealand. She actually traces her McEwan line back to the
ninth generation John McEwan, known to one and all as "Strong John".
Heather's sister (Betty Hellyer) came all the way from New Zealand to be
at the A.G.M. at Kilfinan in June 1993 (and a great day was had by all

present).
In closing, though, I'll go back to Timothy Ewen. Here is a copy of his
Last Will and Testament:
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Will: Timothy Ewen's Last Will

'In the name of God, Amen. This is the last dying will and testament of
Timothy Ewen living in Fountain County, State of Indiana. | do will and
bgqueath unto Sarah Ewen, my wife, all the moveable property except
sixteen dollars and sixty two and a half cents worth which is to be sold and
the money to be paid to Andrew Ewen, as long as she liveth and then the
property to be divided between my six daughters so as to make them
equal shared taking an account of what they have received heretofore.
I do will and bequeath unto Joseph Ewen and Andrew Ewen one hundred
and forty two dollars and fifty cents which is coming to me from John
Ewen when collected and it is my will that John Ewen pay no interest on
the note given to Joseph Ewen for me. This is my last will as witness my
hand and seal this 30th day of February in the year of our Lord, 1829.

Teste.  Levi Fleming  Timothy Ewen (SEAL)

John McAlister
State of Indiana Fountain Probate Court
Fountain County November Term, 1829. November 2, 1829

Now comes Levi Fleming and here in open court on his solemn oath
says he saw Timothy Ewen sign, seal, publish and declare the within as
and for his last will and testament that he believes he was of perfect
sense and memory at the execution thereof, and that he signed his name
as witness thereto in his presence.

Teste W. B. White, Clerk

If you have any stories, comments, queries, etc., do write in; we all
share a common interest! Please note my change of address from
previous "Bulleting”.

A. G. Murdo McEwan
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Nare

Address

HEATHER McKAY
CAPE SAUNDERS

R D 2, DUNEDIN
NEW ZEALAND

You

HEATHER MURTEL McKAY _|

Born 30 April 1939
Place Dunedin
‘Married 11 June 1960
Place Macandrew Bay
Occ Farmer

YOUR FATHER

JAMES FINCASTLE Mc
Born ebruary 1902
Place Edinburgh §
Married 17 May 1934

Place Dunedin
Died
| Place

Occ

1

YOUR MOTHER

IVY ARNOTT BENFELL

Born 8 August 1902
PlaceWellington NZ
Died 28 June 1971
Place Dunedin







