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AS WE BEGIN to emerge from a long drawn-out and extremely cold winter in
Scotland, temperatures down to -20 degrees C in the Glasgow area, and
that is cold by our standards, we look forward to Spring, which is only slowly
emerging, and our A.G.M. at Kilfinan Hotel in Otter.

We have been hoping to have a slight change of format this year, in that apart
fromthe A.G.M. it is our intention to try to make the occasion more enjoyable by
holding a ceilidh on the Salurday evening - 1st June. This will also give us all
more opportunity to mix and chat.

This, of course, is dependent on obtaining live music locally, which is proving
somewhat difficult | believe.

Ron Ewing, who is in charge of this aspect of the programme, assures me that
“It will be alright on the night”, but | have no definite details at this time of writing.
I have no further news for you on the Clan Chief front. This could be a some-
what protracted procedure, the petition having to be presented at the Court of
the Lord Lyon and then await his judgment.

At the end of March, | had an interesting chat with Major Edward Orr-Ewing, who
is Her Majesty’s Lord Lieutenant for Wigtownshire and whom | met at a military
function. This was particularly interesting for me as my forebears, back to the
mid 1700s, were farming in and around Stoneykirk in Wigtownshire. He men-
tioned that, early in the 18th century, he thought, one of his Ewing ancestors had
married an Orr and hence the hyphenated surname had evolved. “We might
even be distantly related”, he ventured.

This might be an interesting pursuit if | can trace back farther than 1765 which is
as far back as | can at present.

Looking forward to greeting those of you who will be travelling to Otter in June.
The Clan Society has been presented with a very fine Visitor's Book by Lt. Col.
G. M. McEwan of Cornwall. This will be installed at Kilfinan Hotel by 1st June,
1996. | hope everyone will hansel it. Alan Ewing

MINUTES FROM COMMITTEE MEETING

Held at 3 Havelock Park, East Kilbride on Saturday, 24th February, 1996.

Present: Lt. Col. Alan Ewing Mrs. McEwan Joyce
Mr. Charles Ewen Mr. Ron Ewing
Mr. Murdo McEwan Mr. Duncan McEwan

Miss Eleanor Williamson

Apologies from: Colin Davies
John McEwen
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ChairmanAlan Ewing welcomed members and went straight on with the Agenda.
The Pretender - Alan reported on his correspondence with Sir John McEwan
and read his letters; with Sir John’s suggestion to consult Sir Crispin Agnew,
member of the Lord Lyon Court, in regard to establishing his claim as Clan Chief.
Also discussed costs, which would have to be estimated.

It was concluded that the Chairman would write to Sir John in regard to some
idea of the expenses involved and that the Clan would agree in general to some
financial assistance in the future according to our limited resources.

Money Matters - The treasurer gave an update on our financial position regard-
ing income, expenditure, Clan items, etc. The cost of postage of Bulletins is
very high and ways of reducing this were discussed. The Scot Magazine advert
to be discontinued meantime, but with one special advert to be inserted in the
May issue to draw attention to the Clan Gathering in June.

Sales Report - Ron Ewing in his report on Sales Drive gave details of sales,
stock in hand, orders, etc. Sales are moving well and Kilfinan Hotel has proven
to be a good source for the sale of Clan Merchandise.

Arrangements for Kilfinan - Establishment of a Clan Room with a Heritage
Centre within Kilfinan Hotel, some donations of money coming from overseas
but not many items so far. Argyll and Bute Enterprise Ltd. are willing to help with
establishing a Heritage Centre and it was suggested that a quote should be
obtained from a designer for re-furbishing the Clan Room. The programme for
June 1st was discussed and a rough plan established - namely a committee
meeting first, lunch followed by the A.G.M., a walk to the Cairn and in the evening
a social gathering and ceilidh. However, a sub-committee of Chairman, Secre-
tary and Sales Manager was elected to visit Kilfinan Hotel and arrange the finer
details and catering, entertainment, etc.

Information “Hand Out” for new members - This item, in the event, was not
discussed as the Membership Secretary had departed. It was agreed to hold
over until next meeting.

A.O.C.B. - The Visitor's Book, presented by Lt. Col. McEwan was passed round
and Secretary to write a letter of thanks and invitation to A.G.M. in June. Chair-
man has written letter of thanks to Lt. Col. McEwan.

The Annual General Meeting and

Gathering of Clan Ewing Society
will be held at 2.00 p.m.
on Saturday, 1st June, 1996
in the Kilfinan Hotel, Kilfinan, Argyll
(Tel. 01700 821201)

Members and Friends welcome
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ROBERT S. T. MACEWEN REPORT

Taken from the Celtic Monthly magazine edited by John MacKay, in April, 1901.

OBERT SUTHERLAND TAYLOR MACEWEN was born at Evelix, in the
County of Sutherland, on 12th June, 1839. He was the eldest son of Dr.
Alexander MacEwen, who had settled in Sutherland in 1830, and who enjoyed
an extensive, and for many years the sole medical practice in the county. Dr.
MacEwen was a grandson of Walter MacEwen of Luss, and thus belonged to
the Dunbartonshire branch of the MacEwen clan. Robert MacEwen’s mother
came of a well known Sutherland family, being the daughter of William Taylor,
Sheriff and Commissary Clerk of Sutherland. Mr. MacEwen received his early
education at TainAcademy and he afterwards entered on the usual legal curricu-
lum at Edinburgh University.
But in 1862 he was offered an appointment in the public service of India, which
definitely determined the sphere of his life-work. His first post was that of mag-
istrate and assistant commissioner in the Santhal territory, at that time just re-
covering from the effects of the Santhal Rebellion of 1855-56. His services were
acknowledged in 1866 by his appointment to the difficult task of re-organising
the work of the Presidency Small Cause Court, Calcutta. Grave abuses had
been rife, and as a result of an enquiry the chief clerk and officers were dis-
missed. The Government recorded its sense of the “regularity, firmness, and
tact” exercised by Mr. MacEwen in this office.
He became a Judge of the Court in 1868; in 1878 he was called to the bar at
Lincoln’s Inn. Three years later he became Officiating Chief Judge of the Small
Cause Court. In 1884 he became Additional Recorder of Rangoon, a post which
he held for four years, during a time when dacoiting was rife. He served a
second term as recorder in 1893 when again the work against criminal elements
was exceptionally dangerous and eventually retired from India in 1894.
He was from then, able to devote himself to his love of Family and Clan histo-
ries. He soon collected valuable information in regard to his own and collateral
families in Sutherland. He was the first to piece together and connect the histori-
cal fragments of Clan MacEwen and put them in an orderly state, for the Celtic
Monthly magazine. He contributed several articles on the Clan Ewen land. These
eventually were destined for a book. But by his untimely death in June, 1900, he
had prepared a little book for publication on his Clan Ewen researches. It is to
be published by the Celtic Monthly. He had written articles on the Clans, Past
and Present, along with collected materials for a work on the Taylors of Suther-
land, which would have been a fitting task for the descendant of the brilliant
antiquarian, George Taylor. In his family researches he was always impressed
with the obligations of kin-ship, and the value of their observance to it, as a clan.
He loved to observe in scattered and remote descendants the strong character-
istics of a common race.
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Of himself, we will only say that he maintained through_ life the best traditions of
his fathers. It is a tribute which would have pleased him best.

As a follow-up from the Libraries Promotions: Archivist Robert Steward.

SIR ALEXANDER MACEWEN EXHIBITION

HE HIGHLAND Regional Libraries are marking the deposit of a number of

newspaper cuttings and photographs collected by Sir Alexander MacEwen,
1875-1941 an exhibition celebrating his life as Inverness Councilor and Provost.
The albums have been kindly donated by his son, Robin MacEwen of Inverness.
They provide a visual record of notable public events during Sir Alexander’s
Provostship. They illustrate visits by Edward, Prince of Wales in 1931, later to
become Edward VIII. Also the then Duke and Duchess of York, later King George
Vi and Queen Elizabeth. Another album has three prominent men of MacDonald
blood receiving the Clan MacDonald freedom ceremony, namely Prime Minister
Ramsey MacDonald, ex Prime Minister Stanley Baldwin and Inverness M.P. Sir
Murdoch MacDonald taken in 1930.
The exhibition shows Sir Alexander’s career in local government in the High-
lands, as Secretary of Highland Reconstruction Association, and Convener on
Education for 11 years. In his political career he was a founding member of the
Scottish Party, along with the Duke of Montrose, took a leading role in formation
of Scottish National Party in 1934, becoming its Chairman and later, President.
Incidentally, Sir Alexander is the son of Robert Sutherland Taylor MacEwen.
Robin MacEwen is a Clan Society member and the grandson of Robert. | think
R. S. T. MacEwen would be proud to know that the very things he enjoyed
observing, obligations of kin-ship and valuing the characteristics of a clan, main-
taining the best traditions of his fathers are showing up as strong characteristics,
so very close to home.
With acknowledgment to Robin MacEwen for the articles.

INVERNESS HISTORY PASSES TO THE
PUBLIC

A UNIQUE collection of papers and photographs offering a revealing glimpse
of Inverness in times gone by passed into public hands this week.

The documents belonged to the late Provost of Inverness Burgh, Sir Alexander
MacEwen, whose son, Robin, this week deposited them in Highland Regional
Council’s archives.

From 1908 to 1941 Sir Alexander MacEwen served first as burgh and later
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Piictured above Robert Steward receiving the MacEwen papers from Robin MacEwen (right).

Inverness-shire County Councilor and was Provost of Inverness Burgh between
the years 1925-31.

The archive - which will be open to scrutiny by members of the public - includes
a collection of four albums containing striking photographs, newspaper cuttings,
correspondence and official programmes.

Two of the albums record royal visits to Inverness by the Duke and Duchess of
York in 1928 marking the opening of the new Northern Infirmary buildings. A visit
by the then Prince of Wales in 1831 is also included.

A third album marks the presentation of the Freedom of the Burgh of Inverness
to three distinguished politicians of the day.

The fourth records a visit to France in 1930 to a town called Hulluch which was
destroyed in World War 1 and which Inverness Burgh helped to re-build with
assistance and gifts.

However, the MacEwenArchive does more than commemorate official local gov-
ernment ceremonies and events. It stands in its own right as a socio-economic
record of the early 1900s in Invemess.

Highland Regional Council paid tribute to Mr. MacEwen for depositing the pa-
pers in the regional archive and thereby granting access to the public.

Mr. MacEwen said: “For many years | have been conscious of possessing these
important records marking my father’s time in local government and now they
can be properiy stored and looked after.”

To mark the addition of the collection to the archive, an exhibition celebrating the
public service life of Sir Alexander went on public display at Invemess Library in
Farraline Park. After that, the MacEwen papers will be placed in the safe hands
of the regional council archivist, Robert Steward.
Anyone interested in consulting the archive should contact Mr. Steward at Inver-

ness Library to make an appointment.

Inverness Courier - March 22nd, 1996
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MATERIAL OBSESSION

Battle Over Patents Pits Two Oil Concerns Against One Scientist —
John Ewen’s molecules are the key to future of plastics; Exxon and Fina
want in

“Size of the Prize is Large *

OUSTON - The two executives from the rival oil com-

panies met at the elegant Inn on the Park Hotel
here. Over breakfast, the man from Exxon Corp., who
had requested the meeting, handed a document to the
man from Fina Inc. The papers were marked “Confiden-
tial Report”.
The secret document detailed an explosive claim by Exxon:
At least three of Fina’s recent, ground-breaking patented
inventions - potentially worth billions of dollars - belonged
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to Exxon. They had been "conceived" at Exxon, the pa- AN P 2
pers said, by a scientist who had then gone to work for John A. Ewen

Fina and “unlawfully disclosed” them.

Thus began in 1989 a long-running battle of suits and countersuits between the
oil giants, costing tens of millions of dollars and in the end badly damaging the
reputation of a brilliant scientist and pioneering researcher.

“They took away my good name,” says the 50-year-old scientist, John A. Ewen.
“The five most productive years of my life, up in smoke.”

Patent battles are often heated affairs, for at stake is something at the core of
the mythology, and sometimes the reality, of American capitalism: a good idea.
Although Exxon declines to comment on any aspect of the case, documents
filed in state court in Harris County, Texas, and interviews with other participants
in the case provide a rare blow-by-blow account of the fight over metallocene
plastics. 5

Plastics generate annual revenue in the hundreds of billions of dollars world-
wide, but the current material is manufactured based on decades-old technol-
ogy. The emerging technology for plastics is being fashioned with new agents
known as metallocene catalysts. The process allows makers to engineer mol-
ecules - and create plastics with the properties they need.

The commercial payoff is many years away, but those who stake out the re-
search and patents in metallocenes today will likely be big winners in the future.
Exxon was well aware of this. Court documents in the case quote an Exxon
licensing executive as saying in a 1990 speech about metallocenes: “The size

of the prize is large.”
Eye for Molecules

The size of the prize was minuscule in 1980, when Dr. Ewen went to work for
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Exxon Chemical at its Baytown, Texas, facility. With a brand new doctorate in
chemistry from Tulane University and a few years’ experience with chemicals
companies, he was hired into a small, long-range polymer research group. His
chosen speciality: metallocenes.

Born and raised in Jamaica, Dr. Ewen is brilliant in an absent-minded sort of
way, a man who has dozens of patents listed on his resume but apologises
when putting a caller on hold, lest he hang up inadvertently. He is entranced by
the elegant symmetry of the molecules he has mapped, and sees beauty where
others see merely chemical structure. He compliments a visitor's necklace,
saying the links “look a lot like isotactic polypropylene.”

Even his supporters acknowledge Dr. Ewen is a difficult man to work with, as
unyielding as some of the superhard plastics he discovered. Nor is he modest
about his accomplishments. He and his assistants created the entire metallocene
field, he says: “Everyone else is ‘me, too’.” He adds, “You can say I'm an ego-
tist, but | don't care.”

Dr. Ewen’s pioneering work and dedication made for good science at Exxon.
The company soon had four patented discoveries mapping out this new terrain.
Dr. Ewen’s bosses considered him to be a gifted, creative scientist. He got
several pay raises, and was promoted to staff chemist.

Bad Chemistry

But success in the lab didn't translate into good chemistry with colleagues and
subordinates. Dr. Ewen believed one scientist was stealing from the lab. He
argued with secretaries. He wasn't a team player his boss complained. Dr.
Ewen viewed his boss as deceitful and unfair.

By late 1983, the clashes were interfering so badly with work that Dr. Ewen
requested a transfer within Exxon. Unable to find a suitable job, he left the
company. He had signed a nondisclosure agreement that obligated him to turn
over to Exxon any inventions he came up with in the next six months.

Dr. Ewen also got permission to write about some of his research in the Journal
of the American Chemical Society, the premier scientific publication in his field.
The 1984 article was the scientific equivalent of a scoop, proving metallocenes
had real-world applications, putting them well beyond academic curiosities.

By the time the article came out, Dr. Ewen had found his next job. It was hardly
a step up for a world-class scientist. Dallas-based Fina had just bought a 30-
year-old plastics plant in La Porte, Texas, that sorely needed modernising. Dr.
Ewen was to update the plant and trouble-shoot production lines.

There was no lab and no research staff, but Fina built one and Dr. Ewen was
named manager of research. Given his interest and where the industry was
headed, the lab focused on metallocenes. Suddenly, the discoveries were pour-
ing in. By 1989, Dr. Ewen’s name was attached to 30 pending patents for Fina.
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